The Mitzvot of Purim: More than meets the eye
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4. Rav Mosheh Lichtenstein, Purim: Holiday of Covenant and Salvation
In the generation of the destruction and its aftermath, the question of the covenant's continued validity arose. There were those
who saw the churban as God's revocation of the covenant. Benei Yisrael came to Yechezkel and asked, "Does a slave bear any




further responsibility towards his master after having been sold?" (Sanhedrin 105a). They viewed the churban as a divorce, the
end of their relationship with the Almighty. The exile marked the end of the unique bond of the berit.

These questions arose not only because of Benei Yisrael's banishment from the land, but from their presence in exile, as well.
Some claimed that the Torah bore relevance only in the Land of Israel, when they lived among idolaters. Then the Torah was
more moral and more sophisticated than the surrounding culture. But in the culture into which they now integrated, they
argued, the Torah no longer served any purpose. Shushan had a very liberal society — "to comply with every man's wishes™
(Esther 1:8). According to Chazal, Achashverosh even made kosher food available at his royal feast. Many Jews felt that the
Torah served no need in Persia. They were free to assimilate and fully integrate into the surrounding society. Additionally,
some may have adopted the pagan-style belief that God has dominion over Canaan, but His power did not extent to Persia.
These arguments cast a dark shadow over the berit between Am Yisrael and God, and the midrashim identify many allusions to
this effect from the beginning of the Megilla.

On Purim we celebrate not only the annulment of Haman's decree, but also the renewal of the covenant, as Chazal interpret:
"Kiyemu ve-kibelu' (Esther 9:27) — they affirmed what they had already received” (Shabbat 88a). "They re-accepted [the
Torah] during the times of Achashverosh” (ibid.). They reaffirmed the Torah's relevance to all times, to all places, under all
conditions. The renewal of the covenant commemorated on Purim came on the heels of the exile, of this encounter —
specifically, from the questioning of the covenant that resulted from this encounter.
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