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Making
the Laver

By

38.

8. nxy¥1 NXP3 — From the legions of mirrors. The Laver
|Kiyor] was a very large copper basin in the Tabernacle
Courtyard from which the Kohanim were required to wash
their hands and feet before performing the service. It was
not made of copper from the regular contributions, since
the Laver is not listed below (vs. 38-39) among the items
that were made from that copper. Our verse tells us that the
Laver was made exclusively from the brightly polished
sheets of copper that women used as mirrors, in those
days. When the call went out for contributions, the women
came with their copper mirrors and piled them up at
Moses’ dwelling, which, until the erection of the Taberna-

l&‘cle was known as the Tent of gtmg (33:7). Moses was

e

reluctant to accept such gifts for the Tabernacle, because
they had been used to incite lust. God told him he was
wrong, however, because these very same mirrors had
been instrumental in the survival of the nation. in Egypt,
the men had come home at night exhausted from a long
day of backbreakmg labor in the fields, and the women had

X'ywn mpm

e e e
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® He made the Laver of copper and its base of copper, from the mirrors of the legions who
massed at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting.

e F

used their mirrors to help entice them to continue normal
family life. Thanks to this, leglons of Jewish children were
born. To the contrary, God said, not only should the
mirrors be accepted, they should be used in their entirety
to make the Laver. [The reason the Torah does not give a
specific size for the Laver is that every single mirror had to
go into it, no matter how big it would become — so sacred
were those mirrors (/bn Ezra).] The Laver was unique in that
its water would be used in the future to bring peace
between husband and wife by proving the innocence of
women accused of adultery (see Numbers 5:17,28). Thus,
the implements that brought husbands and wives
together in Egypt were used exclusively to fashion the
utensil that would end suspicion and animosity withis/
famnilies (Rashi).

NJ¥ W8 — Those who massed. The women massed o
Moses' tent to bring their mirrors (Rashi). The women had
always massed at Moses’ tent to pray and hear the
teachings of God (Onkelos), and to rid themselves of the
temptations and base pleasures of this world (lbn Ezra)
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The Kiyor was a large basin from which the Kohanim would
wash their hands and feet before doing the Avodah (service).
It infused them with great holiness as they prepared for their
Divine task. Rashi says that it was made of sheets of polished
copper which the women had used as mirrors. When the appeal -
was made for contributions toward the building of the Mishkan,
the women donated these mirrors. Initially Moshe was hesitant to -
accept them because mirrors essentially serve to incite the yetzer
hara. Hashem told Moshe that he should take them because these :
mirrors were the means for the survival of Klal Yisrael in Egypt, as !
they were used by the women to encourage the men to continue
their normal family life.

In fact, while the donations of gold, silver, and other materials |
were melted down in order to form the necessary shapes of the
various vessels of the Mishkan, the copper mirrors used to make
the Kiyor were not melted down. As the Ibn Fzra (ibid.) notes,
every single mirror donated became part of the Kiyor, since it
was not limited by a specific size, unlike the ten Kiyorim built by
Shlomo HaMelech for the first Beis Hamikdash (see | Melachim
7:38). !

The Kiyor had another function besides its usage as a wash-
basin for the Kohanim. Rashi says in Parashas Nasso (Bamidbar
5:17) that _the water used to test a sotah (woman suspected of

¢

being_unfaithful to her husband) came from the Kiyor. Thus_its
purpose was to restore the couple’s shattered shalom bayis (if the
woman was indeed innocent of the charges against her). It would
also bring about the Divine blessings promised to one who was
blameless of any wrongdoing.

9 There is a very important message in the construction of ithe
Kiyor. A mitzvah has the koach (power) to infuse an inanimate
object like a_copper mirror with such intense holiness that it
becomes part of the eternity of Klal Yisrael as a vessel like the
Kiyor. It certainly has the koach to transform the heart and soul
of a human being into a worthy receptacle for holiness and purity.

2‘(Whe‘n‘_a person does a mitzvah, especially one that involves

great effort and expense, his neshamah is uplifted and he him- .
self becomes eternally attached to that mitzvah, which becomes
a_very part of his essence. Although this may not be visible to
the human eye, it is a reality which

permanently enhances one’s
neshamah. e e
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no gadlus. There are no great women and
no’'lowly women, and that is why nothing changes for them.
There is no gadlus, therefore there is nothing to change from

eneration to generation. -
’ But the truth is just the opposite. The original greatness of

the Jewish People from its very inception was guarded by the
women, and continues tobeso. N
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i Id be explained in

n Guard This phenomenon co.u
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|
|

i
|
|

W, PINAN TND OTNDY )2 2MMNH N NWIWIY NN 07 ¥l
QIND 2V WD LNYNNY DINNNY #W8) MPDN? HY YIND DN TN
TWM TN W IYPOND NIV IMN T DT NIV Py o0
NN NUX Y YIPNNY NIIPNY DY NN LYTND b wibnm
ODIDY_DW LGN W WO 212 DIMYYN 3 YPYY NNIMmA
PRNNT AMINT 11-2 MDYYE wabnm

a3
N 122N adh MY

ND NOM OWN ,JOUNN NONDD DY NONYNRN YW 0) NN N
OOM 10 KON NYIY D ,NIVNN [ONID DIV WENDA N9 Y195
MmN MONOHN MNNPRa MPbnwn S¢ TR DR DAY
12 TVIRD WD, Y102 OMHMANM Y KDY ARPA,MINNINDM
TNIIRANTN DYV 20 AYIT NN 1PWHN NINODY ,0MUNIL INIIND
P70 9 YNINY DT PRI ) .UM MIORYN PH 931 MNHBNm
YN LM TIAIY MIOHANT MM 257 NOYI DNIATINIY NON
PVNN PII1 2MOND ODAYNY WUPY [’ INTH YTD TY ,ORIN

D37 INY) AWR BYOI (83 b mmw) 97T ARt anow nn PN &
DoND_MONOHD NN_TN9YW 0ONa 7PR_NY 50 ,NoNOmn YN naph
DR_TWYD YW W03 NP DIN 999 PP 2 1or0w N L, TYnn
VTN IUN 93 IWUR DN Y IBRY Dwn M99 XaY L 19772 119 A

L) A =) Ml Ak |

MIN_DPIYNN LAY PRND IS0 719D TY ;99993 N 0N >N
NRONN NX_DINDY 12 MIPK ,I*apn 2199 3INNNYY INRNNY ,NPINYM
TR WVPYY VI ND D MmIwnn NONDHI NN mbinohn Yv
NONONY OMINT DN ON APNNN DYTY ORI DRYMmMD
ONNN_DNY_ONY 100 AW DB OND TIDTI MOonn
;ONPY_OMY IS5 ONMIYI MY Y N NNadva pvInm
NN MINONK BN NYNHT NNZIMY NNINY 13T NN PN NI
.omPmay

-

DAVYNND_ NI DNPON 1D 7NN APN M7 NBIN NBD INT N2

_Iunpw NN o3 opwyn

1N _OWYD WHWN 290N DIBYD N3 1IN MV ,ue MPonm
NS _LNONRION Y09 Y3 AP MAna oW ,NNna 0°aonn

2V M) D% D5 Sy nnm ywynwn 51500
2 wa noww Tond" (h .0 Run % xowon 970 YWRN a0 N
0 NN I ,NI9OY DIN M3 ,THT M ,NNY MA HNY NavD 190
APYUDIY T NAVND NONOD DY NP/ NNPN YW NI NN LINIOD

DD VISPNI YPYINN YHRND NIPNY ONNNZ NI V999 AN

AN ONS AR WPPY 0 .0ob mnw) I7NY DM 72N NUPnY DN
D23 PO NY AN IR TIND 1NN M MUY YN NS
NNIN L INDT TN ,NUN PN DIMIND TIT wI9D UNIPn NoNOn
VWY MOND JWIN NWYD MY NZON AN TIOND AN WY [, INoY
JODIDT TN P W

£ IIND AM AUNT 3NN WD AMYYNI MNMINM DD , U190 YIInN
;YAVN T2 anti NN ATV ATIN T80 N, MINN MINNA WRD DN

IMDYN AN 2NN 00700 TION NN YINN DIND T¥N yM N~

AAMND_SONONI NNNN_DIIIND 1Y) PR MMM YT I

T2 NSPD_TIS NV DN POIN LMY 993 MYwYHRn NN nmm*
270 NN/ TIMIN

meanm L Amvn mxs ,ndnd amn N Dam PR PN
MBI ANDHN NNON XM ,DION PY¥I MKY ,ATHA 53w MAWHI

 DNPDN IR ,NITIN MYNT YD 9913 0% NN %37 YANIN 1Y 1)

TN DIV INNDY NMY 02T 5Y NApN NIYD IININY ,antn 1o
JMDVUN T80 70 DY DI 97 PRI WAIN YN ,PN9NNN NWINY
ST VMDD NN DOV YPY IMNIAM IMPOIOY NN

MAg
IINSY NAIPNA NNOND MHIYN

712UNR ,NNB0N NOMWHEN ,A7aPN 8% NN MPN NNWR NN BH

DRI WY IVINID 117D Iy MIXIY AR LU0 MDD DNn0

TN DN QNG ININ WX IINDIND

CANY ,MOYPNN 1Y N2 MRV PMINIDY 1T PR YN nnar
;NI NI VD DN T 10URN MY RanDn 1w XY ymR

DT 9¥Y 557 Y9 P0aN 2 Yap ,nrapn YN YN A9Y omuyw
(109 DIV DY 115V PRV ,BINHI M) MINIY 0N YPHYN

g




24

" The man fills the house with content—with Torah and
mitzvos, and the woman creates the framework that receives

t. The home is the receptacle that holds all this holy content.

fhe content changes from generation to generation due to the
>rocess of yeridas ha-doros. But the framework, which is the

home, retains the same format without any change. Women to-

day protect the kedushah. and taharah of the Jewish home with
the same dedication that our foremothers did since the time of
Sarah and Rivkah and Miriam. ‘

2w

Let's take, for example, the classic story Goldilocks and the
Three Bears. Ostensibly, it is an innocent, clean story. But the
story tells us that she enters the house without permission,
eats without permission, and uses things without permission.
Aqd she doesn’t feel comfortable sitting, neither here nor there.
She needs to have maximum comfort. Altogether, there are no
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less than five Torah prohibitions and negative character traits
depicted in this simple little_story. Similarly, such stories of-
ten contain animals that display reprehensible behavior. Even
though the characters are depicted as animals, the bad example
they set will affect our children nonetheless.
1t all comes in the back door, unnoticed. Before we know it,
the degenerate culture of Olam HaZeh is flooding our home.

Our generation is like Egypt of old—the filth and impuri-
ty is overwhelming and threatens to wash us away. We must
stand guard and seal every crack and crevice in the wall of the |

. Jewish home. . . AN N2'DR ORTPRT T8 AR 12 ,]0WAR 93 NNk XPAT LD
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A mother prays for her children—that they should learn —
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build an appropriate home for them. She must fashion the -
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is like the Beis HaMikdash. When the home is prepared for ke-
dushah, when the utensils and devices in it are fitting for avo-
das Hashem, then kedushah comes to rest there—like it did in the
Beis HaMikdash.

The task of the Jewish woman is not an easy one. She must
guard the kedushah and taharah of her Beis HaMikdash, so it
should continue to remain in the same format throughout the

-p generations. She must stand like an unmovable rock and not

succumb to the winds of time. . ;
In our generation, even if a man cannot be the “Vilna Gaon,"

a woman can indeed be “the wife of the Vilna Gaon.” '
This is her role and her privilege!

s
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lighting a fire,” about which is written. “You shall not kindle fire
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in all your dwelling places on the Shabbos day.”* | | yiAoy mean oy BwY Tmwa vy 9o nr v ‘71:" AN R —
>k There should be a nice atmosphere in the home on Shabbos. [ ©.pY axan o DRY MNYY NK oM 71D T Tans?
There should be a feeling of peace and tranquility. During the . "
twenty-four hours of Shabbos, the atmosphere should be pleas-
_ant, because we are in the Beis HaMikdash, so to speak. |
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3 Maintaining this high level of domestic ﬁarmony on

Shabbos is challenging. A non-observant Jew once confided to
me: “I'm at work all week long, and my wife isn't home much
either. We meet only on Shabbos, and then the fights start:”

This is not what Shabbos is supposed to be. Shabbos is
“meant to unify the family. There is a specific halachah of shalom
on Shabbos. The greeting of “Shabbat shalom” is not a product
of modern Hebrew. It has its source in Chazal:

*/Wﬁ'en Shabbos commences, one says, “Shalom.” And when
it departs, one says, “Shabbos is not a day f6t crying out...
dwell in shalom, "4

When we desist from our work on Shabbos, it is in a spir-
it of peace and tranquility. This is the beautiful “fragrance” of
Shabbos. This is the special atmosphere that fills the home.

—% And why is Shabbos the time for a special halachah of sha-
lom bayis? Every person is unique. Husband and wife come
from different backgrounds, and when they come together to

build a home, their differences naturally create certain conflicts
and power struggles. The husband says, for very good reason,
that it should be like this. And the wife says, with very good
reason, the opposite. This creates problems. When Reuven is
Reuven and Rachel is Rachel, it’s hard te have real shalom bayis.

3’% But on Shabbos, we Jose our personal identity, s to speak. |

“And No Man
Shall Be in the
Ohel Mo’ed...”

There is no Reuven and no Rachel; there is only Hashem. We

eat at Hashem’s table. We are His guests. Usually, husband andk

wife don't fight when they are guests. In their own home, he
js the master of the house, and she is the mistress: They feel

they’re on their own turf and can be themselves. But when vis- |

iting others, neither of them is the head of the household, and
thus they unite.

.'I;his may be compared to two candles whd are arguing over
which of them sheds more light. When they're taken outside

into the sunlight, the argument ceases. For in relation to the
sun, candlelight becomes insignificant.

When we come home on Friday night, we
greet the angels and say, “Shalom aleichem
malachei  ha-shareis...” and we conclude,
“Tzeischem Ushalom....” First we greet the an-
gels and then say goodbye to them. This is surprising: Why do

we ask the angels to leave? Let them stay. Are they bothering
anyone?

. The Chofetz Chaim explains that we are saying shalom ale-
ichem to the angels of Shabbos and tzeischem Ishalom to the an-
gels of the week. This is similar to Yaakov's dream with the lad-
der, where the angels of Eretz Yisrael went up, and the angels

of chutz la’aretz came down to escort him further.
g gtI‘here is another answer to this question, based on our com-
_@rlson to the Beis HaMikdash. When a Koken offered korbanos

In the Temple courtyard, other people were permitted to be

present. But when he would enter the Kodesh HaKodashim, the

Torah commands, “And no man shall be in the Ohel Moed when he
enters to atone in the holy place, until he exits.”"®

The Midrash tells us that even angels were not allowed to
be present:

»{ He entered the Kodesh HuKodashim, and the ministering an-
gels fled from him. “And no ‘man’ shall be in the Ohel Moed
when he enters” — this refers to the ministering angels, about

whom is written (Yechezkel 1:10), “And the likeness of their faces
was the face of a ‘man.”"%

39 The moment in which the Kohen Gadol entered the Kodesh
HaKodashim was very special. Hashem was alone with His be-
loved nation. This intimate moment required absolute privacy.

Therefore, even the angels, with all due respect to their great-

ness and holiness, had to leave.

When we leave shul on Friday night, angels escort us home.

We come home and find the Shabbos table set. We stand and

say to the angels: “Shalom aleichem... bo’achem I'shalom... barchuni

Ushalom...” And then we say to them, “My dear angels, we are
about to recite Kiddush and begin the Shabbos meal. This is
the meal of Hashem. At this meal, ‘No “man” shall be in the Ohel
Mo’ed.” Therefore we bid you goodbye: ‘Tzeischem I'shalom!” The
time has come for you to leave, because this is a moment when

”

o

~ Yom Tov is compared to a pict;ure; each one has its own
beautiful scene. But Shabbos is like a mirror —it has no con-
tent of its own. Shabbos is a day on which the whole world
stops —no plowing, no cooking, no_writing, etc. And when

7kex&ything stops, what’s left? Hashem! On this day, there’s no

world. There’s only Hashem. Therefore, the mirror of Shabbos

reflects Hashem. That is why we say that Shabbos is the day of
Hashem.

And that is why Shabbos has so many intricate halachos. In
order to fulfill the mitzvah of lulav, you just need to pick up a
lulav. Shaking it in six directions adds to the mitzvah, but the
basic Torah requirement is fulfilled the moment you take the lu-
lav into your hand. Whereas on Shabbos, every move we make
is complicated. For twenty-four hours, we must pay attention
to everything we do. We make a salad,rropen the refrigerator,
turn on the tap, want to pull off a paper towgl...everywhere

e —

| we turn it’s Shabbos, Shabbos, and again Shabbos. And not just
! in the kitchen and the living room. When we go outside, we
* again encounter Shabbos: the complex laws of transferring ob-

jects from domain to domain. And so it is with virtually every
move we make on Shabbos.

- Hilchos_Shabbos surround and permeate our lives because
Hashem surrounds everything and fills everything. We live this
reality on Shabbos. There is nothing but Shabbos; there is noth-
ing but Hashem. The entire world ceases to exist, and we are
now with Hashem alone, since there is nothing else. In this way,
the numerous restrictions of Shabbos allow us to break free
of the bounds of ordinary, mundane reality. Today, we are not
just human beings living in the everyday world. We are trans-
formed and uplifted to a whole new plane of reality in which
we are alone with Hashem. : i
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't_Hashem is alone with His beloved people, and even angels can-
"J( not be present at this holy time.



L} J— In Vayakhel, the Torah tells us that the Kiyor was made “mrimna.
™ YR NND IR WR MRNEN - of the mirrors of the legions that
gathered at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting” (Shemos 38:8). Rashi
explains that these legions were the nashim tzidkanios, the righteous
women of Bnei Yisroel, who had come to contribute their copper
mirrors to the Mishkan. Rashi also mentions that the copper mirrors
were donated in addition to the terumas HaMishkan, and were not
counted with the rest of the copper in the reckoning at the beginning
of Parshas Pikudei.

Thus, the Kiyor is unique among the vessels of the Mishkan in that
it was not constructed from the materials contributed by all the people,
but only from this special contribution of the righteous women. The
gathering of the women at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting shows
us the extent to which the women desired to participate in the avo-
das HaMishkan. They therefore took their most prized possessions,
the mirrors they would use to adorn themselves, wluch symbolized

the ﬁreoccupation with worldly matters, and dedicated them to the
service of the Mishkan, declaring, “*2v1 230 101 W - Grace is false
and beauty is vanity” (Mishlei 31:30).
jJ/ On a deeper level, the construction of the Kiyor can be understood
in terms of the purpose it served in the Mishkan. Before the Kohanim
could approach the Mizbe'ach or enter the Mishkan, they were re-
hquired to wash their hands and feet with water from the Kiyor. It was
arite which purified the body, making it fit to perform the avodak in
an unblemished way, as Dovid HaMelech said: “0y2° "1 /71172 723 °»
"33Y 121 093 *p1 WP DpRA - Who shall ascend Hashem's mountain,
and who shall stand in His holy Place? One, of clean hands and a pure
mind” (Tehillim 24:4). Thus, the Kiyor was made specifically from
the copper mirrors of the righteous Jewish women. They wanted to
purify their neshamos by taking the mirrors which had served vanity,
_anﬁ:cast them aside. The act of giving up their mirrors was a rite of
‘(puriﬁcation, and this imbued the shiny copper plates with a special
ability to purify the minds and bodies of those who would wash from |

the water of the Kiyor, which was made from those very mirrors. The | _

hands and feet of the Kohar'nm thus were properly sanctified beforeH;‘
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