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1 ASHEM spoke to Moses in the Wilderness of Sinal, in thg Tent of Meeting, on the ftrs:n of. the .
second month, in the second year after their exodus from the land gf Egypt, say 5':;1 5
? “Take a census of the entire assemnbly of the Children of Israel according to th;!r fai:l:hef;
according lo their fathers' household, by number of the names, every rnale accfor ‘mg.n et
head count. 3 From twenty years of age and up — everyone who goes out to the eg:;ni; o | .
— You shall count them according to thelr legions, you and Aaron. * And with you sha _ .
man from each iribe; a man whq isa Ieadef of his father':s fousehold. .
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" Systems which are set up in such a way that all the

parts are needed before any become relevant have a unique

quality: each part manifests a paradoxical duality. Each part
is at one and the samne time nothing and everything: nothing
because it is only a part, without the rest of the systemn it is
utterty useless; and everything because when all the other

plrts are in place and furictioning, it becomes essential and

critical, Fach part depends on all the others entirely, in this it
* is utlerly subservient; and vet all the others depend on i, in

this it is utterly controlling. 3

Jew is essential and unique utterly necess

urpose which the ewish nation must ifest ) it
iM $
desliny as a Jew. in fact, at a broader scale, all of mankind
and the Universe constitute such a s stemn: everythin in the

world is created unique in its position and funciion and will .

ultimately reveal how critically necessary it is in the greater

scheme of reality- _

When the Jewish people travelled through the desert
they travelled In formation ~ the diglel midbar, or "fl:fg@ of
the desert”; each tribe occupied a specific position within the
S of this formation lies in the fact that each

camp. The root o , e :
tribe has a specific identity and function within the }ewlsh
h tribe, each

people and therefore a sgeciﬁc place. Within eac
family has_a specific and unique role, and so too each
individual within each famnily. As the_jewish people were
Uniqueness of each element within the

being formed the
nation was being laid down.

feeling "of becoming larger than a single individual; the
experignce can be powerful.

ﬂe‘\:‘; respond in these two seemingly opposite ways
because that is-exactly the nature and purpose of the human
experience: each of us is unique, cosmically important; yet
we achieve our uniqueness_precisely when we fit into a.
larger order perfectly. Remarkably, it is exactly when we
blend into the Universal picture exactly as we should in

terms of our private, unique qualities and abilities that we
thrill to the realization that no-one else could fulfill this
particular function, no-one else could stand exactly here and
do what must be done here. [ fitin perfectly so that I become
'ﬂgdisﬁn_guishable as an individual, and _yel in so doing my
individuality swells to the proportions of the Universe. | am
nothing, and yet I am everything. Each person reflects the
uniqueness of the image of the Creator; the totality of the
Universe reflects the Oneness of the Creator; and in depth,
the two are not in contradiction.|

* * *

1%

This idea gives rise to insights into the work of each
individual. First, one must strive to discover omne's
uniqueness. What is my particular task? What essenfial part

f fhe Universe is mine to build? This question is critically
important — a life spent pursuing some unrealistic and
inappropriate goal is a life wasted, and worse, damages the
entire . structure,  When  that small and seemingly
insignificant screw in the carburettor of that engine which
we considered previously falls out of place and raitles
around in the cylinders, for example, the entire engine may
be irreparably damaged.)
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H - Second, one must realize that the thrill of fitting in is a
much more mature experience than the thrill of being a
loner at any cost: the immature personality will choose to
step ouf of line in order to experience its own uniqueness; the
fact that the overall structure is being betrayed and damaged
is ot relevant to such an undeveloped mind. Immaturity
cannot_seé the beauty in_yielding _the_seif in_order to
actualize the self; in truth, however, that is the only way to
genuine selthood.
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t seems to me that there are somwc very important principles
behind these statements by our Sages. They are profound prin-

ciples that need to be considered, analyzed and pondered long and

hard before we can reach a glimmer of understanding.
A person is bora. He grows up. He encounnters ditferent situa-
i 1iences. Ve i ip with life ;
ates a personal world for himself.-And he wonders, what is the pur-
pose of it all} What is he mecant to be doing? &

In order to answer these questions, we have ro recognize that
cvery person is nnigue, 3 world unto himself utterly unlike any
other. The buman species is the pinnacle of creation, the high
point of the whole cosmos. There is no creature in the cosmos
that in any way resembics humankind. And within humankind,
amone the billions and biliions of human beings thar inhabit
the surface of this planet, no two individuals are identical or
even alike.

You don’t have to be a genius or a philosopher to recognize the
uniquencss of every individual. Sure, we all have eyes, cars and
noses, but we are, cach and every onc of us, an cntire world that

:

has its own set of raw materials, its own experiences, its own sity-
atlons, S OWN _Clrcumstances, its own relationships, its own
strengths and shortcomings, its own fears, its own aspirar_io_ns_?
9M{The Almighty made us different. because He wa@' each
human being to engage the world as an artist, a sculptos whose
mission is to use his particular skills to mold hig parti(:ular‘i:aw
materiats into a living work of art. That is our purpose here on
this earth, to make our lives into living works of art. Everything
in this world can be used to form and decorate the vibrant art
of a human life. Evervthing in life, every deed, action and cir-
cumstance, can be construed to be forbidden, permitttd‘ or
hofv. And the synthesis of all these ¢lements, integrated and
intertwined, coalesce into one composite image that is the sém
\i/mtal of our lives. We are the artists, the sculptors, the creators

of the living works of art that will emerge from _our time spegt

on this earth, and it is our responsibility that what we produce
is_a_kevod shamayim, a testament to the glory of Heaven.

We have to understand, however, that in order ro be crealors we
need to forpe a bond with the Almighty, the source of all Creation:
There is not a blade of grass, a grain of sand, a microscopic atom
that {5 not sustained by the divine will. Therefore, in order to cre-
ate a beautiful work of art out of all the raw materials we are given,
we need siyata dishemaya, Divine Assistance — and we can get jt!
A person is the crown jewet of creation, the Almighty’s own hand-
iwork. A person — every person! — is the most exalted being in the
cosmos, and he has access to siyata dishemaya.

s Sa_ EVERY PERSON 1S PRICELESS
ust take a moment to contrast contemporary sociery’s attitude
towards a human being with that of the Torah. The society in

which we live has no regard for the siature of a person. It crush-

es, limits and confines the individual to a space of very small
dimensions. Tt doesn’t value him or respect him.
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nity and respect. There’s no good morning, no thank you, no
please, no excuse me, no manners, True, some people may say
these things out of rote {or the sake of formality, but do they real-
y_mean it? Mot ofien, There is not much seaskivity to other peo-
ple. It is alimost unheard of that a person should be accordedu
honor and respect simply because he is 2 human being. y
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o The Gcm.ara tclis us { Tam}'zza\ about two people that were
destined for a share in Olam Haba, the Next World, What did they

do? They were clowns. When they saw that people were sad they
would go into their act ~ and they would make pcople laugh.
There it is. ¥ou make people taugh, you carn a share in Olam
Haba. Of course, poking fun at people and making cynical, sar-
castic remarks can also make people laugh, but that will not earn
anyone a share in Olam Haba. But making people laugh to ailevi-
ate their pain, that is the work of a tzaddik,

Look how important the Torah considers cach person — any person!
*a simiple thing_l;dg::makiﬁg him laugh is rewarded with 4 share in the
world to come, The Torah views each human being as a wondrous liv-
ing soul. The Torah recognizes the boundless capital each person rep-
resents, the endless possibilities for accomplishment and creativity.

In_contemporary socicty, a persop is sent to 1he professionals and
given a battery of aptitude tests, and they declare, “You can be a pack-
er of toothpicks.” And that’s it, ‘The person is finished, worthless.

The Torah, however, recognizes that a human being has a cre-

tive_destiny, that every person is worthy of sivaie dishemaya, of
divine assistance, in his quest for fulfillment, that every person can
aspire to significant achievements in Torah. .

So you'll ask me a question. How can that be? Some people just
aren’t $0 smart or so bright. Some people are simply not capable
of solving complex problems or remembering a iot of marerial,
Some find it difficuit to understand things, so how can they pen-

etrate the Torah?

Yy

The answer is that “Yagaai umaizasi. | toiled, and 1 found.”
The Gemara assures ns that if vou really toil in Torah, with gen-
vine intensity and a pure heart, you will succeed. You will have siy-
ate dishesmaya. The Almighty will help vou find that which may
not belong to you according to vour talents and abilitics. He
knows what is in vour heart, that you care, that you are trying, and
He will belp vou.

rebbe once said to his chassid, “You don’t love the biggest
2ddik as much as the Almighty loves the biggest rasha.”

What does this mean? Wiy would the Almighty love a rasha? You
know why? Because as long as a person is alive, as long as a person
can still draw a living breath, the Almighty has great expectations
from him. As low as he has failen, there is always hope. And not

just hope for a small recovery but for the highest achievements. s

But in order to take advantage of this hope, a person has to

believe in himself. Fle bas to belicve in the immense OPPOrtUAILICS fy=—

and possibilities that are within his grasp. If he thinks of ’r.ﬁn"‘nself as
useless, a loser, be will float through his life and waste his ume.
"1 once saw in an old chassidishe sefer that when a person gets
up ‘i the morning, the first thing he shonld think about is Olam
Haba, the Next World. He shouldn™ think about a cup of.coffce.
He shouldn’t think about his problems and responsibilities. He
shonid think about Olam Haba, the Next World.

There is a profound message here. A person is slccPing and he
wakes up. His day iy about to begin, and the tone will 'bc set by
hig antitude towards what is coming,. Fc can think, “All right, here
we go again, another boring day full of toil and tmut‘blc.” What
kind of a day do you think he is going to have? He i defeated
pt:;'orc he has even started.

7 Bur iinagi'né if a person thinks about Olam Haba.b He opens his
eyes, and the first thing that goes through his mind is that he is an
:mmortal being, a spark of the divine cn route to the next world,
the eternal world, that he has to use this dav to accomplish and
achieve something, Fow different be will feel when he gets out of
bed with a buoyant heart and a spring to his step, how tortified to
face the challenges of evervday life, how hopeful and encouraged
b\-r the areatness of the enterprise of his existence.
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anhawnh — According lo their families, Le., the tribes
{Rasfii}. The earlier censuses (in Excdus yhad counted the na-
tion as & whole, without recognizing scparate tribal identities
{Bechor Shor).

R' Yaakouv Kamenetsky explains why the censuses of £x.
odus counted the nation as a whole, whereas those of Num-
bers counted the tribes separately. Until it was established
that the central motif in Jewish life is the Sanctuary, there
was a danger that one's identification with his’own tribe
would lead to “nationalism” and factionalism. Cnce it was
established, however, that all tribes locked to the Taberna-
cle as their primary unifying force, the establishment of sep- i
arate tribal identities would be healthy. Then, each tribe
would realize that its individual abilities should be developed =
for the service of Istacl’s national goal of Heavenly service.
Then, the iribes would be separate only in terms of the
unigue reles they were to play in realizing the naticnal des-
tiny.
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