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CHAPTER ONE

who claim that if boys and girls become accustomed to one
another from infancy they will not come to sin are in error, for
that goes against reality.* It is appropriate to be strict in this
matter as long as there is a possibility of establishing a separ-
ate school, and this applies to the youngest children, as well.?
Above age nine, we must certainly be strict under all circum-

90.. Habit is not powerful enough to quell one's sexual drive, for
its origins are deep within man. It is true that our sages
recognized that habit has the power to lessen the effect of
certain phenomena. Such is the explanation of Levush quoted
above in section IX regarding men and women sitting in the
same room at weddings, and so wrote Maharam Shik, Even
ha-Ezer 53 in his own day, regarding returning a woman's
greeting. Still, we should not deduce from this that through
coeducation the sexual drive is neutralized. The facts of
modern life speak for themselves.

There is evidence that both boys and girls are more open i

to the absorption of ideas and to profound thinking when
they study separately. Even the great rabbis of our day who
-approved mixed youth movements in the context of modern
life, did not advocate coeducational schooling, hence nothing
can be derived from the former regarding the latter. Regard-
ing Torah study there is even greater reason for maintaining
separation than regarding other subjects: Notwithstanding
modern conditions, it may not be wise to offer boys and girls
an identical Torah curriculum. See Serving the Creator, chap-
ter 13, “Perspectives,” and foatnotes 56 and 70.

91. Despite the fact that one authority is rclating to educational
conditions in the U.S., and the other to conditions in Israel,
their views concur. According to both, there is no hard and
fast prohibition regarding early childhood, yet the matter
would not please our sages. Likewise, both agree that one
may compromise only if it is impossible to establish two
strong educational institutions, one for boys and the other for
girls,

32
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SEPARATION OF MEN AND WOMEN @
stances, and whoever is lenient does not please our Sages.’

S'ridei Esh, Vol. II, Chapter 8: ;

The “Yeshurun™ organization, founded in France,” follows
the educational system practiced in Germany™ before the
Holocaust. According to the description I have received, boys
and girls sit in one room, but not on the same bench. At their
summer and winter sleep-over camps, there are separate
quarters for boys and girls, and they study Torah separately,

92. Igrot Moshe implies that starting at age nine, a concrete
prohibition applies.

93. A Jewish youth movement aimed at children and teenagers
from obscrvant homes, as well as the newly religious, operat-
ing chiefly in the cities of Paris and Strasbourg. It was
founded following the Second World War, and worked
among those children, survivors of the Holocaust, whose
parents had decided, for various reasons, to remain in
Europe. These parents had formerly belonged to the com-
munitics of France, Alsace and Germany, or had arrived in
France from Poland and Hungary. The vast majority of
refugees, having fallen prey to the rising tide of assimilation,
had begun to disappear quite rapidly among the gentiles,
probably due to the radical change they had undergone dur-
ing the war years.

This responsa is meant for those few families who still
held fast to their faith and to the ways of their ancestors. R.
Yehiel Weinberg understood the mentality of these refugees;
he, too, was a survivor, and had himself undergone terrifying
trials in wartime Germany and Poland. No date is inscribed
on the responsa, but it was presumably written in the mid-
fifties, :

94. We find examples of observant communities in the cities of
Frankfurt and Berlin, as well as devout circles in Hamburg,
Wurzberg, Fulda and elsewhere. Reference is to the “Ezra”
youth movement and others like it.

KX

too. The Counnselors, God-fearing, scrupulously observant f

individuals, accept responsibility that the boys and girls will
not go on unsupervised outings together.®

Objections have been raised against the organization’s
format, for it involves boys and girls in joint work efforts, and
unites them into a single group. According to a prominent
circle of Haredim, this approach is not in keeping with the
spirit of Judaism bequeathed to us by our ancestors and
sages. Such objections surely have some ‘basis, for as is
explained in the Talmud® and Poskim,’® men must be kept
apart from women lest frivolity result. It was for this reason

95. This may well describe the practices of *Ezra” in the old
German coinmunities, but in a number of details it does not
reflect the practices of religious youth movements in Israel.
Forexample, in many places there is no insistence on separate
seating, and there is evenan attitude that it is inappropriate to
make an issue of it.

In deciding whether comparison is appropriate, every
detail must judged on its own merits, both from a halakhic
and an educational standpoint. Relevant issues include the
general nature of the society, the atmosphere that holds sway
there, the counselors’ moral level, their professional and
Torah qualifications, and their ability to prevent unaccepta-
ble behavior and to insist upon the laws described in the
following chapters (such as those involving sexual arousal,
immodest appearance, and males and females being alone
together). .

96. “Haredim" corresponds roughly to *‘ultra-orthodox.” The
source refers here to Hungarian and Polish refugees who
arrived in France following the war.

97.  Succah 51b, regarding the Water Drawing ceremony. See

. above, section 1.
98.  Rambam, Hilkhot Yom Tov 6:21, See above, section VII.
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that Jewish communities always avoided e'stablishing mixed
organizations.

Even so, when those in charge of Yeshurun asked me
about this, I instructed them to continue their acttvities as
outlined by the great rabbis of Germany, saintly men®® whose
whole intent was to save the youth from the dangers of
assimilation which had spread through Germany in their day.
In this way they saved Jewish souls and succeeded in bringing
them close to Torah and the fear of God.

The great rabbis of Germany were experts in the field of
education. They therefore succeeded in establishing entire
generations possessed both of the fear of God, and of secular
learning as well. In this the great rabbis of Lithuania and
Poland were unsuccessful, because they did not know how to
adapt education to contemporary conditions, '

R. Yisrael Salanter,'®* on his return from Germany, where
he saw R. Azriel Hildesheimer lecture to young women on
Tanakh and Halakhah, is known to have said: “If a Lithua-
nian rabbi tried doing this with his congregation, he would
surely be removed from his pulpit, and rightly so.'? All the
same, I should only be sc fortunate as to have my place in
Heaven be with R. Hildesheimer, who fulfills, *‘When it is time
to act for God, violate the Torah'" (Psalms 119:126).1%*

99. Rabbis and great leaders, such as R. Azriel Hildesheimer in
Berlin, R. Shimshon Raphael Hirsch in Frankfurt, and R.
Yosef Carlebach in Hamburg.

100. - R. Weinberg is referring to the education of those Jews
outside of the Yeshiva world.

101. Father of the Mussar movement in nineteenth century
Lithuania.

102. It would be fitting to do so because he had trespassed what
was customary and accepted,

103. The sages of the Talmud relied on this verse in establishing a
*halakhic principle: It is best to turn a blind eye, and some-
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The rabbis of Poland and Hungary whom fate has
brought to Francesee the new customs and vigorously protest
against them, since they run counter to explicit rulings in the

times-even to permit a given prohibition, in order to protect
mitzvah observance as a whole. See the Mishnah at the end of
Berakhot, regarding the ordinance permitting one to invoke
‘God's name in greetings: Yoma 69a, regarding Shimon ha-
Tzaddik's wearing priestly garb outside the Temple for his
meeting with Alexander the Great: Gittin 60a regarding the
writing down of the Oral Law; Kessef Mishneh, Hilkhot Tal-
mud Torah 3:11 regarding 1he legitimacy of those engaged in
Torah study taking wages for it; Mordekhai, Berakhot, chap-
ter 80, regarding Torah study in a study hall where it will be
impossible to avoid hearing non-Jewish women sing.

Clearly, use of this subtle principle is the exclusive prerog-
ative of outstanding poskim. It is important to note that later
in this responsa (regarding women singing; see end of next
chapter) R. Weinberg wrote:

“Certainly it is our sages' prerogative to decide when it i§
‘time to act,’ and what may be violated. It is not something
that just anyone can decide.,. Yet here, where there is no
outright prohibition, we may ourselves rely upon precedent."

These words apply fully to our case, Were there an out-
right prohibition involved in the very existence-of an inte-
grated movement, it could not be made permissible through
the verse quoted above, With this we have an irrefutable
answer to those who.say that it is possible to permit and
organize forbidden activities, such as mixed dancing among

Jewish youth, on the claim that it.is better for the boys to -

dance with Jewish girls than with gentiles, This claim is
absurd. We are not entitled to cauge individuals to commit
one sin in order to protect them from another, even if that
second sin is more severe (see Yabla Omer Vol. 1, Oral
" Hayyim 30).
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sure has caused havoc among them, causing them to abandon
Torah and mitzvot. The old-fashioned Judaism of the elder
generation is considered a life of abstinence and isolation.
Study itself strikes them as a tiresome bore, and Judaism as
some sort of medieval spiritual ghetto, from which they must
flee with all their strength. 1% The resultsare well known, They
are rapidly assimilating, - !

I extend my most heartfelt blessings to Yeshurun, which is -

fighting to defend the spirit of Israel and its Torah. It banishes
the loneliness and lethargic despair of the young, allowing
them to see that there isstill hope. Its members encourage one
another not to be embarrassed in the face of ridicule, and this
alone is sufficient defence of this fine organization against its
detractors.!"” Likewise, their group study with its attractive,
modern format is a powerful educational factor not to be
belittled.

The opportunity to make friends with the oppositesexina
modest Jewish framework, and chaste, dignified outings and
diversions, hold a great power of attraction. They foster a
pure Jewish environment, where the young can soak up a love
for Torah and Jewishness, We do not live in a military dicta-
torship, after all, and we cannot coerce young people who are
turning away from us. 108 Only one path to salvation remains:

106. Here is the generation &ap, so rampant throughout the world,
In this case, a generation educated in Poland faces a genera-
tion educated in France.

107.  The youth movement thus provides what is lacking in the
home — a focal point where the young person can identify
with his ideals, -

108. 1t is true that according to the Talmud (see, for example,
Hulin 132b) the community has the power to force the indi-
vidual to keep mitavot, yet the matter depends upon the
efficiency of the means of compulsion. In our generation,
only educational means must therefore be used.
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Talmud and Poskim, Yet, these rabbis do not appreciate thtp

* conditions in France, and they do not see the sad state of

Judaism there, Quite the contrary, with their demands, they
Jjeopardize the development of an organization that has
already had much success in its educational programs.

We know how powerful is the flood of assimilation in
France, and how numerous the mixed marriages. In contrast
to other countries, where Judaism is rising from the depths to
become increasingly stronger, in France assimilation is
becoming worse and worse, French society is known for its
frivolity, shallowness, and unrestrained pursuit of pleasure .
and of external lustre, These unique conditions spread the
plague of assimilation, and many are its victims among the
Russian and Polish immigrants, !¢ Neglecting the proven
Orghodox educational methods of the great German rabbis
may spell final death for French Jewry. When it is time 1o act

Jfor God, violate the Torapt

Uniting boys and girls under the banner of Torah and
tradition jtself constitutes a great source of strength and
encouragement for the young, who are prey to the unceasing
influences of the Christian schools and the non-Jewish envir-
onment. The chief cause of the sad state in France is, in my
opinion, a feeling of isolation which weighs heavily upon
Jewish youth. The boy or girl has no spiritual niche in his

parents' home, for it has become empty of the vibrant, living
Jewish experience, 195 The pursuit of money and worldly plea-

" 104. Raised in a sheltered environment, they are not immune to

these dangers. .

105, Evenin those homes thatare still observant, there js ancestral
tradition, but no living, vibrant Jewish experience, They too
have been smitten with the Plague of materlalism, and they
lack the yearning for ideals necessary to inspire and attract
the young generation,
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to endear Judaism to them, demonstratingits spiritual beauty
in the framework of a Jewish fellowship that maintains jts
unique spiritual character with courage and pride.

While I partially understand those Haredim who see
eshurun™ as deviating from practices to which they were

accustomed in Poland and Hungary, I believe they are ignor-
ing the situation in France, These Jews of the old school exert
no influence over their environment.'* Concentrated in their
limited circle, the Haredim pay no attention to the assimila-
tion that is leaving its mark upon all, themselves included,
Even they themselves send their sons and daughters to non-
Jewish schools, and they have no guarantee that they will be
able to stem the tide. They trust in themselves, oblivious to
their children’s religious future.

The need of the hour is to create a core of religious youth,

8 movement with strong power -of attraction, whose
members, charged with contagious enthusiasm and rooted in

. our faith, will inject Judajsm with new energy, — an excite-
. ment and vitality capable of conquering hearts and uplifting
those weak souls whose Yearning for a pristine, holy Jewish
life has not yet been dimmed. Only Yeshurun can attract a
youth that is otherwise unreachable, and only their trailblaz-

) Words in this spirit were already exressed by Hazon Isk
in his guidelines as to our relationship with our non-observant
brethren: “At times of concealment [of Divine Providence],

bring back the people with love, setting them back on their
feet with its lustre” (Hazon Ish, Yorelh Deak 2:16),

* Refers to France and to the Haredim there, who likewise send
their children to non-Jewish schools.
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ing educational program offers our religion a fighting chance
of flourishing anew, 10

110.
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It is clear to whoever reads this responsa properly that R,
Weinberg is not pointing to the mixed youth group as an jdeal
plienomenon. The activities of *“Yeshurun™ were essentiai to
the education of the young generation in accordance with
conditions that reigned in France in his last years (and that
still reign there today. Now there is the added challenge of
guarding the Jewishness of refugees who arrived in France
from North Africa). If the organization truly cannot function
outside a sexvally mixed framework, we should Tesign our-
selves to this, on condition that the movement vigilantly

.maintain moral standards consistent with the dictates of

Halakhah.

May R. Weinberg's approval and encouragement be
transferred to the youth movements operating today in
Israel? Surely, the educational situation jn Israel does not
compare for severity to that of France, especially as regards
assimilation and intermarriage, At the same time, even reli-
gious youth in Israel are prey to alien influences, some of
them no less dangerous.

Israel has developed a chain of superb educational institu-
tions intended for religious high school students, Yet Israel is
an open society, The youth to which Irefer will go on to serve
in the Israeli armed forces, defending the Holy Land, and a
sizable portion will seek professional training in institutions
of higher learning,

Moreover, among those young people who have grown
up in towns like Ashdod and Rosh ha-Ayin, some have
difficulty “finding a spiritual niche in the homes of their
parents,” immigrants from Yemen or North Africa. They
require a focal point for philosophical identification, Also,
they need mutua] encouragement whose source is in the
shared longing to make lofty ideals a reality, in & “pure,
Jewish environment where they can soak up a love for Torah
and Jewishness,"” ; S
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which we can compel the younger generatio_n;tpqccept',l"orqli,
and mitzvot. Israel, too, faces the danger of "youth turning,
away," and must address the tagk of “*endearing Judaism arid
demonstrating jts spiritual beauty," It jg probable, therefore,
that in Israel, ag well, we need *“a framework of Jewish
fellowship that maintaing its spiritual character with courage
and pride,”

Furthermore, the distinction between q priori and ex post
JSacto is artificial, and irrelevant in the social context of our
day. Our youth lead inherently ex post facto lives, 4 priori,
Jewish parents must find matches for their children when
they approach “marriageable age” (asexplained in oursages’
guidelines quoted in chapter 4 of my work Fartners in Life),
Any deviation from this pathleads, in one form oranother, to
those same compromises, concessions and frustrations des-
cribed by our sages as hirhur aveirah, “impure thought"
(Kiddushin 29b), Unider such conditions, there is no guarantee
that absolute separation will be any less flawed in human or
halakhic terms than allowing the sexes to mix in a positive
framework, striving scrupulously to maintain oy sages’
standards,

We are not talking here about Yeshiva students, for they
are immunc day and night to the temptations of the Evi)

" Impulse: “If the Yezer Hara assails you, lead him to the Beir

Hamidrash, If he be made of stone, he wilj melt, if of iron, it
will break into fragments” (Kiddushin 30b). At issue here jg
the plight of Young people whose daily activity forces them
into contact with the Population at large — pe jt through
study, the work place or the army, and it is certain that they
will come into contact with.members of the Opposite sex. It is
fitting that their socjal lives be based on a framework which
will lead them, when the time comes, to the right marriage
partner. Hopefully, the match will be achieved via proper
actionsand a proper state of mind, in accordance with Torah
values and the strict halakhic constraints described in the

Israel, like France, *is not a military dictatorship," in

following chapters.
As for R, Weinberg
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] garding mixed
singing, sec the end of the next chapter.
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