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Problems in Chinuch

As with every endeavour, involvement in the field of chinuch
recognises that some problems will occur and should be sincerely
acknowledged and appropriately addressed. .

A Denial is the worst thing possible, in that it negates any seri-
ous attempts at confronting the dilemma head on so as to find a
satisfactory solution. In much the same way that a person will be
encouraged and applauded through consulting medical special-

1sts when dealmg wrch a physmal allment it is es essential to | know

that there is no shame whatsoever in dlscussmg 51tuat10ns w1th

"’c_ﬁmlm and asking advice from experts. - i
mhor of the Chovos HaTalmidim was an emment

mechanech in pre-war Poland. In the excellent introduction to hlS»
sefer,_he notes that when dealing with any form of rebellion, it!
is important for parents to immediately “shift the blame off their
children and onto themselve_s Far from deflecting res onsibil-‘
ity, parents should undertake a detailed cheshbon hanefesh, crit-
ical self-analysis, so as to identify whether they might have not
devoted sufficient attention, love and tlme to their chlldren and|

thereby seek to rectify the problem.
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The Dubno Maggid suggests a solutlon based on a keen

observation of the world. In non-Jewish society, people defme
themselves and are_ defined by others. according to wh_a_t_t_hey

do. In Jewish society, people are defined by what they are.

elf

Eisav represented non- Jew1sh values He defmed hl

and expected other to define him by what he did. He wanted

w4,

to be seen as the athlete, the warrior, the storied hunter. The
basis for the admiration and love of other people was what he

"h’a?accomphshed in the past Should he cease to be a hunter, |

the admlratlon would cease as well Therefore, Yltz_c;hak

mouth,” the thmgs he had done in the past. But Yaakov rep- |

resented Jewish values. He was defined by what he was

ther

than by what he did. Therefore, Rivkah “loves” Yaakov, in the
present tense, a love that continues unmterrupted and is qgt>

dependent on hlS latest feat and achlevement - *
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T This is particularly true in our own times. Ask a non-
Jewish child what he wants to be when he grows up and hewill
inevitably tell you he wants to be a doctor or a lawyer or a
Silicon Valley entrepreneur or perhaps a rock star. Ask a
Jewish child, and hopefully he will tell you he wants to be a
?Aztzaddik, a talmid chacham, a baal chessed, and oveid
Hashem. Hopefully.
The Jewish child answers the question directly. He tells

Zyou what he wants to “be.” The non-Jewish child, however, is
not giving a direct answer to the question. He is telling what he
will “do” rather than what he will “be.” He has been condi-
tioned to believe that a person’s entire value is dependent on
his profession or vocation. If he is a doctor he is important. If
he is a mailman he is not important.

A columnist here in Baltimore recently wrote ‘a piece
decrying this tendency in society. Whenever he meets some-
one new at a function or party, it takes no more than fifteen
seconds before he is asked, “So what do you do?” Sometimes,
he is so annoyed he identifies himself as an auditor for the
Internal Revenue Service, which is a guarantéed conversation
stopper. Obviously, he concludes, in America “you are what
you do,” and what you really are — your character, your inter-
ests, your thoughts, your feelings, your opinions — do not
really matter that much.

In America, you are measured by your performance, by

what you do. Therefore, you may be idolized and adored one — \

day and despised the next. If the level of your performance
falls off, if you go through -a stretch when you strike out

instead of hitting, your fickle admirers will turn on you. After
all, it was not what you are that they never admired but what

you do,
basis for the admiration.

o This is not the perspective of Judaism. In fact, it is the
exact opposite. Judaism values all people for what they- are,

for thei Elokim, for their character, their integrity, their
goodness, their ethical standards, their menschlichkeit, their

spiritual accomplishments. What they do for a living or for
professional fulfiliment is only secondary.
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NE OF THE MOST widely discussed questions in parshas Tol-

dos has to do with the special love Yitzchak Avinu had for Eisav.
Keepmg in mind that the Torah mentions this love long before Yitz-
chak’s sight grew dim, when Yaakov and Eisav were still youngsters, it
cannot be that Yitzchak was unaware of Eisav’s rishus, his wickedness.
Furthermore, we know that Yitzchak Avinu was the embodiment of
middas hadin, the attribute of Divine judgment. Who, if not he, should
know who is truly righteous and who is wicked?

Furthermore, if we imagine for a moment what it must have been
like for Yaakov to grow up in Yitzchak Avinu’s house, it is equally
impossible that Yitzchak did not also have a deep love for Yaakov.
Yaakov Avinu was “D°27R 20 ON WK - A perfect man who dwelt in
tents” (verse 27). He was dedicated to the study of Torah. Thereisno |
doubt that Yitzchak and Yaakov learned together, and it must have

S |

ing Rabbemu HaKodesh discussing Torah with Rav. He described
the awesome encounter as follows: “Fiery laws stretched from the
mouth of Rebbi to the mouth of Rav, and from the mouth of Rav to
the mouth of Rebbi!” There is no question that the Avos HaKedoshim

learned Torah with tremendous 1nten51ty, kedushah (hohness) and
hasmadah (diligence).

Chazal (Kiddushin 30b) further say that, “A father, and son who
Jearn Torah together...become endeared to one other” Yitzchak Avinu
and Yaakov Avinu constantly shared in the milchemta shel Torah, the
battle of Torah. Their love and appreciation for one another must
have been equally intense and heartfelt. There was no need for Yitz;
chak Avinu to make shallow demonstratrons of his love for Yaakov,
to compliment him on his character, or to praise him for some act
of honor. For his part, Yaakov was uniquely suited to greatness, and
did not need to hear overt expressions of love and warmth from his
father. His self-esteem was independent of his parent’s acceptance.
Their love was demonstrated through the sharing of Torah. To have
demonstrated love in any other fashion would have only belittled the

%true affectron Yitzchak had for hlS younger SOn. .
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~ Eisav,onthe other hand, was very dittérent from Yaakov. “Wwy 7
AW VR TI VT WR - And Eisav became a man who knew to hunt, a
man of the field” (Bereishis 25:27). Onkelos translates the phrase “ish
yodeah tzayad” as “137°0UN1 123 - gevar nachshirchan” Tosafos (Bava
Basra 1392, X372 1n» 1"7) explains the word to mean a batlan, or
good-for-nothing. Yitzchak Avinu knew that Eisav spent his time ‘on.-
the streets; and in the field.

The Gemara (Kesuvos 50a) advises a person to “gently encourage
his son to learn from six years old until twelve. From twelve years
of age, yoreid imo Ichaiyav, that is, force him to learn with the strap

and by withholding food.” However, Yitzchak Avinu knew that Eisay
—Pwould not respond to pressure. He would just run away. So, he con-
" tinued to pour out his love on Eisav in the hope that large doses of
affection and praise would win Eisav over to Torah and mitzvos. This
is the meaning behind Yitzchak's request for matamim, tasty food.
Yitzchak himself surely derived ne special pleasure from gourmet
foods, but he took the opportunity to praise Eisav for his exceptional
skills. Yitzchak’s love generated a deep sense of respect in Eisav for his
father, and this kept him close to Yitzchak for many years. As long as
Yitzchak had a hand over Eisav, he did not become the murderer of

innocent people he was ultimately destined to become. Thus, when
the Torah reveals that “Yitzchak loved Eisav,’ it is not discussing his
feelings-for his son, but rather the outward expression of love he
constafitly showered upon him, which was considerably more than
he ever had to express to Yaakov.

3T

Yitzchak Avinu, therefore, serves as a model of parental dedication

; for us. Barring prophetic insight, no parent must ever give up on a
( child. One must continue to make the effort and do what needs to be
done in order to draw close even the most wayward of our children. |

Yitzchak’s love of Eisav demonstf?i_tss the way to draw a child close. '
It may be a parent’s first instinct to be critical of the disobedience and
bad behavior of a wayward child, but we learn from this parshah that
it is not the way. Eisav had one of the most wicked temperaments the
world has ever seen, and if anyone was deserving of severe punish-
ment and total rejection, it was he. Yet the Gemara (Kiddushin 18a)
states that Eisav never lost his status as a Jew. He was a Yisroel mumar,

a blemished Jew. His children were fully-fledged gentiles. Though
Yitzchak could not entirely wipe out the evil from Eisav’s soul, he at
least tried to temper it somewhat. Who knows how much evil Eisav
might have done had his father rejected him instead of showing af-
fection? Qur own children, full descendants of Avraham, Yitzchak,
. and Yaakov, certainly deserve our unconditional dedication. It is

impossible to know how deeply heartfelt love and encouragement !

can affect a child’s character.

t is obvious that before embarking upon any mitzvah, one

requires preparation to translate knowledge into. practlce

approaching bar mitzvah, a boy learns the halachos of tefillin;
upon becoming engaged, one attends choson classes, etc. Unfortu-
nately, not very much is taught or learnt regarding the obligation
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It is a daunting task, an awesome responsibility and challenge
that parents cannot shy away from. It goes without saying that chi-
nuch needs to be approached with due diligence and with the rever-
€nce appropriate to the task at hand. In this regard, it is worth bear-
ing in mind an interpretation of the posuk “This is the book (sefer) of

t.w:endants of man” (Bereishis 5:1). Rearing a child is equated

T
with writing a sefer Torah. From the opening word “Bereishis,”

the beginning of creation and life, up until the last words of the
Torah, documenting the end of Moshe’s life, every word has to be
written with the utmost care, attention and precision. Chinuch sim-
ilarly starts at the beginning of the child’s creation, preparing the
human being to cope with life and all its complexities, up to the very

*end And akin to writing a sefer Torah, it requires time, a rigorous
adherence to ha]achah and kedushah

_f

and privileges of chinuch. In this regard, let us examine the princi- -

ples involving the practical applications of the chinuch process.
Approaching this all-important topic, it is noteworthy that
there is no specific section dealing with chinuch within Shulchan

N — F - - -

The Chazon Ish used to say that the obligation of chinueh
commences vears before having children and before even con-
templating marriage! It begins with the person himself, with a

self-realization as to how he must behave and conduct his own
life as a mensch. Only once he has mastered the technique of self-
education is he in a suitable position to attempt to educate his
own children.

The behaviour of children bears an uncanny resemblance to the
conduct of their parents. The home is the bastion of chinuch. And
of course, children’s most immediate and powerful role models
are their parents, who establish the Torah framework in the home.
Parents can enthuse about the pleasantness and beauty of Torah

them to “command [their] children” to act likewise in the future. "
=P “Advertising” is the key. Parents must set an example, sending
their children the message to “do as you see and not just as I'say.”
Only where children witness the enactment of the good middos
that the parents wish them to emulate, where they regularly sense
\thelr parents’ joyous approach to mitzvos and pursuing a Torah
ife, can they be expected to follow suit. This truly leaves an ever-

Aruch. While there is a clear and designated procedure discussed
in seventy simonim (sections) for the full preparation of render-
ing an animal glatt kosher, in matters of chinuch there is no one
cpurse of action, no single formula when dealing with the most
precious of commodities, the moulding of pure Yiddishe nesho-
mos. Instead we are taught: “Chanoch lana’ar al pi darko — train
the youth according to his way” (Mishlei 22:6). , N

-~ lasting impression. R
_rastilis ripression.

-

R
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< There is one important ingredient that cannot be overlooked.
The successful chimich of a child, in the words of the Brisker Rav,
is based upon “der tatta’s lernen und der mama’s treren — the

father’s Torah learning and the mother’s tears.” Without placing

Eeﬁllah into the equation, says the Alshich Hakodosh, it is impos-
sible to guarantee success in educating our children.

The focus of religious life is the bayis, the Jewish home. The
home offers the child the emotional stability as he grows up and
the essential Torah education built upon fostering the relation-
‘ship between parent and child. The key to chinuch lies in forging-a
n;;nirgful and strong link between parent and child, one that can

ﬂ“c'levelop as the child grows up. The words av and ben, father and
son, unite to form the word even, a rocklike foundation (Rashi,
Vayechi). How often do children lament: “I have no meaningful
relationship with my father!” The “generation gap” must be suc-

cessfully bridged if the heritage of our Torah is to be enthusiasti-

cally passedon. o , :
I Erad VYisrod !
-+ Rivka Loved Yaakov — -
“And Rivka Loved Yaakov.” The possuk in Mishlei states, “nmw» oon 11
X NN 202 121 28 - A wise son pleases the father, but a Sfoolish son
is the grief of his mother” (Mishlei 10:1). This is because a foolish son
spends more time with his mother, and she is constantly confronted
with his fodlish ways. On a simple level, Rivka derived much pleasure
from seeing Yaakov grow into a true ben Torah, and worried over
Eisav’s sorry state. ‘
There is yet another reason for Rivka’s love. “G"3 2w 79 7 T0X"
TYS TP 2 POX® ORI OKRYY 171D TR DBR? U1 TV - And
Hashem said to her, ‘“Two peoples are in your womb, and two nations
from your womb shall separate, and each nation shall struggle with the
other, and the elder shall serve the younger'” (Bereishis 25:23). Rivka
received this nevuah (prophecy) from Shem, and it told her that the
elder of her twins was going to leave the path of Torah, while the

[:F?A'The ideal stable home is one where parent and child long for
" each other and seek to spend time together fostering their rela-_

tioriship. It is worth highlighting the importance attached to this,

© @s explained by the Chofetz Chaim (end of Chomas HaDas I1):

“Although it is mandatory for a father to designate fixed times for
Torah learning...and to perform all the mitzvos, there is an even
greater obligation for each person to consecrate a porfion of his
time to supervise the chinuch of his children, so that they journey

= -

in the path of our fathers and teachers.” What more can one add
to these holy words? _
)i\/ Quality time of a spiritual nature obligates the parent to
e

velop good middos and grow in Torah and yiras Shomayim. As™.

parents are busily engaged in professional endeavours, chavrusas
and communal affairs, the most suitable “free time” for one’s chil-
dren is at mealtimes and in particular on Shabbos. Rlinning_fggm
one Kiddush to another and socialising with guests is deplorable
where this negates devoting time to each child. Singing zemiros.
and allowing children to recount the divrei Torah learnt at school
make for a potent aspect of chinuch. Why deprive our children
of the indelible impression of the true beauty enveloping Shab;—
bos? The extension of “V’shomru v'nei Yisroel es haShabbos,” thga.

Jewish nation’s observance of Shabbos, will be where it is perpet-

uated “I'dorosom bris olam ~ for generations as an eternal cov-

enant” (Shemos 31:16). Children will then continue the legacy of
their parents.

LH s Parents should pay aﬁenﬁon to and show concern for all their

children, not just those who provide instant nachas. Where par--
ents attend to the underdeveloped child, it is possible for him to
excel and advance far more than his above-average siblings (KIi
Yakar, Vayechi). For chinuch to be potent, the parent has to strip
away all the various barriers and impediments, to reach out and
touch the child and thereby develop his potential.

BT 1 £~ Ny A= B L L €2 A~ 1 B
younger one would remain steadfast and develop into a great and il i o

righteous personality. Rivka, therefore, knew that Eisav was exactly
what his name implied: he was “gsui’, already completely formed. The
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Xessential evil character of Eisav would remain, and no amount of love

and encouragement would change that. Therefore, she loved Yaakov,
and demonstrated her admiration and appreciation for him as any

mother would do for a son that gives her nachas (pleasure).

z .

eventually become the father of the Ten Tribes of Israel, She had
great nachas from him, and her love for him grew stronger’'and |
stronger. Thus, the pasuk describes it in the present tense — there

was a constantly increasing level of love. _
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choose between two children whom she loved. We see, .in fact,
that throughout the chapter she is referred to as the mother of
both Yaakov and Eisav. For example, “Rivkah took the special

clothing of Eisav, her older son, which were with her in the house, — 102 339 bv wan NNaw 200 .apy NN XPYT NPT NINR ,NASY NBD NITMND)
v
©N9NYA DD NIV NI NINNY 1D 3Py SV INUDNIN NOYON ,APmniya9) ]

8 < ‘4
and she dressed Yaakov, her younger son.”” Both Yaakov and \
Ei lled h s here X - IDSY AP 1) NI PON3 - IRSYD 122 MHBSNNND) DPHININ TINURD AR
er son . ' L
Ry e ! ! MPHN3 05Yn Apy

Additionally, this pasxk shows that Eisav didn’t trust his wives
with his special clothing; his mother kept it for him. There was a
closeriess between Rivkah and both sons. This relationship is high-
lighted again by the Torah when Yitzchak Aswinu sends away Yaakov
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Aramean, brother of Rivkah, mother of Yaakov and Eisav.”
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