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One can only wonder.... After Yosef's multi-year sojourn in Egypt, how could he not have sent
even one letter to his father to inform him and to comfort him? After all, Egypt is only a six day
journey from Hebron. Respect for his father would have justified even a year's journey!
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"And Yosef called the name of his firstborn Menashe for ‘God has made me forget all my
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hardship and my entire father's house’.
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Your servant, our father said to us: “You know that my wife (Rachel) bore me two [sons]. One
has left me and I presumed-alas, he has surely been torn to pieces and I have not seen him since’.
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Could we find another such as him-a man in whom there is the spirit of God?
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And they served him [Yosef] separately; and them [the brothers] separately; and the Egyptians
who ate with him separately, for the Egyptians could not bear to eat food with the Hebrews, it
being an abomination to the Egyptians.
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"And the news was heard in the house of Pharaoh: “Yosef's brothers have come!” And it was
pleasing in the eyes of Pharaoh and in the eyes and his servants."
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...... Do not bury me in Egypt. For I will lie with my fathers, and you shall carry me out of
Egypt and bury me in their tomb."
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"Bury me with my fathers in the Cave which is in the field of Ephron the Hittite; in the Cave
which is in the field of Machpela, which faces Mamre in the land of Canaan; the field which
Avraham bought from Ephron the Hittite as a burial holding. There they buried Avraham and
Sara his wife, there they buried Yitzchak and Rivka his wife and there I buried Leah. The
purchase of the field and the Cave within it were from the Hittites.”
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After Yaakov's death, Yosef moves to fulfill his father’s wishes. He approaches Pharaoh’s
household and beseeches:
“Please, if I have found favor in your eyes, please speak to the ears of Pharaoh saying: My father
made me swear as follows, ‘Behold I am about to die. In my grave which I have hewn for
myself in the land of Canaan-there you will bury me.” And now allow me to go up and bury my
father. Then I will return."’
Pharaoh replies: "Go up and bury your father as he has made you swear."?

! Ibid 50:4-5
2 1bid 50:6
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