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2) Nehama Leibowitz: New studies in Shemot, page 17

” The picture drawn here of Israel is one of unrelieved gloom, characterless and faceless, devoid of personalities and bereft of
leadership, a suffering, downtrodden mass with no heroic figures*
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11) Nechama Leibowitz: New Studies in Shemot, pages 40-41

”Each of these represents an archetype. First he intervenes in a clash between a Jew and non-Jew, second, between two Jews
and third between two non-Jews. In all three cases Moses championed the just cause. Any further clash must needs belong
to one of these three categories. Had we only been told of the first clash we might have doubted the unselfishness of his
motives. Perhaps he had been activated by the sense of solidarity with his own people, hatred for the stronger oppressing his
brethren rather than pure justice. Had we been faced with the second example we might still have had our doubts. Perhaps
he was revolted by the disgrace of witnessing internal strife amongst his own folk, activated by national pride rather than the
objective facts. Came the third clash where both parties were outsiders neither brothers, friends nor neighbors. His sense of
justice and fair play became exclusively involved. He instinctively championed the just cause... A first win, as it were,
proves little. Perhaps he was prompted by the incentive of recognition and reward. Only when repeated championing of
justice brings no reward can we be convinced of the unselfishness of the deed*.
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13) Rambam Giude for the Perplexed 2:45

The first and the second degrees are only steps leading to prophecy... The first degree of prophecy consists in the
divine assistance which is given to a person, and induces and encourages him to do something good and grand,
e.g., to deliver a congregation of good men from the hands of evildoers; to save one noble person, or to bring
happiness to a large number of people; he finds in himself the cause that moves and urges him to this deed...
This faculty was always possessed by Moses from the time he had attained the age of manhood: it moved him to
slay the Egyptian, and to prevent evil from the two men that quarrelled; it was so strong that, after he had fled
from Egypt out of fear, and arrived in Midian, a trembling stranger, he could not restrain himself from interfering
when he saw wrong being done; he could not bear it. Comp. "And Moses rose and saved them" (Exod. ii. 17.)
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15) Rav S.R. Hirsch Bereshit 4:2

In contrast, pastoral life has its advantages. Already the fact that it deals only with living creatures whose care and attention call
for, and keep alive, all the humane feelings of tenderness and consideration is no small advantage. The instability of the
property as such, as well as the fact that it does not owe its existence, but only its care, to human beings is a protection against
placing too much value on property and its owners. The occupation does not make such a demand on the expenditure of actual
strength, is not such a strain on the mind in service of the work, and gives the mind the opportunity for elevating thoughts of
godliness and goodness. Thus we find our patriarchs as shepherds, and a Moses and a David with the flocks.
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