
WHEN DID THE PURIM STORY ACTUALLY TAKE PLACE?
History, Aggadah, and an Educational Challenge

 c wxt `xfr (1
(c):zFp §a¦l mz̈F` mi¦l£d ©a §nE dc̈Ed§i m ©r i ¥c§i mi ¦R ©x §n u ¤x ῭ d̈ m ©r i ¦d§i ©e 
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 (5 a weqt `i wxt l`ipc i"yx
(a)- 'ebe mikln dyly cer dpd l"z dne ziad dpay yeixce yexeyg`e yxek df mler xcqa exn` l"fx 

enye yexeyg` jeln iptl eizgz jlny yxekl oa el didy aezk oeixeb oa sqei xtqa la` ,icnl iriax iriax
:dyiana

 ` dyxt (`plie) dax xzq` (6
 ,opaxe iel 'x yexeyg` b `zyygzx` `ed yexeyg` xn` iel 'xz` yyeg exkefy in lky yexeyg` ixn` opaxe ,

e`ay yexeyg` xn` wgvi 'x ,oipaxe wgvi 'x ,yexeyg` ,yze gizxn didy `zyygzx` aezkd e`xw dnl ,ey`x
micedil oeyye dgny '`py einia zeaehd lk e`ay yexeyg` `ed ,micedil lecb la` '`py ,einia zexvd lk

did `l elv` xzq` dqpkpyn ,yexeyg` `ed ,elv` xzq` dqpkp `ly cr yexeyg` ixn` opax ,aeh meie dzyn
 .zecp lrea

R. Ezra Frazer
p. 1



WHEN DID THE PURIM STORY ACTUALLY TAKE PLACE?
History, Aggadah, and an Educational Challenge

 ` cenr ` sc dpyd y`x xe`nd lra (7
 [a"r b sc]dxexad `gqepd dlgz azek ip` jkitle oiyexita mbe ze`gqepa selge yeay iz`vnax dl siwzn .

laan `xfr dlr d`ad dpyl onf eze`a `ipze 'ebe `pc `zia iviye azk cere iccd` i`xw eyw k"`c `cg sqei
 `kd inc in 'eke iyingd ycga milyexi `aie xn`py enr ezelbeyeixc`ed `pz `zqygzx` `kd yxek `kd 

`ed ik elv` dfd xacd did xexa sqei ax ik 'itd `ed dfe `qxibd `id jk 'eke `zqygzx` `ed yeixc `ed yxek
`ed yeixc `edc yxekl dl opipnc k"`c sqei ax dl siwznc epiide `zqygzx` `ed yeixc `ed yxek

dilkg oa dingp ixacc `xfr xtqac i`xw jpd eyw ibg z`eapa i`xw igkenck ixyzn `le oqipn `zqygzx`
ipixg` i`xw iaizk cere `zqygzx` `ed yeixc `ed l"iw `de oqipn `le ixyzn dpen `ed myn epl d`xpy

xn`py enr ezelbe laan `xfr dlr d`ad dpyl onf eze`a `ipze 'eke `pc `zia iviye oqipn opipn `lc irnync
dlrnd ceqi `ed oey`xd ycegl cg`a ik dixza aizke jlnl ziriay dpy `id iyingd ycga milyexi `aie

meyn did envr dpy dze`ay xnel leki dz` i`e laan `xfr dlr d`ad dpyl onf eze`l epcnl o`kne laan
zeklna dl`d mixacd xg`e ziyy dpya gqt eyry xg`le ziad zkepg eyry xg`l i`xw iaizk `icdac

`ed yeixc `ed l"iwe jlnl ziriayd dpya oqipa '`a `xfr dlry oeike 'eke dixy oa `xfr qxt jln `zqygzx`
oqipn opipnc `zi` m`e `ed cg` oqip zlgz mr xc` seq onf ik did d`ad dpyl onf eze`a k"r `zqygzx`
aizen `wc y"n iccd` i`xw diteb sqei axl dil eywil `kdn g"xcl aizenc` z"`e dil `irain zipiny dpy

xnel yiy itl iccd` eyw `l sqei axl i`xw ixyzn mlerd zene` iklnl opipnc g"x`c e`l i` aiydl yi g"xl
meie dpye dpy lkl oke d`ad dpyl mei eze` cbpk cr ea cnry mein dpy oipen mlerd zene` iklnn jln lkl ik

icin `le iccd` eyw `le i`xw edlek ivxzine lel`a e` oeygxna did `zqygzx` `edc yeixc ea cnry
lr ibzqn `zrnyc `ibeq oicd lkc oeikc sqei axc `iyewl `wexit wilq `l izk`e g"xl i"x dl aizen d"yne

in dlr oidnznc epiide `xeeg `le dxexal 'nba 'ixcdne `zqygzx` `ed yeixc `ed yxek `edc `gxe` oicd
did xyk jln yxek dlr xn`w eda` 'xe `zqygzx`e yeixcc i`xwn di`x iziin i"xe g"xc `id i`n xnelk inc
`iyw n"n 'ixn`e i"xc `iyewl `wextl 'ixcde `zqygzx` `ed yeixc `ed yxek `ed `ziixaa `pzcn `pxixae

jlnd lr `l` oixen` opi` elld mixacd lky rcei iede uingdy xg`l o`k uingdy mcew o`k w"l 'iwxte
`xwp didy 'eke d`ad dpyl onf eze`a `ipzc `ziixa dze`a epipyy dn itl aezkd on d`xpy qxt ly oexg`d

el dncpy cala cg` mewna `l` yxek `xwpy n"ka el epivn `le `zqygzx` myae yeixc mya zeny ipya
d`iap ibg z`eapa oiglvne oiipa i`cedi iaye azky xyk jln didy itl yxek mya `xwpy meyn eda` 'xl

jln azky oeik qxt jln `zqygzx`e yeixce yxek mrhne l`xyi idl` mrhn elilkye epae ecr xa dixkfe
yxek `xwp jkle ezlgzn did xyk jln ike el did zeny dyly ik dfn epl d`xp qxt ikln xn`p `le qxt

'x ixacne `zqygzx`e yeixc mdy cg` jlnl zeny ipy epcnl d`ad dpyl onf eze`a epipyy `ziixa dze`ne
did `edy ezekln zlgza dciwtd dzidy jlnd yxek df oi`e yxek `edy iyilyd myd s` el epcnl eda`

xzq` oa did `ede qexcpqkl` ebxdy oexg`d jlnd did dfe icnd yeixc xg` laaa jlny qxt iklnn oey`xd
md mixac oze`y t"r` `zlz llb oa` ic oikacp aizkcn uingdy xnel eilr di`x e`iady dfe epizeax ixack

oeik `zpicn icna ic `zxiaa `zng`a gkzyi`c dlibn dze`a aezk `vnpy enk oey`xd jlnd yxek ixac
 mzexyk xg`l evingd mdipyy xnel epxaq dixack zeyrle dniiwl deve oexg`d dilr jnqydlerd `ed df

 mdiwecwc itle epizeax yxcn itl epiciaoekpd 'itd la` hytd itlyeixce yxek mrhne aezky df 
mipyde qxt jln did mdn cg` lk ik qxt ikln xn`y enk `ed ixde eid mikln dyly qxt jln `zqygzx`e

jlnd `zqygzx` mdl jenqe milynd did yeixce ligznd did yxeky ziad oipa oiprl exkfed mipey`xd
ipa epae aezky diryi z`eap dniiwzp olekae dingp ixaca yxetny enk milyexi zeneg dpa `ed s`y oexg`d

jpezxyi mdiklne jizeneg xkp ycwnd zia zk`ln lhal devy oey`xd `zqygzx` df oi`e oknq jkitl
.ozekfe ogay xikfdl df xg` dfa oxikfde elld mikln dylyl aezkd
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