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Yeshiva University’s
Center for the Jewish Future
and
Congregation Keter Torah present

Mourning for
Yerushalayim in 2012
Tisha B’Av 5772

Rabbi Dr. Jacob J. Schacter
jschacte@yu.edu

July 29, 2012 2"ywn ax "

The Worldwide Webcast is sponsored by

an anonymous family in honor of Rabbi Dr. Jacob ]J. Schacter for his dedication
to teaching and inspiring Jewish communities around the world.

The Keter Torah Tisha B’Av program is
sponsored by

Diana & Michael Feintuch, to commemorate the yartzeit of
Michael’s grandfather, Dovid Leib ben Shmuel Zelleg, David Boodman, z"1,

Shari & Nathan Lindenbaum,

and by an anonymous family.
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Rabbinic Rhetorics of Space,” in Ra’anan 8. Boustan, Oren Kosansky and Marina .
Rustow, eds., Jewish Studies af the Crossroads of. Anthropology and History: Authority,
Diaspora, Tradition (Philadelphia, 2011), 135-46,

W. Wirgin, “On the Shape of the Foot of the Menorah,” Israel Exploration Journal 11:3

(1961):151-53.,
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, MONDAY, JUNE 25, 2012 N €3

By ELISABETTA POVOLEDO

ROME — Historieal sources
describe the menorah looted by
the Romans when they destroysd
the Second Temple in Je em
in AD. 70 as made of gold, as God
instructed Moses in Exodus,

5o the recent discovery that a
version of the menorah in a dae.
relief on the first-century Areh of
Titus in the Roman Forum was
anginally panted a rich yellow
should not come as much of 3
Surprise. But given that the m-
age faded to tl;:n;olor of iltie un.
derlying stone 280 ~= like 30
Much else in and around the For-
um — precise Knowledge of its
once-bright pigMmentation cames
as an extiting revelation 1o histpe
nans and archaedlogists.

“The Bible said it was gold, byt
the monument, as it was seen for
centuries, told us it wag white,”
said Stave, director of
the A;t Tltu; Digiﬁ’ Restmi
tion Project and 3 #5807 O
Jewish hisiory at Y%\TVTUEI-'
versity n New York, which s
spensgring Peuject “fsa't it
ool 1o be that much closer to the
viewers of Lhe first and second
century?”

The i

Technology Identifies Lost Color at Roman Forum

advantage of this method
is that it doesn’t hagm the mong.
ment,” said Cingia Conti, the srare
archaeclogist responsible for the
arch. The monument is noy only
an imporiant part of Rome's
‘physical history hut ajse “very
significant for the Jewish com-
munity,” she sajd,

The arch, tnaugurated in AD,
81, has two interige rellefy that
commemorate the Roman vic.
tocy over Judea by Titus, 3 mul.
leasy commander and futyre m-
pecar, and his father, the emperar
Vespasian, a decady earlier, One
relief shows Titug triumphal ride
oa a chariot, the other depicts a
procession Int Rome with loot
from the temple, inctuding the
rmenosah as well as § sacred taple
and trumpets.

Professor Fine, who is the di-
rector of the Center for ferael

e ——— ’ Jerusalem foreibly brovght
q N Rome," Prolessor Fing  sai
. - “Then'in the 19y

m:hhmnmrk«w
pride;

et .- DRSITY YRR Ponk L) 3
ancient Rome by Ber-
Top.ﬁnmmdu,odmﬂypdmdndda on the nard Frischer, & professor of art
ArchofTiru.intheRommFomm;lbwc. the arch, history and classics ot the Uni-
i il b o ot o
us 14 t
Studies at Yeshiva, said that the Eghﬂn;mdhrmlymomﬂlen- in ‘Rome Reborn’ that will h:w'nc

menorak wag a natural meeting Mnnn.mlemcommw:yln full restored coloe” suia Dr.
ground for “both Jewish and Ro- Romlsthtoldestinl-:mope. Frischer, who was part of the
man studles * 'Formmﬂam.lminkm team working on the monument.

For.lm,henm.themnol Womdruwalknnderit.uchey ~an:unu-nunmum.m
Tieus has been an emotional  syw themsefves as exies from buildings ta color~
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eft Jacob, and he could not tel] them. Jacob

beheld 2 vision, but it was a vision of hurban, not gr'ula,
S&uxf_‘xu.as quia&&ﬁ?a??esﬁ They
asked, “when will the end be known?” The answer js that one hag to hope for
“Twi gwﬁonﬂaum%&ngj%ﬁ.
t_.u.ua.__...m x..._.__ahm And pleaded thas [God) send anyone efse. According to

will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible
day of the Lorp* (3:23).
riyer mpty "ER b Y s o v For of what benefit i it that I begin
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It is not good what our government does

today. Just when we have merited once again .
[ 2t 0 APRL (1958 vae argan o,

the ghg of Zion that Ii: symbolized Il‘)y the =

menoran, (the stace] chose specifica v the wqy ? ‘G ' -

image of the menorah that is on the arch of =-ar ad '--(J AR AN fjkﬁn)
Titus, which, it appears, was alcered by for- " atd ow wows mn o wnheen now xy
eigners. . -. And not only this, but an expert in TYTN TNEN M KPIFY NPT XY ey nYowen e
the science of antiquities has testified to me ¥ i mewwy ovm v ma B nEw wR owre o
that the menorahs that are formed on the M0 TR DY TIME K 1Y 1 ki DTN Mg
graves in [Jewish] catacombs in Rome . . . are o™ 77 mroon muony (3w TN nyers
alil with three Ieg}?. as are all chose formed op ™ m reE) N vYe i o vmop nooypepa
the mosaics in the remains of ancient syna- TRIAM M T POPCRY YRR vy
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22 The Jews and the Crusoders

now, we are going a long way to seek out the profane shrine® and to

longer be remembered, ar let them adapt our fajth and acknowledge
the offspring of promiscuity,”1®

When the Jewish communities became aware of their intentions,
they resorted to the custom of oty ancestors, repentance, prayer,
and charity." The hands of the Holy Nation turned faint at this

prayers, concealing Himself in 5 clovd through which their prayers
could not pass, and He abhorred their tent, and He removed them
out of His sight—ali of this having been decreed by Him to take place
“in the day when [ visit™2 and this was the generstion that had

David said: “Bless the Lord, ye angels of His, ye almighty in
strength, that fulfil His word,™ etc 1

That year, Passover fel] on Thursdsy, sand the New Moon**
of the following month, fyar, fel] on Friday and the Sabbath, On the
eighth day of Iyar, on the Sabbath, the foe attacked the community
of Speyet and murdered eleven holy 0 sanc ]
Creator on the holy Sabbath and refused to defile thermselves by
adopting the faith of their foe. There was o distingnished, pioys
woman there who slaughtered hersslf in sanctification of God's
Name. She was the first among all the communities of those who
were slaughtered. The remainder were syved by the local bishop'®
without defllement [i.c., baptism] , as described sbove. !”

Chronicie of Solom on bor Simson

On_the twenty-third of lyar they atty

CMMunity was thep divided nto Tw

cked the community of

23

Seven days later, o the New Moon of Sivan®® —the very day on
which the Children of Israel arrived a1 Mount Sinai 1o recejve the
ewt who were still in the court of the bithop were

Torah—those J.

their betrothed, and merciful women thej only children. They an
accepted the divine decree a_,o.n__nﬁno&w and, as they yielded up
their souls to the Creator, cried out: “Hear, O Israel, the Lord js our

God, the Lord

is One.”

munity of Mainz, whose merit served a5 shield and protection® fy,

them,

attacked
Y»

& !




28 The Jews and the Crictaders

wailing, but we did not understand a word of what was being said.
We retumed dismayed to our house—for it was close to the syna-
gogee. Upon hearing this, we cried qut: *Aj Lord God! Wilt Thoy

Our oppressors. He showed no mercy to the aged, or youths, or
maidens, babes or sucklings—not even the sick. And he made the
people of the Lord like dust to be trodden underfoot, killing their

At this time, when the evildoer amived at Mainz on his way to
Jerusalem, the elders of the Jewish community approached their

have to provide all our needs until those who bear the symbol have
passed™; and the community agreed 10 these terms,

The two of them—the bishop and the count—thereupon acceded
to the request of the Jews and said: “We shall die with you or
remain alive with you,” The community then said: “Since these two

Chronicle of Solomon bar Simseon 29

who are close to us have Zranted our request, let us now send our
money to the evildoer Emicho, and give him letters of safe conduct

were offered reprieve if they could produce at least ten righteous
people, wheteas in our case not twenty, not even ten, were sought %

On_the third day of Sivan,” a day of sanctification and absti-

Dence for lsracl in preparation for tecetving the Torah, the very day

were not divided,™ for al} of them were gathered in the courtyard
of the bishop. God’s wrath was kindled against His people, and He
fulfilted the intention of the cmant ones, who succesded in their
purpase; and all our wealth did not avail us, nor did our fasting, self-
affliction, lamenting, or charity, and no one was found to stand in
the breach® ~neither teacher nor prince—and even the holy Tarah
did not shelter its scholars. *And the daughter of Zion was shorn of
all her splendor™* —this refers 1o Mainz. Slenced were the voices of
the leaders of the flock, “those who wage war,”** they that sway
the many to righteousness; and silenced was the city of praise, the
metropotis of joy, which had Benerously distributed great sums of
money to the poor. An jron stylus writing upon a folio would not
suffice to record her pumerous good deeds extending back to

ously Torah and greatness and riches and glory and wisdom and
modesty and good deeds, where “prohibition was added upon
prohibition™* 30 a5 to assure scrupulous 2dherence to the teaching
of the Talmud: now this wisdom Wwas completely destroyed, as

6 >



243 prae wmn..___\____q"xn kaj" . 3y

rln:v ¥ Ahre o SN 3mea 129513 s s (114, u W= ey
TOPY MYTA YNz, mw wry Y2 perw oy VRS 07 30N K3 vy herpa
d A a3

710D ['ovnn agn DT 1™ 153t v yyg '¥nA v awn s n-g [
ATD 871 NN Y naen on ow Ao M3 ™03 Y9N3 nines;y A |
HIe Swoe ; sl g e N0 1N amna 199% ¥¥en vyouy
K3 B w3 ny I, 000 00 e e T4 21931 M fnw wvonm

892039 o w 8 R T T T M0 0NNy Ty 93
TRun oy noiwd 0Ty oy SN BE &) om om a W oM
SN Uit vy, : )

"PIEGT TI0M  3Ie A 1amen
NI IO PN R ey 0 MAvPon 23 100y wyon TN o ames |
rnm @ [7NRON 0CeY B B30 Mok 5Yown TI8% w30 T amyyy |
e oy gy AURN DTONy i am T oY wan N ey
013 13 werenm pp g gaan SN oW Pyt VA, e
A2 pover ivan TH0TY oM 3 juy3 1990 . ovemin au A50R vna
' 137 MOYOT_Aunn o ETIIEA NIEY T o paseny am
“BRNY 2N 'W—J——'l-un.n%m ;
PN Pty ['R FOW 370 2 0% ' ooy v 933 v ums samyping

YD AT Y e T8 R 298 P rvmsen mnaen rew i
QDT PAYeY MY men '8 . umios oW mon. 137 rIm A qua
N0 oo oy

Y 9370 1 VI 3T 3K MM, ot 3 13 nawy
N 333 DEN3. 4N ['oen oW LN DTN Yoa 21 ne

TN P Y1399 1Y ey nm 12?7 NN roe Y eves rearnm oy
A Yo TENE T3 09T TS pone A% 20 1y e
YUY IMDEN D08 BRI I nY »737 T 1M N Y uy BT Y
1BV oW N A10D ORI 1t O 3w Y s Sng "nar
-NIT TN Y 3w NG e s LR B TR PR 51 maw 9335
D™ 1M1 ,MINHS TINN Y L ang B Y 13 w7 28 o) s L ol
1P K Y 02 Yt 1o UKD ove AT D oY vy i
A3 2 MBI £ nve ':nw DV, MEes Pomr ennn Fhls |

. ,"mﬁ 'F:lz'“ % AYYTON S Nvon )J.?:nn RPN AEEI e
LM O e o e N h3sow 3 Wy
3R N0Y WYY 0NN SN SR, e, mnaen 555 DY J130 0 e

o 5, Mn3en fom a3 GE1Q STNIEY D Yo ~ana

UM% oo 21 mnaw

- R TR M
R Yeves o 17 NV griaNg ey rewn PIVAR 110 @71 2193 uey ,
12 U@ 7D ,uron? o T " oow e w ,mmgz,'m'l )
I3 2 o unen’ nop pa T8 o BIPHY 37 130,700 00 ey
N0 IV T, UY N300I MY Y, uen v ST PDIB e
I AQW 13 MU Yame A enn 1D M0 W3 M¥N “Propn
U2 N7 N9 .AMD3 1 AN vy o NN K [ s 49 S b iy
AHIGY O DY IO VAR,V ATnY Mg D3T3 ¥ 30w ow Son
D7 rYnm 1 won s ot .an arun® Yo py

D 20 "iewy Mepp 3n 37 % I o nean ORI avmn
— 241M300 10 o Y mann

TWMEOR 0N 230 1 1T R Je
M U3 YU 10O 3O 1 D e brern moen o

e il
T e 93 DI o e o3 30 Qo I*7onn f# I e oo
NIN3 KT ATIN 95,0y Moy DY 1aman ,“pren 1721 aeray
D°D® W@ 13 .0V N0 M AnN Ty NNBY 3% 83Y ks qnan
ARG PO IS UM T DM PN 31y orm STV Y o ey I
NI Y33 3vep YR AT Ry

AAH3 "B ¥ AU Mo Meo T ha a73° panae oum

[ o3 *w MROZET AS190) 6D D'wDY, BTV T2 YN o8 o v RELH]
URR 3

ST T NONT AT N '3 oovnon 1y A2 23 |r0 A1 YD on
A0 povet nae tw 2vm gan pYYono VP PENR L0 Py
SWURY £Y01 2 N3 B S e P00 W oz

63
e




Sacred Space, Local Hiscory 4

. + i \ " st )
N SN '~:.‘_~'- ,‘ B AREAY

o 5";. il .

-

o e b 3

1. Worms, Jewish cemerery, “Rabbis’ Valley,” with the tombstones of the
Bacharach family ar center and 2 memorial plaque for the twelve parnasim
on the cemetery wall at lefe. Phorogeaph by the author, 2001,
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Adiel Schremer, “*The Lord Has Forsaken the Land * Radical Explanations o
Milietax; and Political Defeat of the Jews in Tannaitic Literature,” Journal of Jewish
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