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The “Four Who Entered
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Talmud Bavli — Chagiga 14b-15b

The Rabbis taught in a Baraita: There were four who entered the sublime orchard, and they are
[the following]: Ben Azzai, Ben Zoma, Acher, and Rabbi Akiva. Before they entered, Rabbi
Akiva said to them, as a warning: when you reach near the pure marble stones, do not say,
“There is water here, there is water here! How can we continue further?”... Ben Azzai glanced
towards the Divine Presence and consequently died. It is upon him that the verse states:
difficult in the eyes of Hashem is the death of his devout ones. Ben Zoma glanced and became
mentally unstable. And it is upon him that the verse states: when you find honey, eat what is
sufficient for you, lest you be satiated and vomit it up. Acher chopped down saplings in the
orchard. Rabbi Akiva emerged in peace.
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Acher chopped down saplings in the orchard. It is upon him that the verse states: let not your
mouth bring guilt upon your flesh. What was it that happened? When Acher entered the orchard,
he saw the angel, Metatron, who was given permission to sit in order to record the merits of the
Jewish people. Acher said, “We have a tradition that above there is neither sitting, nor
competition, nor the back of a head, nor weariness. Yet Metatron is sitting! Perhaps there are
actually two authorities, God and Metatron.” ... [Metatron] was then given permission to erase
the merits of Acher. A Heavenly voice emerged and said, “Return, o wayward sons, except for
Acher.” [Acher] said to himself, “Since that person [himself] has been banished from that world
[the World to Come], let him go and indulge in [the pleasures of] this world. Acher [thus] stayed
to the ways of bad society.
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What [led up to Acher]’s failure? A Greek song never ceased from his mouth, even before he
went astray. Another answer: They said about Acher: When he would stand up from his eat in
the study hall, many heretical tracts would fall from his lap.
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Talmud Yerushalmi — Chagiga 9b

[What led Rabbi Elisha ben Avuyah to heresy?] Once he was sitting and studying ... and he saw
a man climb to the top of a tree and he took the mother [bird] with her children. The next day he
saw a different person ... take the children and send away the mother. He descended from there,
and was bitten by a snake and died. He said — the verse states: You shall surely send away the
mother bird and take the young — so that it will be good for you and you will live a long life.”
[He exclaimed] Where is the good for this person?!? Where is the long life for this person?!?... .
and some say because he saw the tongue of Rabbi Yehudah the Nachtom (“baker”) in the mouth
of'a dog and dripping blood. He said: This is the Torah and this is its reward?!? This tongue that
brought forth words of Torah in their proper form, this person who toiled for Torah knowledge
all of his lifetime! This is the Torah and this is its reward?!? It appears that there is no reward [in
this world] and no resurrection of the dead [as ultimate reward].
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Talmud Bavli — Kiddushin 49b

[If one betroths a woman] on the condition that I am a student, he need not be like Shimon ben
Azzai or Shimon ben Zoma. Rather [his condition is fulfilled if] any one thing they ask him he
can answer — even in [something simple like] Masechta de-Kallah.
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Talmud Bavli — Sota 49b
When Ben Zoma died, expounders of Torah ceased.
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They inquired of Ben Zoma: What is the law if one wishes to neuter a dog? Is this permitted?
The second question addressed to Ben Zoma: They inquired of Ben Zoma: if a virgin became
pregnant, what is her halachic status in regard to marrying a Kohen Gadol? ...
A story involving Ben Zoma: The Rabbis taught in a Baraita: An incident occurred with Rabbi
Yehoshua Ben Chananyah as he was standing upon a step in the Temple Mount. Now, Ben
Zoma, who was much younger than Rabbi Yehoshua saw him there but did not stand up before
him as befit his dignity. Noting this absent minded behavior, [Rabbi Yehoshua] said to him:
Where are you coming from and where are you headed to, ben Zoma? [Ben Zoma] replied to
[Rabbi Yehoshua]: I was surveying the space between the upper waters and the lower waters and
I discovered that there is between them where they join only three fingers' breadth ... Later,
Rabbi Yehoshua told his disciples: Ben Zoma is still on the outside.
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Talmud Bavli — Yevamot 63b
It has been taught in a Baraita: Rabbi Eliezer says: whoever does not engage in the mitzvah of
procreation is regarded as if he has spilled blood, as it says: whoever sheds the blood of a man,
by man shall his blood be shed. And it is written immediately after [this verse]: and as for you,
be fruitful and multiply... Ben Azzai says: One who abstains from procreation is regarded as if
he had both spilled blood and diminished the Divine image... They said to be Azzai, “There are
those who preach well, and perform well; and there are others who perform well but do not
preach well.” Ben Azzai answered them, “but what else can I do?”” For my soul craves the Torah.
The world can be preserved through other people.”
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Talmud Bavli — Ketubot 63a
The daughter of Rabbi Akiva did the same [as her mother did with Rabbi Akiva] with [her
husband] Ben Azzai. And this the basis of what people say, “A ewe follows a ewe! As does the
mother, so does the daughter!”
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Rabbi Akiva ascended in peace and descend in peace. And it is upon him that the verse states:
Draw me, we will run after you. And even by Rabbi Akiva - the ministering angels wished to
shove him away; but the Holy One, Blessed is He, said to them, “leave this elder be, for he is
deserving to make use of my honor.”
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Talmud Bavli — Bechorot 58a
Ben Azzai said: All of the sages of Israel are to me like a garlic peel — except for this “bald one”
[Rabbi Akiva]!

R P90 HRpre (11

DD IRWI PIRT Dy NIAN RWIT D¥KR D°IDINT 1220 111 109 (©°)

:DYIDIRD P17 M 9D ANAYY IRWD D°IDIRTI NOD2 MV maw 1990 NoR2 mNn aw 1 WR Y (2)
:DOIDIND P M 0D ANNYY DIDINT IRWD PIRT DY ORWIT 177Y° 0TV 1520 ondha (RD)
12YNPN OTWRD DY M0 RNIT TIPA PYD VORI N0 WK DY MnT (2D)

WWW.KOLLELYOMRISHON.ORG
A project of Yeshiva University Center for the Jewish Future — Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary




