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erhaps we can understand this midrash with a mishnah in Pirkei
Avos (3:1) that says that one will have to give a din vcheshbon
in the future — “a judgment and accounting” — before G-d. The - -
Vilna Gaon explains the difference between a iz and a cheshbon.
He says that “4in” is the judgment on the sin one committed, and
“cheshbon” is accounting for the fact that during the time one com-
mitred the sin, one could have been performing a mitzvah. He will
*, not only be judged for the commission of a sin, but also for the
omission of the positive conduct-that could have been performed
durmg that time.
"~ Up until Yom Kippur they were occupied solely with the din, the
judgment on the sin of the golden calf. Immediarely after Yom Kip-
pur, they began to collect materials to build the Mishkan. Four days
later, on the fifteenth of Tishrei, they were ready to commence build-
ing the Mishkan with the materials they had collected. It was at this
time thar they reflected on the cheshbon, the accounting of the sin of |
the golden calf. They no longer focused on the acts they had done in -
committing the sin, but rather on what they could have achieved had |
they not sinned and received the Torah eighty days earlier. Had they |
_b_CE@b_l}}Ligg.the_Mshkan then._thc\LCau]d_hz_ve_z].rmd.v commnletad |
The cheshbon of the sin of the golden calf began on the first day |
of Sukkos, on the fifteenth day of Tishrei. And every year we repeat
;—siTnilar process. From Chodesh Elul we occupy ourselves with the
din, with the judgment of our sins of the past year. This period con-
" “Uudes on Yom Kippur. From the first day of Sukkos, we are able to ‘
* contemplate the cheshbon of those sins. We are able to commit our-
selves not only to avoid sin in the coming year, but also to occupy |
our time with the great and awesome opportunity to serve Hashem
and to attain great physical and spiritual accomplishments:-
Perhaps this is reflected in the difference between teshuvah miyirab,
repentance based on the fear of punishment for acts of commission, |
“fear related to prohibitions, and teshuvah meabavah, repentance |
based on love related to the positive commandments, repenting out
of concern for all the good one could have done in place of the sin.

Sukkos is a time filled with positive mitzvos with which we can
occupy ourselves immediately after Yom Kippur. In this way, we

R show our commitment to engage in the service of Hashem and thus
to bond with Him. The very first act that we do to forge this bond,
af the condlusion of Yom Kippur, is bulld a sukkah

Yij Lve ‘_';!,ﬂirv.ﬁ— (g ISL
‘We must live on the plane of chiddush, newness. We must
never expand into the natural. The first law in the Shulchan
Aruch, the code of Jewish law, concerns the beginning of the
day, the first obligation of the day. It is fascinating that that first
halachic obligation is to get out of bed! Understood superficially','
this is good advice. But there is much more than that here: what
is intended is a basic lesson in beginnings — if one is strong as
a lion to arise in the morning, if one begins the day with no
laziness, not allowing the sluggishness of natural human inertia
to contaminate the moment of waking, of first consc1ousness,
then the day can be spiritual, elevated! |
Everything goes after the beginning! Pure beginnings, |
beginnings beyond time, cannot possibly provide a foothold for
the negativity of staleness and depression. That is indeed the
post fitting beginning for a code of Jewish law!
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