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THE ESSENCE

 The Torah describes Amalek as “che one who chanced upon vou
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on_the way” (Devarim 25:18), because Amalek views all events as .

mere chance. Amalek is further described as “not yires Elokim” —
they did not fear G-d as He is manifest in_nature. They refused o
recognize G-d’s connection to the world and the events that occur
*Wixhiil_itz_és_ajhcisiuhmzm.dcnied_xhcmimer:\z:miana_nﬁ,clabim

acheirim, of other, secondary intellicent powers. So they attacked us
“baderech,” on the path. This word is used consistently in describing

Amalek’s attack in Beshalach, in Ki Savo, and in Shmuel. Perhaps the
significance of this is that one who believes in an intelligent divine
force that created and guides the world believes that the world has

a purpose and .goal — a path that has been designed for it. An athe-
st, who believes only in random chance, denies such a path. He
claims that the occurrences are random and unrelated, not part of
some master plan. Amalek attacks us on our path to receive the To-

rah, challenging the concept of a path, which signifies purpose and

meaning in the world.
3OThis explains another word used in conjunction with Amalek:
machar, “tomorrow.” Moshe joins Yehoshua to ficht Amalek “to-

morrow” (S/ae%yl7:9). S?}nilaf[j?, in théiﬁiégillah Esther tells the
king she will inform him “tomorrow” concerning Haman (Es#er

5:8). We who believe in G-d, who has a master plan for the world, I

om YROW PYY MR MPom yaen Yaw mminv 10 w3
qooni MONXCN DWIBAN KPR OPR ,DWYIW DIR'SD NI
1250 W PR D LNNPART MIRYRT DR T1°N0M NDLw)

02 77IaYR 7Y PR NIRRT MR- MR Twn3 W oo an
nwIonn XYR BPR 0Mppm mavon. by ;v ompnm mavon *
Loz mumy pbay nanbn 99y M .7aba nNRR DY RPRN
1Ry POt NP MK 0 L,RPWE NIEpY (HT NI B8 M1
X YR R 12 AYANDW NRRW a1 0ron mnnR yow yaph
Wwhy PwRnY 71 DY DTWDXR U W T IR0 YW TAYA
nawn N7 - ANy - DYWR TINEY MILRD IR 930w TRYR IR
SANYIT OBRY YW W ANNRI WAXY PIRY 2 URG mban

a3 1P W MR 7307 3% Por 0T 013 BARg oamw boey
MDY 1Y 0PI N9 W NTRYRT MMEnn Ta%m1 nRw
| poRme_manT IYR3 MRID T80 195 2RT A% mas mbos
OMADYT 107 Y 0 MYTING Y1290 TW IR MWK NR 1353 pind
TaRAn DY oIS wbw a1 oP3 mYPW anm omban yes
- T29p3 WMW 13,ANART MITIDY N1 MR 1 1N Sw qwiipn
WP - SpI3 DUMD D13 Ny YW am YR DYDY pwmy pmy

LB 5w ynin anbise camw vs% ,mawn nw Inva mwy? R
AYIRAT YR A NTA2 00D NYIRAT X XYY DIRT R 1O

have a tomorrow: Amalek, the atheist, has no tomorrow, only the

present, a chance accident that may or may not continue.
Amalek in gematria is safek, “doubt.” Amalek’s adamant doubt

that G-d has a connection to world events weakens belief by intro-
" ducing doubts. This js the meaning of our Sages’ statement that as

long as Amalek exists G-d’s Throne and His Name are incomplete
(Tanchuma, Ki Seitzei 11). G-d’s Throne represents our recognition
of His rule over the world. His Name signifies the divine attributes
with which we relate Him to the totality of experience. As long as
Amalek exists, recognition of Hashem is only partial and dimin-

ifhed.

31 : , -

G-d’s Throne is the representation of His malchus, His divine

i
!

providence in running the world. Amalek generates doubts and ™
mgakes it difficult to see G-d on that Throne guiding the world. |
When Amalek is around, everything appears as chance, as coinci- -

N s o N .
dence or the result of social, politicil, and economic causes. Thus,
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the Torah refers to G-d’s throne as “eis” instead of “kisei,” omitting
the alef (Shemos 17:16). When the alef, representing the one G-d,
is removed from the kisei it remains “keis,” hidden. The same verse |
refers to Hashem as Kah, spelled yud and bei. The four-letter Name
of Hashem, Yud-Kei-Vav-Kei, connotes that G-d was, is, and al-
ways will be — past, present, and future. The first two letters of the
Name, yud and bei, are the letters needed to form the words yibeyeh
and_hayah — “will be” and “was,” furure and past. The second

two letters, vav and hei, are the letters in hoveh — “is,” present. As |,

long as Amalek is a factor in the world, G-d can still be recognized \
from the past by studying the incidents of divine providence that
occur in Janach. G-d can also be discerned in the future by study-
ing the prophecies found in Zanach, G-d’s promises of future events
of divine providence. But in the present it is difficult to see G-d’s
hand in the events of the world. Hence the part of G-d’s Name that
"\{tindicatespast and future — the yud and hei — is intact, while the.
vav and hei, which indicate present. is removed.
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'3;PL1RIMZ THE RESOLUTION OF ALL DOUBT

his can all be understood in light of the motif of recogniz-

ing divine providence in the world. In reading the megillah, we
express the fact that history itself testifies to G-d’s guidance of world
events. Behind the myriad causes and effects, one can discern the hand
of Hashem directing everything toward His goals. The Gemara says
(Megillah 16b) that the parchment of the megillah needs sirtut — i

_ must be scored with lines before the letters are written, just like a To-

e




_ rah scroll. The letters and words of the Torah represent the unfolding

ypath that is already extant before those events actually occur.

b
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of events in this world. The almost invisible lines on the parchment
upon which these letters are written represent the divine plan, the

The joy of Purim is the joy of knowing that this world has pur-
pose and design and is not left to blind chance. There is no happi-
ness greater than the resolution of doubt. Purim resolved the doubts
caused by Amalek. This joy is expressed by the Gemara enjoining us
to drink wine “ad d’lo yada® (Megillah 7b), becomin intoxicated
until one cannot discern between blessing Mordechai and cursing
Haman. One who has faith and trust in HaKadosh Baruch Hu, and
realizes that it is He who runs the world, can feel secure even in a
situation where his own lack of control is most apparent, where he
is not even sure what is positive and what is negative. The realization
that the wofld is not the product of chance and accident, but the
creation+of an intelligent G-d who gives it purpose and direction,
gives the Jew a feeling of intense self-worth because he is of supreme

importance in G-d's plan. I
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