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PARASHAS CHUKAS

1 ASHEM spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying: 2 This is the decree of the Torah, which

HasHer has commanded, saying; Speak to the Children of Israel, and they shall take 10
you a completely red cow, which is without biemish, and upon which a yoke has not come,

3 You shali give it to Elazar the Kohen; he shall take it to the outside of the camp and someone
shafi.slaughter & in his presence. 4 Elazar the Kohen shall take some of its blood with his .
“forefinger, and sprinkle some of its blood toward the Tent of Meeting seven times. 5 Someone

shall burn the cow before his eyes — iis hide, and ifs flesh

he bum. ° The Kohen shall take cedarwood, hyssop, and
them into the bumning of the coi.

, and its blood, with its dung, shafl
crimson thread, and he shall throw

2 Actscoll-She Gumaim

1. (o) g — To Moses and to Aaron. Symboll-
cally, the “Cow” came to atone for the sin of the Golden
“Calf," as ifto say let the mother come and clean up the mess
left by her ¢hild. If so, this explains why the commandment
was directed to Aaron, the one who made the Calf.

“P Many other aspects of the service also allude to the idea
noted above, that the Red Cow atoned for the sin of the
Golden Calf. its color is red, which symbolizes sin (see /salah
1:18}; it was not ever to have borne a yoke, to symbolize a
sinner, who cast off God's yoke from himself; and it was
burned, just as Aaron had cast gold into afire to produce the
Calf (Exodus 32:20), The rituel involves the use of cedar-
wood, hyssap, and a thread dyed with the blood of a worm (v.
6}, a combination that signifies sin and repentance: a sinner

has been haughty like o lofty cedar tree, and in order 1o gain
atonement he must humble himself like a blade of hyssop
grass and a lowly worm (see Leviticus 14:4). Just as the sin of
the Golden Calf bas never been completely forgiven (see
Exodus 32:34), the ashes of the Red Cow were preserved
{Rastito v. 22 citing R’ Moshe HaDarshan).
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The Midrash also notes the peculiar fact that ail sacrifices involve male
animals except for the parah adumah. The answer is given in the form of 3
parable; when a servant’s child dirtied the king's palace. the king called his:
mother to clean up the mess. Thus, Hachem savys, let the parah adymah com
and atone for the Sin of the Goldun Calf.
s The above Midrash may be explained symbolicaily as follows: When lsrat
wase at Mount Sinai, they were in so holy an atmosphere that death came to thent
only through a Divine kiss (Eruviz 54a), Ramban teaches that the bodies of those:
who, die in this txatted way do not become contaminated. But as a result of theis
Sin of the Colden Calf, men began (o die a natural death. I was only then that,
the procedure of the pargh adunsh became necessayysto purify those who ha
become contaminated_through contact with a dead body {Kiei Yakar).
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purify someone wha had become ritually unclean as a result of
contact with a dead body, The Torah refers to this procedure as
7N — a statute — a word used to describe something that defies
numan logic. In this process, too, the same components that
cleansed an impure person defile someone who was hitherto
clean! Furthermore, it was a method that was effective only for
the uncieanliness generated by a corpse but not for any other
impurity, even that of a lesser degree.

Whilst these laws seem to be inconsistent and illogical,
there is a basic perception which helps to make them more
coherent, and it relates to the origin of death in the world. -
When Adam and Chavah were created they were like angels

'[< without any evil inclination, and Hashem wanted them io live
in that blissful state foré‘éér. Adam, however, thought differ-
ently. He argued that such an existence was too simple and -
unproductive. He decided, therefore, to eat from the forbidden
fruit tree, which invested him with an evil inclination from
within. By engaging this adversary in combat and overcoming
it, his life would be more worthy and rewarding.

His intention may have been laudable, but it had one
fundamental flaw. The Almighty had told him explicitly not to
partake of the fruit, and no human argument can supersede and
overturn a Divine command. Adam allowed his judgement to
overrule Has;h-én'l_;;;:vlhi.;éctive, and this 5in brought death into the

world.

~3 How does one make amends for this form of wrongdoing
and eliminate, thereby, the effect of death, at least in part? The
answer is through the statute of the red heifer — by cbeying a
Diviné command that requires us to suppress our intellect in
deference to the Divine will. This is exactly the opposite of what
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Adam did, and, therefore, through the procedure of the heifer,
which is to us illogical, we redress his error and diminish fhe
uncleanliness of death from the world,

in a similar vein, one can comprehend the gravity of Moshe
Rabbeinu’s offence in this parashah. There is no doubt whatso-
ever that he had many sound and virtuous reasons for. striking
the rock, but il was still considered an error of judgement
because once the Almighty told him to speak to'it, anything else

<is unacceptable. There is nothing more virtuous than to submit
to the superior intelligence of Hashem.

Perhaps therein lies the pre-eminence of fulfilling mitzvos
as a AP MED — as an obligation rather than an opticnal and
voluntary performance (Kiddushin 31a). Discretional observance
leaves plenty of room for human miscaigulation, which cannot

arise if we only work under Divine ordééis.
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Death was urst decreed upon Adam Fier he sinned in the
Garden of Eden. After Adam ate of the fruit that God forbade
him to eat, God told him that he would no longer be able to
live forever but would have to die. On the surface, this might
appear as God's way of slapping Adam in the facg. In reality,
this was not the case. '

Rabbj Moshe Chaim Luzzatto explains why death became
hecessary at that time.* He says that God’s intention i
ing man and woman with a bod an w oul
should elevate itself. as well as th ing. their joiit
sojours on earth. Through this process, the body would receive
soul-like properties. This meant that Jjust as the soul has no

= S ML

physical limitations and cannot die, so would the body become

immortal, This would happen only if the person_allowed the
soul to-cantrol the body.

©-can_aeate a_wall between the body and soul and see
them as two different entities, with our sou! being for spiritual
pursuits and. our bodies for physical ones. If we do this, we

—Prevent the soul from totally infusing the body vwith its spiritual

purs

-fi operties, it
succumbs_to its physical limitations. When a body is not
elevated above its physical limitations, death becomes an even-
tuality.

The punishment of death that Adam received was not exter-
nally imposed by God. Rather, it was a necessary consequence
of what Adam did o himself. He legitimized eating as a
physical activity separate from what was good for his soul by
eating something God commanded him not 1o eat. In 50 doing,
Adam made a statement that separated his body from his soul,
making it subject to mortal iimitations;

This is an example of how people bring punishment upon
themselves by doing things that subject their bodies to the
limits of the physical world.

. { Luzzatto explains that the wall between body and soul does
not make the body incapable of being affected by the soul. The
body can still be elevated, but no longer to the point where it

. won't die. There are still many remaining levels of existence

through which the body can be elevated by the soul, Neverthe-
less, until the Messiah comes, souls will never be able fo feed
into_bodies enough spiritual nourishment for the bodies to
remain eternal. ' ‘

ﬁ Why Death Is Good for Mankind

Rabbi Luzzatto expands upon this as follows; Death is a
consequence of people’s inability to fully actualize the soul's
Potential in_elevating the body. Thus, the soul retains this
unused potential. The body toe suffers, because it is unable to
make use of everything the soul has to offer. Thus, as long as
the person is alive, both parts of the soul-body partnership

Suffer. God alleviates this anguish through death.

When a person dies, his or her soul goes to a place known
a3 the World of Souls. There, freed from the bady, it grows to
the extent that the person developed & durng his or her
lifetime, Tt develops according to how much Torah was learned
angd how many commandments of the Torah (mitzvot) were
observed while it was with the body. The body simultaneously
Boes through a decomposition process which purities it,’s al-
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This refers to a

son who runs to acquire and buy something, He does not

want to leave things as they are, so he moves quickly. This i is

called ritzah. Al ratzon is ritzah — quick movement in order to

attain something and attach it to the self,

Why does a person want something? Most desires convince

a person _that when he gets their object, he will be happier and

at peace. There ase people who replace their car every two years,

because they think they wﬂlj&;{feel better with a new car,

If a person would know that after antaining the thing he desires

he will not feel better, or be happier or more at peace, he would

not want it or run to acquite it. Fie would not invest so much

energy or time, and he would not make it a focus of his life.

A person may feel that he is lacking joy and peace, and thar
once he pets the object, he will have joy and peace. This type of

joy and peace is due to acquisition, and it ¢ot a

acquiring something one does not vet have,

3‘1 The Joy of. Existence
On the other hand, these is a kind of joy and peace that comes
from merely existing, Chazal said of this, "“Who is wealthy? He

who is happy with his loc.” Obviously, they were 1ot referring

to one who has all his needs fulfilled. Rather, they were speaking
about 2 person who s lacking in material things, and iscomplerely
happy.

Bur how can he be happy? He can't cover his monthly

expenses! His son might be in the hospital; he might have other
big problems. How, then, can he be happy?

This type of joy comes from existence itself. It is not a joy

based on acquisition of material things. If he makes a calen-

lation, he might find that in fact, he lacks more thines thap he

has, Bur he is happy because of his existence, not because of what

ke owns.
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This may be correct, bue it is a very superficial aitude. The

real reason more people aren' happy is because they want more

things besides their own existence. If we wouid need a reason to

be happy, we could claim, “Why should I be happy? 'm lacking

thisand thay” Bu if man's intrinsic nature is to be happy, as long

as he doesn’t make himself want things, he will always be happy.

The retzon initiates the removal of joy from a person's soul,

The truch is pot as it seems — that one feels he is lacking and

therefore is sad. It really the other way arcund, that because

«y 2 Persen wants things, he feels a lack, and thar lack removes his

q‘inl;rinsic ioy. oy is natural, and if one will just be careful not to

destroy himself, he will be happy.

The answer is clear: a person enly wants something if he

believes ¢hat he will be better off when he getg it than he is now,
Bu if his current state is satisfying, then the lack of desire does

not come from inner lifelessness, but because he now has all he -

needs.

The problem is that we really do not believe thar al} js well

and that we have everything, The passuk says’ “I left my mother’s
womb naked, and naked 1 shall return.”_ People think that a

person being born with nothing is 2 negative situation. This is

an errorf We are not bom with nothing, but with everything!

We are simply in the habit of thinking, “I need this and char.”

things. ;The situation has deteriorated 1o the point that a happy

persot is a very endangered species.

" Most_people arer't aware of this peaée. thl;;;mre
comes, they try to fulfill it. If chey don’, it’s not because they feel
complete without it, but because they cannot acquire the objecr,
due to lack of funds. “f don’t have the means, so I can’t fulall my
desire, but if I would have the means. T would certainly run tf).

- . . ,
buy it!” The person still experiences the desire, but he cannot act

_Eupon it. Heis not aware that uprooting the desire will uncover a

mare peaceful and happy world.

gt
.

“b__W'ﬁich is more perfect: the Divine soul in a person, of which

the Creator testifies thar it is very good, or an apartment on the

19* fioor? Cerrainky, the neshamah is more perfect! In general,

though, 2 person doesn’t know this, or even if he does, he doest
feel it. -

*(If he doesn’t know what it is like o stop desiring and stare

feeling the inner perfect state, he is fully conmnﬂcrgd that the desire
and its realization will really help him. Bur chis is only b;cf;.\;_l:use
he has never experienced an inner world bevond the world of his

desires.

1

—_—

-’ The desires of a person draw him ousside of himself As

. . . RS
mentioned, the word razzon {desire) is related to the word g

(run}, because it draws a person away from himself. This ru

! nning
makes him exit the self toward whar is outside the self, exiting
from the inner self to the ouside world, As long as a_persor’s

desires keep their full force, one “runs” ourward, and immed;-

ately aba_nc_fons his self, The rareon itselfis a departuire from his
essence.” -

—— »

2 Why is this? We understand that material desires rake a person
outward. If one wants 2 special apartment, a fancy car, or such,
he seeks things outside of himself. In those cases, it is clear thae
the ratzon takes him away from his self. Butifa PErson seems to
desire spiritual heights, in what way is he going outward? Aﬁer

all, he clearly seeks the opposite: to expand his inner self)

Certainly, this razzon has an advantage, but in a subtle way, it

He is trying to bring in from the outside something he doesn't
yet_possess._Once he truly does atain the level that is his goal,
of more accurately, reveals it in his soul, there will no longer be
a departurd ourward. Bue this is only after the desire is fulfifled.

While he maintains the desire, that which he wants o attain

causes him to move outward.

“n Therefore, as long as a person desires material acouisitions, ot

even if he is not happy with his lot in spiritual matters, his desire

is in full force, and he is always in a state of movement toward

things outside of himself. His soul is always running, and this

prevents the achicvement of serenicy.

This is like when someone is physically running. He.might be

huffing and puffing, or even if he is funning properly, he will not

have total inner serenity which requires being at rest. Therefore,

as long as one is even in a state of spiritual running, he cannot

uncover his real “I."

One might object: “But my desires are unigue to me, so.they

. 1

reveal my unigueness?
* There is some truth in that. but such desires are not a revelation

of the essence of the self, but only of rays projected out from the

self. This is because there is still a desire o attain something from

the ousside, so the self cannot be rruly exposed.

Deep dowsn, we already possess a serene entity. In arder

access_it, we must nullify the saterial desires and actain the Jevel

of “Wha is wealthy? He who is happy with is lot,” in spiritual
matters, as explained by out master, the Vilna Gaon. Then, we

can be serene. There will be set times when the razzon will be in

its futl force, to desire spiritual acquisitions, but there will also be

serene times, when we will be is happy with our lot.

H1f one has not nullified material desires and become happy

with his lot in spiritual matters, he will have no ianer peace.

He will not be able to discover his true self. The solitude, the
analytical thoughts, the closing of the eyes, and the darkness will
help but litele; they will not allow him to uncover his true self.

" Once a person has removed the evil from himself, nullihed
Material desites, and become happy with his lot in spiritual
matters, there will be nothing to drag him outward. A person is
dragged ourward by desires, and ance they arc quieted, the basis

-
of the outwargl departure becomes silenced, Then, he ¢an really

uncover the essence of the soul.
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