Re-Experiencing the Redemption
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n every gencration everyone is obliged to view himself as if he Rambam has a different version of the text: 2
lge;s_onallvleft Mitzrayim. The Haggadah cites two verses to sup- '“55"'” ng nikYIH oK, it is one’s duty fo portray
pore this: * ‘Because of this Hashem did for me when 1 left Egypt’ himself as if he had left Egypt npy wnxya, himself,
(Shemos 13:5), for not only did He redeem our forefathers but also now (Hil. Chametz ({Maizah 7:6). Chida explains:
us, as it says; And He took us out from there’ (Devarim 6:23).7 - One must be demonstrative and physicaily display
[t sextns that this obligation to feel as if one was actually in Egypt his exFitement QU h_aving left Egypt, as if. the
*nd redeemned from there is extremely difficult, if not impossible, erenbius occurred. It'is not enOI‘.IJg_h iz f.eel this n
to fulfill. No one I ever have asked has related ever experiencing one o hodr, s musk give expreceion to hug enthilsi:
this feeling ar the conclusion of the Seder. But it is unreasonable aarr.m.ln ihis way his household will notice his joyful
to believe that G-d would give every one of us a_mitzvah thac is activity and demeanor and become caught up

themselves in the spirit of freedom. Thus they too
will experience it as a living and present reaiity,
rather than as an ancient historical event.!'!

attainable by only uniquely great individuals. Another difficuley is
the redundancy of the two scriptural sources for seemingly the same

obligation,
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It is mandatary that one experience the Exodus personally.

This is not as difficult as it sounds. Qur imaginations are very creative,
as evidenced by how vividly we can dream in pur sleep, and how vividly we
can daydream when we are awake. Qur ingenious minds can create three-

#"dimensional scenes in rich color, and we can see ourselves fully participating
in these scenes. Being familiar with the story of the Exodus, one shauld
meditate and create the various scenes in ope’s mind. One shouid see oneself
in. the straw pits, clearing the straw, mixing it with mud, and baking it into
bricks in the tropical sun. One should hear the scolding of the Egyptian
taskmasters, and feel the lashes of their whips on one’s back. One should
then visualize the various plagues and the panic of the Egyptians. Then one
should see oneself as part of the throng leaving Eeqypt, following Moses into
the barren desert. Finally, one should be standing at the edge of the Red Sea,
and hear the thunder of Pharaoh's chariots approaching, feel the terror of
being trapped, and then see the glory of God as the waters of the Red Sea
divide.

Exercising coe's imagination in this way is mandatory. The sweet taste of
liberty cannot be appreciated as long as oppressicn is only an abstraction.
The acceptance of the omnipotence of God is incomplete unless one has
seen the many miracles with one’s own eyes. )

The_Seder ritual facilitates this experience. We eat the matzah, the bread
which the staves were given to satiate their hunger. We taste the bitterness of
the maror. We explain in great detail every step of the Exodus. Now one must
clese one’s eyes and relive the Exodus oneself, for baly then can we fully
appreciate its greatness, and only then cap we properl%acknowledge our
gratitude to God.
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ACCESSING THE FREEDOM TIME ZONE

he second verse that the Haggadah cites, “And He ook us out
from there,” seems to focus on_the collective redemption and

points more to a_peographic localé, 1 may not be able to identify

with the actual sojourn in Fgypt as an individual, bur as a parr of
Klal Yisrael, whose collective soul and memory transcends time and
e place, chis idencification is possible, if not on a conscious level then

on a soul fevel.

The Michtar Me'Eliyaby explains that time is not a line chat pass-
es aver us, but rather a circle that we travel through. Periodically we
return to tht moments in time erernalized and permeated with vari-
ous spiritual ideals and powers. We call these points in time “yamim
tovim,” good days. “Good” connotes that which endurcs, for these
are eternal days, days that rranscend time. When one passes through
these saturared time zoncs, ane can connect to the experience and
qualities inherent in them, and these experiences and qualities flow
into one’s soul.

# This can be compared to a master computer that contains a
memory bank to which smaller personal computers are connccted,
enabling thai memory bank to be retrieved and accessed through
each personal computer. 'The computer cable that enables this trans-
fer of memory must have a precise number of wires and pins and
a specific configuration to properly effect the connection, Seo, oo,
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the memory of the events significant to the neshamah of the Jewish

people are contained in the various time zones of the year. Zeman
cheiruseiny is the lime zone of freedom, zeman simchasein is the

time zone of happiness, and zeman mattan Toraseinu is the time zone
of the giving of the Torah, To properly access the memaries and
qualities saturated in these time zones, one has to create the proper
connection by utilizing the exactly configured cable. This connec-
tion js effected by properly and meticulously fulfilling the mitzvos
of that particular yos tor.

~%Th ¢ Telzer rosh hayeshivah, 2¢"), explains in Shinvei Daas that we

would think thas it would be more effective if the Seder were con—'

ducred in a manner that portrays the slavery in Epypr and our deliv-
Er:mc'f in a more graphic, audio-visual fashion. But in truth it is the

subtle hine of the matzah, maror. and Pesach that leave zmore pro-
found impression. that penetrares more direcrly inta the neshamah
and docs not get Jost in the external realm,

Ta give a contemporary analogy, it is similar to subliminal adver-
tising. Although this type of advertising is not noticeable on a con-
scious level, it is more compelling and motivating than gvert adver-

tising. These mitzvos must creatc a link ra the memory bank of Kial
Yisrael, the time zone of Pesach sacurated with these memories, They

are a subtle connection that penetrates dircetly (o the neshamah.

@ So one is capable of identifying with the Exodus that our meshamos
actually experienced. 1f one (ulfiils the mitzvos of cthe day with me-
ticulous care, he can feel confident and satished at the end of the
Seder thar he fulfilled the obligarion. to experience the redemption.
He can rest assured that he has truly achieved MVirtzeh — that his
service has been accepted. He has achieved this identification be-
cause his neshamak is infused with the memories of the Exodus and
its eternal qualities. This will cnable him' to draw on this inHuence
throughout the year, strengthening his emunad and his commitment
to Hashem, until the next Pesach.
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Perhaps we can differentiate between Miwzrayim and Eretz Mitz-
rayim. Eretz Mitzrayim is the geographic place, Mirzrayim is a state
of being. The word mitzrayim connotes “narrowness, when ong is
constricted, confined, and limited, enslaved by his passions, desires,
and misconceptions and cannot actualize what his neshamat really
wants him to do, that which is truly best for him both in this world
and the next. From the time of Yitzchak Avinus birth, we were

H) From Doudy & Paslon= ke Tonot

~»We have already noted that the Exodus from Mitzrayim, from Eqypt, is also
to be understood as an escape_from metzanim, from the limitations that

constrict a person and prevent him from maximizing his potential. A person

tzias Mitzrayim to himself, and by converting any negative
and_like Moses,

may apply Ye .
‘t?a;its towards positive _goals, rise above his restraints,
fully realize his potential for spirituality. Thus_a person ls du.ty bound. to
‘ ok at himself and apply the principles of the Exodus Fo liberate him-
self from the boundaries and limitations of his physical drives, to become

P i fully spiritual. ~
FREEING YOURSELF FROM "MITZRAYIM 33D =21RINS AD f Y
Wc are exhorted that in every generation each individual is re- IREY APWPR BTRD R BEyDd
quired to view himself as if he personally left Mirzrayim — DT o2 v D omenn | &
not necessarily Eretz Mitzrayim, but Mitzrayim. One need not identify AW 33T R 190 WK 58E3 RIM)
a-J-zgvith having been in tl"lehlcl;czfli of E rl\; t and J]J_lt.l)!.kdll‘l\/i store .cmc,s__fo’r e o arsehy, s oz s kb
t 3 WWELEATAYIIT, ONCS CoTTTTT T
Pharach, but rather with being steeped in one’s bwn ¥ R 15_’3?\. y2x3 TR oI
own personal confinement and constriction, by onc’s own yetzer hara. XMW NYT? DIRD WY WOR 0Enn
The source verse makes no memntion of Ererz Mitzrayim, the land of XY 270 3% S omena Py
Egypt, but rather it says, “Because of this Hashemn did for me when [ TR 7702 Y30 DUIWIR R YaK ,OEn
lefe Mitzravim. us .0MIEAD RY® TURD ATV AINRTY WK K

He

Lmhn A6y ,mYa anw W RO
»3 AMIRNT M7n Irsnw 09K nE¥p
LONTIa¥R DEP WM AT AR WK P
Tyrnnn IR TRER TD NXR ORYM

NYARD T AN LmYaT YW v wranb.

TRID 1 LATIET waane R

HY TN NYOR DYY nT YT

SN nYe R onY T

R L k2 T I v I -

nmayy mesb uR omEywn
Y92 DTaIn PRI IV T IRU

myn T3 DMWpY 0wVl R B3 T

e
-

UMK PRRIT DT WX PR LT

¥ U I Mavwa an3s 3w ,0M1ay

URYY TTTIRD B atw ornn 7o

,I"nn“*'i: unw mvaa e ban

s n Mt Nk awyah

“obwa oy Nk MY nvRwad

3 MY DR Mm% oTR 2
R0 722 ¥ WNFFI oW TN
NRES D2 3w an? ,2"1%PD0 RYM

nRYS PN ®Sm DPAY ,0MEnR

mate ok Y oy ,0MERR

mop Wb Sw nvaTa weaiat

‘I"IN Wt ¥ pyTava '?J."I'm Wy

T Y0 MR UUY WD MR MWOn
X1 ThY BNt PRI VoW TV RS
MPIT W 0w wnn W BEe3
95 &5 vhY nYT MpRIw nens XM
5% wean wex P 13 bivnw
I WNwS TAFER Cwp_ Ko amn
15 M1, Ay 97 wim
7O Y 3PnDD PTTIYD nvIe abaan
BAYT BY A5y K9 ,05M93 75 R
ann ot pewnh Yhenn? YY)
BN TRTR 13T VR TR

SR ML WD ¥em peem WITRN

M PERTT Pwva nnan

nNnE DINR DRV’ AN b mney

XX BY2pNY Lo 0 e ‘0°0%R NYI0
. J

Y3 ,0MEn B eYAm O I BDR,

nReY ,nRIn nvnpa ®N o u o
RIDW 7 IR 2309 9 ORI 2HON
2 om IPNOT A8 573 M8 1PN AW
s B aTal B« by Mo e Ty B 00 e M o RS
131 171290 1 DT 73T 1IN OTIEn
mbaz 73 %5 oW v e oTp

e~ 2 Vo~ -r:(-: S alel E:‘ﬁcﬂ

o1 now 47

AR IPNT DVTAPIIER 1D 120 AN R N O
URYT BN WD W NT 922 UK T N omiEna
13,17 13T 2D IR N0 STRAY W IO YR O

Mo OTY TN R Y33 vpuna waweh oTR avn

B M OOH DI DRES N N, Y Y

7537 IR MW YOI TSN 12T YA, DMENS 190w

AD2 WD TR NI NP0 PR NS AT IUnT 129

TRRG ROPR OTRTORTIM I DT PORG TONY s
O TS MITT 013 977 NS RV ovg st ATam

Ay M8 NaY3 WP WP TI0 A0TSRm0 TN O e

D T 1PN L1 KDY Y ST 1hwe T DvTRmn hNED Y

AW WM DTN TN 10N ORI T KO mwms

PYPD TOUOE Y PRI SN OMEna w1 s e )

Aret DYs N AYIRIS [ON MH TRY 3N oo ')

. Tnanr

TR B3 NR v mbin ovn BN
772 IR TR ,MPI2 0TIV DMK

b5 b YW DAVIN MR MR ATy
AR M9 o T 13,00 e
INID P KYTDPRY PR 3p8 A

__ 7oy YD IR DMIZRI MO Py
j?JWR R”7 ¢we oowop ROBI2 KDRT 0
W A 7a Swww 3 oo

(2RI NRIPVAY WM T 7153 .10 e

7182 B3 £™M37 YN0 Dhi 12Ty
273 ya? ohrio pRY DAY AnTR
TI0% 1T vrY BRY aMIR TwRTY
UYs byn obwnb nyw Taven
N3 TR ann nonww M hTiaeb
4w Dwax Wwew 1 ,obhws pun

POWEY i o Yo oY oy
- a3% by by ¥ avsn na bR
PR oW oA wnr ®Sw onm
mIavn 1 mYan o nReb avweb

*

e newent 1Shem whw nenb

TOLWTY U3 .own bmbva? oab
DPaws 1 DRt By Tbeane arw omenn
amx 30> Yonne o7y .onbena e
W 2 b e kb o 71 o

nanm omerea e nw mn I'I'F‘?J-'l]

*> p*obn pusna anve opny oM
973 DME¥PI AW A PI YWD
. On7 anm A v nTiam npwn

““+

m R N LEMERa 3y onb 2w

_n'l"l:ﬁb i 4ay TRY e zadazy NDRD

128 8w nrab s m nnw Lovienn
RN™ i et AR pIRe 1w mabn
JI3ID2 1°R 93 BRI .BTAY Y ]
h_DNXY OMPRY ayID IR ORI
A e A AW 700 W DRAn
1202 MWW VN .ADMBa wn
<53 by wyiw Do oW DTaYn
™3y DAY OrY AT Y nITaYI

{593 mwnn yn w7 v ohw

“'r:w Wy .env ¥y Maven bn ow

nren® xevw Y50 Yhonp wRw pna
R? DA 131 ,007R *1y3 0 REaw g
WTW oAy o0 OR QWhan YR



