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Another interpretation of 'And in that day did the Lord,
the God of hosts, call to weeping and to lamentation’: at
the time when the Holy One, blessed be He, sought to
destroy the Temple, He said, 'So long as I am in its midst,
the nations of the world will not touch it; but I will close
My eyes so as not to see it, and swear that I will not attach
Myself to it until the time of the end! arrives.’ Then
came the enemy and destroyed it. Forthwith the Holy
One, blessed be He, swore by His right hand and placed
it behind Him. So it is written, He kath drawn back His
right hand from before the enemy (ib. 11, 3). At that time
the enemy entered the Temple and burnt it. When it
was burnt, the Holy One, blessed be He, said, 'I no
longer have a dwelling-place in this land; I will withdraw
My Shechinah from it and ascend to My former habitation;
so it is written, I will go and return to My place, till they
acknowledge their guilt, and seek My face’ (Hos. v, 15).
At that time the Holy One, blessed be He, wept and said,
‘Woe is Me! What have I done? I caused My Shechinah
to dwell below on earth for the sake of Israel; but now
that they have sinned, I have returned to My former
habitation. Heaven forfend that I become a laughter to
the nations and a byword to human beings!’ At that time
Metatron? came, fell upon his face, and spake before the
Holy One, blessed be He: ‘Sovereign of the Universe,
let me weep, but do Thou not weep.’ He replied to him,
‘If thou lettest Me not weep now, I will repair to a place
which thou hast not permission to enter, and will weep
there,’ as it is said, But if ye will not hear it, My soul
shall weep in secret for pride (Jer. x111, 17).

The Holy One, blessed be He, said to the Ministering
Angels, ' Come, let us go together and see what the enemy
has done in My house.’ Forthwith the Holy One, blessed
be He, and the Ministering Angels went, Jeremiah leading
the way. When the Holy One, blessed be He, saw the
Temple, He said, ‘Certainly this is My house and this
is My resting-place into which enemies have come, and
they have done with it whatever they wished." At that
time the Holy One, blessed be He, wept and said, ‘Woe
is Me for My house! My children, where are you? My
priests, where are you? My lovers, where are you? What
shall T do with you, seeing that I warned you but you
did not repent?’ The Holy One, blessed be He, said to
Jeremiah, ‘T am now like a man who had an only son,
for whom he prepared a marriage-canopy, but he died
under it. Feelest thou no anguish for Me and My children?
Go, summon Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and Moses from
their sepulchres, for they know how to weep.’ He spake
before Him: ‘Sovereign of the Universe, I know not where
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SIX KNOCKS

Eight years ago, in the midst of a night of terror
filled with the horrors of Maidanek, Treblinka, and
Buchenwald, in a night of gas chambers and cre-
matoria, in a night of absolute divine self-conceal-

ment (hester panim mullat), in a night ruled by_t'h"E

satan of doubt and apostasy which sought to

sweep the maiden from_ her house into the

Christian church, in a night of continuous search-
“ing, of questing for the Beloved—in that very night
the Beloved appeared. “God who conceals Himself
in His dazzling hiddenness” suddenly manifested
Himself and began to knock at the tent of His
despondent and disconsolate love, twisting con-
vulsively on her bed, suffering the pains of hell. As
a result of the knocks on the door of the maiden, wrapped
in mourning, the State of Israel was born!

How many times did the Beloved knock on the
door of the tent of His love? It appears to me that
we can count at least six knocks.

e —
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is ripening its carly figs, und the vines in blowsom give forth
their fragrance, Rise, my love, my beuuly, come nway, _C_)_in!_f.lfvc‘,
in the clefts of the rock, in tho covert of the clifl, let me seo your
foamt}_;_h-m" your voico; f 6;_§ﬁf§_c__t_~_ipuxo_l_l_r_ygi_c¢, nnd your
form is comely.” T

" "Seize us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vineyards; for
our vineyards are in blossom,

My beloved is mine, and I am his; he feeds his flock smong
the lilies. When the day grows cool, and the shadows flee, return,
my beloved, and be like o gazelle, or like & young deer, on the
mountains of Bether.
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33.2). Do not read it thus, bt read: *“The Lord
came Lo Sinai," 1o give the Torah to Israel. I,
however, o nat interpret it thus, but: “The
Lord came from Sinai," 1o receive Israel as a

Lridegroom comes furth to meet the bride.

And They Stood. "They were huddled together.
This teaches that they were afraid of the winds,
of the eurthquakes, of the thunders and light-
nings that ciune on.

Below the Mount. Scripture indicates that the
mount was pulled up from its place and the

people came near and stood under it, as it js

said: "And ye came near and stood under the

mountain'' (llc_n‘gt_;_i.ll)‘ ()_f_ll!_c_nyj{.i;-d_cclare:_i

in the traditional sacred writings: Ol my dove
that art in the clefts of the rock,” ete. (Cant.
2.14). "Letme see thy countenance,” that is, the

twelve pillars crected for the twelve tribes of
Israel; “let me hear thy voice" (ibid.), that is,

when responding 1o the Ten Commandments;
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' they sent [for him]; but [others] had already taken Jeremiah out of the Courtyard
of Confinement. * They gave him over to Gedaliah son of Ahikam son of Shaphan,
to remove him to [Gedaliah's] house, and he dwelt among the people.

'3 The word of HASHEM had come to Jeremiah while he was in the Courtyard of
Confinement, saying, '° “Go and say to Ebed-melech the Cushite, saying: Thus
said HASHEM, Master of Legions, the God of Israel: Behold, | am bringing about
the fulfillment of My words concerning this city, for evil and not for good, and they
will [take place] before you on that day. 7 But | will rescue you on that day — the
word of HasHEM — and you will not be given over into the hand of the men of
whom you are afraid. ® For [ shall surely rescue you; you will not fall by the sword
and you will have your life for booty, for you trusted in Me — the word of HASHEM. "

_ l—l,:m word that came to Jeremiah from HASHEM, * after Nebuzaradan, the chief

executioner, sent him off from Ramah, when he had taken him [from where

he had been| bound in chains * among all the exile of Jerusalem and Judah who
were being exiled to Babylonia:

2 The chief executioner took Jeremiah [aside] and said to him, "HASHEM, your

God, foretold this evil concerning this place; * and HASHEM brought it about and
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Those Jews who were hidden [in the caves] devoured
the flesh of their slain brethren.* Every day one of them
ventured forth and brought the corpses to them which
they ate. One day they said, ‘Let one of us go, and if he
finds anything let him bring it and we shall have to eat.’
On going out he found the slain body of his father which
he took and buried and marked the spot. He returned and
reported that he had found nothing. They said, ‘ Let some-
body else go, and if he find anything let him bring it and
we shall have to eat.’” When he went out he followed the
scent; and on making a search, he discovered the body [of
the man who had been buried]. He brought it to them and
they ate it. After they had eaten it, they asked him, * From
where did you bring this corpse?’ He replied, ‘ From a
certain corner.” They then asked, ‘What distinguishing
mark was over it?’ He told them what it was, and the son
exclaimed, ‘Woe to me! I have eaten the flesh of my
father I’ This is to fulfil what was said, Therefore the fathers
shall eat the sons in the midst of thee, and the sons shall eat
their fathers (Ezek. v, 10).
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Kol Dodi Dofek 27

sorn. If it had been John Doe who called the session
>f the United Nations to order, the State of Israel
would never have come into being—but if the
Beloved knocked on the chairman’s podium, then
the miracle occurred. It is the voice of my Beloved
that knocketh!

Second, the knocking of the Beloved could be
heard on the battlefield. The small Israeli Defense
Forces defeated the mighty armies of the Arab countries.
The miracle of “the many in the hands of the few”
took place before our very eyes. And an even
greater miracle occurred at that time. God hard-
ened the heart of Ishmael and enjoined him to do
battle against the State of Israel. Had the Arabs not
declared war against the State, and, instead, agreed
to the Partition Plan, the State of Israel would have
lacked Jerusalem, a large part of the Galilee, and
several areas of the Negev. Had Pharaoh, thou-
sands of years ago, allowed the Israelites to depart
from Egypt immediately, in accordance with
Moses’ original request, Moses would have been
bound to keep his promise and would have had to
return after three days. However, Pharaoh hard-
ened his heart and did not hearken to Moses. The
Almighty took the Israelites out of Egypt with a
strong hand and an outstretched arm.
Consequently, Moses’ pledge that they would
return to Egypt was no longer binding. A bilateral
contract cannot bind one party if the other party
refuses to fulfill his obligations. It is the voice of my
Beloved that knocketh!

Third, the Beloved began to knock as well on the

door of the theological tent, and it may very well be
that this is the strongest knock of all. I have often
emphasized, when speaking of the land of Israel,

that all the claims of Christian theologians that God
deprived the Jewish people of its rights in the land

of Israel, and that all the biblical promises regard-

ne Zion and Jerusalem refer, in_an allegorical
sense, to Christianity and the Christian church,
Tiave been publicly refuted by the establishment of the
State of Israel and have been exposed as falsehoods, lack-
ing all validity. It requires a comprehensive knowl-
edge of Christian theological literature, from Justin
Martyr down to contemporary theologians, to
properly appreciate the great mira 1 i
clearly invalidated this central premise of Christian
theology. We ought to take note of the “learned”
explanation of our Secretary of State, Mr. [John
Foster] Dulles, who also serves as an elder in the
Episcopal Church, at a meeting of a Senate com-
mittee, that the Arabs hate the Jews because the
Jews killed the founder of their religion. This
“explanation” possesses profound, hidden symbol-
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2 Maccalbees

12 ( So I beseech those who read this book not to he cast down
by such misfortunes but to consider that these punishments
were meant not for the destruction of our people but for

13 their correction. For it is a mark of great benevolence not
to let the impious alone for a long time but to punish them

14 | promptly. For in the case of other nations, the Master is
long-suffering and waits before he punishes them until they

15| have reached the full measure of their sins; but in our case
he has decided differently, so that he may not take venge-
ance on us afterward when our sins have reached their

16/ height. So he never withdraws his mercy from us, and al-
though he disciplines us with misfortune, he does not aban-
don_his own people, This much let us say by way of re- 13

minder; after these few words we must resume our story. )
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8. Another exposition of the text, AND THE SON OF
AN ISRAELITISH WOMAN...WENT OUT (XXIV, IO).
It bears on what is written in Scripture: But [ returned gﬂd
considered all the oppressions (Eccl. 1v, 1). Daniel the Tailor
interpreted the verses as applying to bastards. And behold
the tears of such as were oppressed (ib.). If the parents of
these bastards committed transgression, what concern is it
of these poor sufferers ? So also if this man’s father cohat?lted
with a forbidden woman, what sin has he himself committed
and what concern is it of his? And they had no mmforrer
(ib.), but On the side of their oppressors there was power (:b]
This means, on the side of Israel's Great Sanhedrin which
comes to them with the power derived from the Torah and
removes them from the fold, in virtue of the command-
ment, A bastard shall not enter into the assembly of the Lord
(Deut. xx111, 3). ‘ But they had no comforter.’ Says the Holy'
One, blessed be He: ‘It shall be My task to comfort them.
For in this world there is dross in them, but in the World
to Come, says Zechariah, I have seen them. all gold,! all
of them pure gold : hence it is written, I have séen, and be}fofd
a candlestick all of gold, with a gulah? upon the top of it—
roshah (Zech. v, 2z). Two amoraim differ on the meaning
of ‘gulah’. One reads golah and the other reads go'alah.
He who reads ‘golah’ explains it to mean that t'hey had
been exiled (gulah) to Babylon and the Shechinah had
accompanied them into exile; as it says, For your sake I'haue
been sent® to Babylon (Isa. xLi, 14). He who reads go'alah
renders ‘redeemer’, as it says, Our Redeemer (go'alpnu),
the Lord of hosts is His name (ib. xLv11, 4), and it is written,
The breaker is gone up before them; they have broken forth
and passed on, by the gate, and are gone out thereat; and
their king is passed on before them, and the Lord at the head
of them—berosham (Micah 11, 13).

367 | MUSSAF — FIRST TWO DAYS — HOSHANOS
7 who sought the salvations of God — 50 save now.
7 As You saved the multitudes of hosts
1 and with them the hosts of angels® — 50 save now.

T As You saved pure ones from the house of slavery,
n Gracious One, from those who forced manual labor
upon them — 50 5aVe now,
Y As You saved those sinking in the depths of the rifts,
Y Your honor was with them when they crossed
— 50 save now.
3 As You saved the garden* which sang ‘He delivered,'
Y regarding Him Who draws forth* it is pronounced
'He was delivered’ — 50 save now.
B As You saved with the declaration 'I shall bring you forth,'
3 which may be interpreted,
‘I shall be brought forth with you' — 50 save now.
© As You saved those who went roundabout with the Altar*
v those who carry the willow to encircle the Altar-
— sa save now.
D As You saved the Ark of the Name, captured as a result of sin®
¥ when you punished Philistia with flaming anger,
and it was saved ~— 50 save now.
7 As You saved the congregations which You had sent to Babylon,
3 Merciful One, for their sake were You also sent
— 50 save now,
© As You saved the captivity of the tribes of Jacob,
N return and restore the captivity of the tents of Jacob,
and bring salvation now.
As You saved those observant of mitzvos* and hopeful for salvation —
O God Who brings about salvation, bring salvation now,
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KINNAH IN MEMORY OF THE MARTYRS OF .ﬂ_.__:’H)Z EUROPE
by Rabbi Shlomo Halberstam, Y"st, Bobover Rav

R Y92Y Remember, please, and lament, O all of Israel,
let your voices be heard on high.

For Germany has destroyed our people,

during stormy days of the World War;

with killings, horrible and cruel, with starvation and thirst,

For all generations, do not forget,

until you will merit witnessing the [ultimate] consolation.
[Remember ] their screams and their weeping as they were
tightly packed and locked into the train’s [cattle ] cars.
Like sheep to the slaughter they were led to be
incinerated in the crematorium ovens.
May the sound of their pleading cries be eternally remembered,
by the One Who dwells in the Heavens.
When they proclaimed, 'Shema Yisrael’
they offered up their lives to the Lord of lords.
Roshei Yeshivah and their students, and the
multitudes of Your people were there.
They enslaved them with brutal tortures,
and they slaughtered them with high-handed arrogance.
The blood of tender babes cries out to You from the earth, [saying;]

‘Exact vengeance for the children an

let no living soul escape alive!’

d the women;

For the burning of thousands of study halls and synagogues,
and for myriad of Torah scrolls and their students,
we shall lament with raised and screaming voices.

They set God's sanctuaries aflame, they ignited them,

and our eyes witnessed this,

Let those who lit the fire suffer retribution;
may God judge the corpse-filled nations.

Cry out loud, O heaven and earth, for the thousands of cities, citadels of Torah,
for the countries of Europe and their Jewish communities,

the heirs and trustees of our traditions,
for righteous tzaddikim, elders, pious chassidim,

all those who cleaved unto a faith so pure.
From the day we were exiled from our homeland,

there was never an annihilation as awesome as this.
Be compassionate with our remnant; look down upon us, please, from heaven,
at the [death]camps of the martyrs, ten times as many as those who left Egypt.
Rebuild our holy Temple, and provide us with double consolation,
Exalt us, and bring us back to Zion and Jerusalem.

kinnah to bemoan the tragedy of Churban Eu-
ropa, and it is recited in many congregations.
When the Rav was asked for permission to in-
clude his kinnah and its translation in this edition
of kinnos, he graciously conceded. Then he ex-
plained why he had written it: ‘For years | had
wanted to express my grief over my personal loss

2 ©1991 — Reprinted with permission from ArtScroll/Mesorah Publications,

and Klal Yisrael's loss, in a special kinnah, but |
hesitated. I felt that in order to compose a kinnah
one must be on the exalted level of R* Elazar
HaKalir, who wrote with Ruach HaKodesh,
Divine inspiration. Moreover, he was a master of
Kabbalistic secrets and knew the mystical incan-
tations of the ministering angels. Still, many
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*#§ %) 1131 — Remember, please. The destruction
of European Jewry by the Nazis during World
War II was the most massive calamity to befall
our people since the Destruction of the Second
Temple. As explained in the prefatory notes to
kinnah 25, which laments the devastation of the
Crusades, Torah Jews recognize that all Jewish
misfortunes have their roots in the tragic events
of Tishah B'Av. Therefore we designate no new
days of mourning to commemorate later events,
but include them in our Tishah B'Av kinnos
service.

The Bobover Rav, Admor HaRav Shlomo Hal-

berstam, Y¥1, was a scion of Sanz, one of the
most illustrious Rabbinic and Chassidic dynas-
ties. The Rav lost everything in the Holocaust —
family, Friends, followers, disciples and students
in the thousands. The Rebbe arrived in America
after the war with nothing but the clothes on his
back and a burning determination to rebuild
what the Nazis destroyed. With the help of
Hashem the glory of the House of Boboy has
been restored and one will find dozens of
Bobover institutions and thousands of Bobover
Chassidim in every corner of the globe.

In 1984, the Bobover Rav composed a special
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