ARE BERRIES BUGGING YOU?

THE CONTROVERSY OVER PESTS IN PRODUCE
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Table 1.

Very prevalent (271) Require Checking nmnn
Significant minority ("8 VYY) Require Checking 32911
Insignificant minority (M310 1RY VWD) No checking necessary
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http://www.star-k.org/kashrus/kk-BugsRevisited.htm# ftnref17
10. How one defines what constitutes a Miyut HaMatzui or ShEino Matzui is a lengthy discussion
amongst the poskim. The generally accepted guideline is to follow the opinion of the
Mishkinos Yaakov, that Miyut HaMatzui is anything infested between 10-50% of the time and
Eino Matzui is anything which is infested less than 10% of the time.
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http://www.oukosher.org/index.php/common/article/summary of halachic_issues regarding insects
13. Rav Belsky does not subscribe to the school of thought which quantifies miut hamatzui

with fixed numbers. Instead he favors a more subjective measure of which vegetables
are commonly infested; Shevet Halevi IV:81 has a similar opinion.

Table 2.
Mishkenos Yaakov 10%
Rav Elyashiv 4%

Rav Belsky and Rav Wosner "not unusual"
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III. A significant minority in WHAT?
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16. How are these percentages determined? Do we look at each species or each harvest or

each field or each serving, etc.? Rav Moshe Heinemann, shlit”a, paskens that the
percentages are determined by serving or portion size. This means that if one insect is
found in ten inspected portions, one will have a 10% infestation rate. This is determined
after one washes the produce.
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Table 3.

Rav Elyashiv Of the amount usually purchased/ cooked at
once

Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach Packages

Rav Hershel Schachter/ OU Normal servings

Rav Moshe Heinemann/ Star-K
Rav Mordechai Willig (nwynY x9) Bites
Rav Zalman Nechemia Goldberg Rice grains (Leaves of Lettuce?)
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IV. Broccoli Kugel and Strawberry Smoothies
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V. My Host Didn't Check!
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