


Rabbi Kenneth Brander

Rabbi Kenneth Brander is the inaugural Dean of Yeshiva University Center for the
Jewish Future (CJF). Rabbi Brander is also the Rabbi Emeritus of the Boca Raton
Synagogue, founding dean of the Boca Raton Community Kollel, and founder of the
Weinbaum Yeshiva High School of Broward and Palm Beach Counties. He is a 1984
alumnus of Yeshiva College and received his ordination from the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan
Theological Seminary in 1986. During that time he served as the student assistant to the
esteemed Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik. He received special ordination from Machon
Puah, a center of medical ethics in Israel, in 1999 and from the Chief Rabbi, Mordechai
Eliyahu, in the field of medical ethics—infertility, gynecology, and halakhah. He is
currently a PhD candidate in general philosophy at Florida Atlantic University (FAU).

Rabbi Brander has authored many articles in various scholarly journals and also co-edited
The Yeshiva University Haggadah. He is married to Rachel Tambor Brander. They are
blessed with five children.

The Manhattan Women’s Summer Beit Midrash

Sponsored by Yeshiva University’s Center for the Jewish Future and Lincoln Square
Synagogue, this 4 week program combines dynamic Torah study with community
outreach. The Beit Midrash is comprised of 10 full time learning Fellows who learn in
text-intensive sessions and lectures focusing on Halakha, Gemara and Tanach. The
community from the surrounding area of the Synagogue and the metropolitan area are
welcome to join the Fellows in their full-time study as well as take advantage of special
community programming such as, evening lectures, afternoon programs for elementary
school students and lunch and learn sessions for women in the community. This year’s
Beit Midrash dates are July 6 - 29. Please contact Sarah Emerson Helfand for more
information at semerson @yu.edu.

Yeshiva University’s Center for the Jewish Future:

Our mission is to shape, enrich and inspire the contemporary Jewish community with the
resources of Yeshiva University in the following three ways: infusing the student body
with a spirit of leadership and sense of Klal Yisrael; building, cultivating, and supporting
communities and their lay and rabbinic leaders; and creating a global movement that
promotes the values of Yeshiva University.



Source #1 Biblical Sources

A. Habakuk 1:7
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They are terrible and dreadful; their law and their majesty proceed from themselves

B. Bamidbar 24:7
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- Water shall flow from his branches, and his seed shall be in many waters; and his king

C. Yeshayahu 16:5
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David, one that judgeth, and seeketh justice, and is ready in righteousness.
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To the first he (the reader) shall say additionally: ""May He who answered Abraham on
Mount Moriah answer you, and listen to your (prayer and) cry on this day. Blessed art

thou, O Lord, Redeemer of Israel!" To the second he shall say: "May He who answered
our ancestors on the Red Sea answer you, and listen favorably unto your cry this day.
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G. Tehilim 103:15
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As for man, his days are as grass; as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth.
Tehilim 144:4
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Man is like unto a breath; his days are as a shadow that passeth away.

Brachot 33a
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Source #2 Ohr Zarua vol 2: Laws of Rosh Hashana

R. Yitzchak ben R. Moshe of Vienna was born ca. 1180, and died ca. 1250. He was a student of
Raavyah and other Tosafists in Ashkenaz, and was the teacher of Maharam of Rothenburg and
other Tosafists. He is best known for his Or Zarua, one of the most important halachic compendia
containing the decisions of Ashkenazic rishonim. This work is arranged according to the order of
the Talmudic tractates (the breakdown of the work into simanim is a printer's innovation, and is
somewhat arbitrary). The halachic decisions of the Or Zarua are cited frequently by later
authorities, primarily by the Mordechai and the Hagahot Asheri, and are often cited by the Beit
Yosef and other posekim. ‘
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in Courland (1926). He translated into Yiddish Josephus’ Jew-
ish Wars (1914), Dubnow’s History of the Jews (1909-10), and
H.G. Wells’ Outline of History (1930). During the Nazi oc-
cupation he was forced to select the books to be shipped to
Germany. In the Vilna ghetto Kalmanovitch kept a diary in
Hebrew. It is written in a spirit of resignation; he expresses the
hope that, by carrying out the orders of the Nazis, some lives
might be spared. With the liquidation of the Vilna ghetto in
September 1943, he was deported to an extermination camp in
Estonia where he died the following winter. His ghetto diary
was published in an English translation in the y1vo Annual of
Jewish Social Science, 8 (1951) and in a Yiddish translation in
the vIvo Bleter, 35 (1951) and New Series, 3 (1997), 43-113.
BIBLIOGRAPHY: Rejzen, Leksikon, 3 (1929), 693-6; S. Kacz-
erginski, Khurbn Vilne (1947), 208-10: M. Dworzecki, Yerushalayim
de-Lita in Kamfun Umkum (1948). ADD. BIBLIOGRAPHY: Y. Mark,
in: Di Goldene Keyt, 93 (1977), 127-43.
[Elias Schulman / Gennady Estraikh (274 ed.)]

KALMANOWITZ, ABRAHAM (1891-1964), rabbi and rosh
yeshivah. Born in Delyatis, Belorussia, he received his educa-
tion at the yeshivot of Zavahil, Eisiskes, Slobodka, and Telz,
and was ordained by the rabbis Raphael Shapiro of Volozhin,
Elijah Baruch Komai of Mir, Moses Mordecai *Epstein of
Slobodka, and Eliezer Rabinowitz of Minsk. At the unusually
young age of 22, Kalmanowitz was chosen as the rabbi of Ra-
kov (1913), where he later established an advanced yeshivah
(1916). During the Bolshevik Revolution he aided Jews who
had been arrested by the Bolsheviks and was consequently
arrested and imprisoned in Minsk. Kalmanowitz served as a
member of the Moezet Gedolei ha-Torah of *Agudat Israel and
was among the founders of the Vaad ha-Yeshivot in Vilna. He
assisted R. Hayyim Ozer *Grodzinski in organizing the Ateret
Zevi kolel in Vilna which later moved to Otwock. In 1926, Kal-
manowitz was elected president of the Mir yeshivah. In 1929
he became the rabbi of Tiktin (Tykocin) and also established
a yeshivah there.

After the outbreak of World War 11, Kalmanowitz accom-
panied the Mir yeshivah to Vilna, where it sought refuge. In
1940 he succeeded in emigrating to the United States and there
devoted himself to rescuing European rabbis, heads of yeshi-
vot, and their students. Kalmanowitz arranged for the transfer
of the Mir yeshivah to Kobe, Japan, and later Shanghai, where
Kalmanowitz made himself responsible for its upkeep for the
duration of the war. In 1945 he arranged for its transfer to the
United States and Erez Israel, and in 1946 he reopened the Mir
yeshivah in Brooklyn, New York, with the new arrivals serv-
ing as the nucleus. American-born youngsters were gradually
attracted to the new school and it became a leading American
yeshivah. Later, Kalmanowitz was active in the Ozar ha-Torah,
which aided Jewish education in Morocco, Algeria, and Tu-
nisia, bringing youngsters from these countries to the United
States to study in a special division of the Mir yeshivah.

BIBLIOGRAPHY: O. Rand (ed.), Toledot Anshei Shem (1950),

1uyf. [Aaron Rothkoff]
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KALONYMUS

KALMS, SIR (Harold) STANLEY, BARON (1931~ ), Brit-
ish businessman, communal leader, and figure in the Con-
servative Party. Born in London in 1931, Kalms was chairman
of the Dixon Group from 1948 to 2002, which he developed
from a single photographic shop into one of the biggest and
best known of British high street retail chains, specializing
in electronic equipment, especially televisions and stereos,
computers, and household appliances. Dixons also owned a
number of other well-known British retail chains in the same
field, such as Currys and PCWorld. Within the Anglo-Jewish
community Kalms became well known as the author of the
“Kalms Report” of 1992, entitled A Time For Change, which
recommended a sweeping reorganization of the financial bases
of the mainstream United Synagogue. He was also the founder
of the Stanley Kalms Foundation to encourage Orthodox Jew-
ish education. In addition, Kalms was an influential figure in
the administrative organization of the Conservative Party,
serving from 2001 as the Party’s treasurer. He was knighted
in 1996 and received a life peerage in 2004.

[William D. Rubinstein (214 ed.)]

KALNITSKY, GEORGE (1917~ ), U.S. biochemist, born
in Brooklyn, New York City. He worked at the University of
Chicago and the U.S. Office of Scientific Research and De-
velopment before joining the University of Iowa College of
Medicine (1946), where he became professor (1957). His main
research field was bacterial and mammalian metabolism. He
made major contributions to clarifying the intermediate steps
in the citric acid (Krebs) cycle for generating energy from
the oxidation of glucose. He also contributed to understand-
ing the chemistry of enzyme action. He was active in Jewish

communal affairs.
[Michael Denman (2m ed.)]

KALONYMUS, one of the most eminent Jewish families in
Germany which flourished from the 9t to the 13t century, es-
pecially in the cities near the Rhine. Among its members were
numerous rabbis, preachers, poets, teachers, authors, moral-
ists, and theologians, and most of the prominent communal
leaders of this period came from its ranks. The origins of the
family go back to eighth-century Italy, although the name
Kalonymus appears in talmudic literature. The father of On-
kelos, the great translator of the Bible, was, according to Avo-
dah Zarah 1a, called Kalonymus, although other sources refer
to him by a different name, e.g., Kolonikos (Git. 56b). While
Kalonymus is the name of many medieval Jewish families, its
appearance does not always indicate a connection with the
family described here.

Two major events stand out in the family’s history: the
migration of the family from southern Italy to Germany in the
ninth century, and their leadership of the Jews in Germany
during the Crusades, especially during the massacres of 1096
(the year of the First Crusade) and the subsequent upheaval
of the 12t and 13" centuries. The Kalonymus family tree, de-
spite many attempts, has not been accurately described. The
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KALONYMUS

family had many branches, with the same names frequently
recurring in different cities and different generations, so that
it is very easy to confuse them. The best and most complete
tradition regarding the history of the family is given in a small
polemical work written probably around 1220 by *Eleazar b.
Judah (b. Kalonymus) of Worms, the author of the Rokeuh.
Eleazar’s aim in his polemic was to prove that the version of
the prayers recited by himself and his circle was the true one,
as opposed to the various changes introduced by rabbis in
France and England. He gave a list of his family and teachers
in order to demonstrate the antiquity and reliability of his ver-
sion, which was printed by Joseph *Delmedigo in his Mazref
le-Hokhmah. The list also appears in other manuscripts and
has been discussed at length by many scholars, especially H.
Gross and A. Neubauer. The Paris manuscript, no. 772, p. 60a,
gives the following version:

“I, Eleazar ha-Katan, received the true version of the prayers
from my father and teacher, Rabbi Judah, son of Rabbi Kal-
onymus, son of Moses, son of Rabbi Judah, son of Rabbi Kal-
onymus, son of Rabbi Moses, son of Rabbi Kalonymus, son
of Judah.

“And I also received it from *Judah he-Hasid, as he re-
ceived it from his father, Rabbi *Samuel he-Hasid, as he re-
ceived it from Rabbi Eleazar he-Hazzan of Speyer; for when
Rabbi Kalonymus died, his son Rabbi Samuel he-Hasid was only
a boy, so he gave (transmitted) it to Rabbi Eleazar he-Hazzan
of Speyer, and when he, Rabbi Samuel he-Hasid, grew up, he
received [the secrets] from him, as was ordered by Rabbi Kal-
onymus the Elder.

“And Rabbi Kalonymus the Elder received [the tradition]
from his father, Rabbi Isaac; and Rabbi Isaac received [it] from
his father, Rabbi Eleazar the Great, son of Rabbi Isaac, son of
Rabbi Joshua, son of Rabbi Abun, the Rabbi Abun who was the
grandfather of Rabbi Simeon the Great, of Mainz.

“And Rabbi Eleazar the Great was a student of Rabbi
Simeon the Great. For Rabbi Isaac, the father of Rabbi Simeon
the Great, and Rabbi Joshua, the grandfather of Rabbi Eleazar
the Great, were brothers. This is why Rabbi Simeon was like a
father to him, for when Rabbi Isaac died his son Rabbi Eleazar
the Great was just a small boy, and he grew up in his house and
he taught him the Torah, And he was [with] Rabbi Gershom,
Meor ha-Golah.

“Rabbi Judah ha-Kohen also transmitted his [knowledge]
to Rabbi Eleazar the Great. This was Rabbi Judah ha-Kohen who
wrote the book of laws; he was the father of Rabbi Abraham ha-
Kohen, and Rabbi Abraham ha-Kohen was the father of Rabbi
Meir ha-Kohen, who was the father of Rabbi Eleazar ha-Kohen
he-Hasid. Rabbi Eleazar ha-Kohen he-Hasid was the father of
Rabbi Jacob ha-Kohen he-Hasid, the young one.

“They all received the secret of the true version of the
prayers, teacher from his teacher, up to Abu Aaron, the son of
Rabbi Samuel ha-Nasi, who came from Babylonia because of a
misadventure, and had to wander from place to place [as a pun-
ishment], until he came to the country of Lombardy, to a city
named Lucca, where he found Rabbi Moses [son of Kalonymus],
who wrote the piyyut, Eimat Norotekha, and he [Abu Aaron]
transmitted to him all his secrets. And he was Rabbi Moses,
son of Kalonymus, son of Rabbi Judah. He was the first who
left Lombardy, he and his sons, Rabbi Kalonymus and Rabbi
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Jekuthiel, and his relation Rabbi Ithiel, and other important
persons; for the king Charles brought them with him from the
country of Lombardy, and settled them in Mainz, and there they
multiplied and flourished very much; until God’s fury hit all the
holy communities in the year 1096. And then we were all lost,
all perished, except very few who were left from our kinsmen.
[Rabbi Kalonymus] the Elder who transmitted [the Torah] to
Rabbi Eleazar he-Hazzan of Speyer, as we have written above,
and Rabbi Eleazar he-Hazzan transmitted it to Rabbi Judah he-
Hasid, and from him I, the small one, received the secrets of the
prayers and other secrets”

This list is as close to a Kalonymus family tree as exists to-
day, though many more members of the family are known
from other sources (see below). It is evident that the family
originally flourished in southern Italy, from where some of
its members were moved by one of the Carolingian emperors
to the Rhine cities in Germany. There was some controversy
among scholars as to the identity of this ruler; some texts ex-
plicitly named Charlemagne as the king responsible for the
move, but this seems to be a later emendation to the text. It
is now accepted that it must have been Charles the Bald, who
lived in the second half of the ninth century.

It should be noted that Eleazar of Worms stresses the fact
that the family received “secrets” orally from the Babylonian
scholar, Aaron son of Samuel. Generally, the Jewish commu-
nities in southern Italy were under the influence of the cen-
ter of learning in Palestine, and not in Babylonia. It seems,
therefore, that the traditions transmitted from generation to
generation within the Babylonian and Palestinian elements
of the family were fused together into one whole which gave
the members of the family stature and importance among
the scholars in Germany. No clear connection has been es-
tablished between the Kalonymus family and another family
which received secret traditions from Abu Aaron, and which
is described in the Megillat *Ahimaaz as an Italian family of
the 8th to the 1% centuries.

The Kalonymus family provided the Jews in Germany
with leaders of the communities, as attested by the chroni-
cles describing the massacres of the crusaders from 1096 to
the middle of the 13t century (see A.M. Habermann, Geze-
rot Ashkenaz ve-Zarefat, 1945). Their leadership extended to
cultural fields as well. It is probable that more than a dozen
prominent paytanim, who wrote of the sufferings of German
Jewry during this period, belonged to this family. Many of the
most prominent halakhists and talmudic scholars of the time
were also members of the Kalonymus family. The *Hasidei
Ashkenaz were led and directed by members of the family,
who formulated their esoteric theology, and created their code
of ethical, pious behavior - Sefer *Hasidim. Furthermore, the
political and cultural life of the Jews in Germany between the
9 and 13" centuries was dominated by the family.

Among the prominent members of the Kalonymus fam-
ily in Italy and Germany were KALONYMUS OF LUCCA, a pay-
tan, who lived in Italy probably in the ninth century; *MOSEs
BEN KALONYMUS, a paytan, who lived in Italy but who moved
to Mainz, and influenced the early paytanim in Germany,
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especially *SIMEON BEN ISAAC; KALONYMUS BEN JUDAH
HA-BAHUR (the Younger), a paytan in Mainz at the end of
the 11® century and the beginning of the 12%, who witnessed
the persecutions of 1096 and who wrote of them in many li-
turgical poems; KALONYMUS BEN MOSES OF LUCCA, a tal-
mudic scholar, halakhist, and author of many responsa, who
probably also emigrated to Mainz; KALONYMUS BEN ME-
SHULLAM HA-PARNAS, the leader of the Mainz community
during the persecutions of 1096, who was martyred with his
whole community; KALONYMUS BEN ISAAC HA-ZAKEN (the
Elder), a communal leader and halakhist, and the founder of
the branch of the Kalonymus family which most influenced
German Jewry during the 12th and 13t centuries; his son *saM-
UEL BEN KALONYMUS HE-HASID, the founder of the Hasidei
Ashkenaz, author of a part of Sefer Hasidim and other works;
Samuel’s son, *JUDAH B. SAMUEL HE-HASID, who was the
principal leader of the Hasidei Ashkenaz and the author of
Sefer Hasidim. Other descendants of Kalonymus ha-Zaken
were *JUDAH B. KALONYMUS B. MEIR OF SPEYER, author of
the monumental talmudic lexicon, Seder Yihusei Tanna’im ve-
Amord’im; and *JUDAH B. KALONYMUS B. MOSES OF MAINZ,
a talmudic scholar and a poet, who was the father of *Eleazar
of Worms. Eleazar’s children were murdered by the crusad-
ers, probably terminating his family line. The descendants of
Judah b. Samuel he-Hasid, however, carried on for at least
three more generations, giving rise to such scholars as MOSES
ZALTMAN, son of Judah, who wrote a commentary on the
Torah; *Eleazar b. Moses ha-Darshan, author of mystical and
theological works; and MOSES B. ELEAZAR, great-grandson
of Judah he-Hasid. KALONYMUS BEN GERSHON, a halakhist,
also flourished in the 13t century. Among other paytanim of
the Kalonymus family were *Meshullam ben Moses of the 11th
century; MOSES BEN MESHULLAM OF LUCCA (probably the
ninth century); KALONYMUS BEN MESHULLAM OF MAINZ,
¢.1000; and notably *Meshullam b. Kalonymus of Rome of the
tenth century, a paytan and halakhist who had contact with
Gershom b. Judah, Meor ha-Golah.

The name Kalonymus appears also among some families
in Provence, where several great scholars and writers bear that
name, for example the 13t*-century writers Kalonymus ha-
Nasi of Beaucaire and Kalonymus ben Kalonymus of Arles,
author of Even Bohan. However, it is not known whether the
Provengal rabbis of this name were connected with the Ital-
ian-German family.

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Zunz, Gesch, 104fF.; Landshuth, Ammudei,
passim; S. Buber (ed.), Shibbolei ha-Leket (1887), introd.; Graetz,
Gesch, 5 (1895%), n. 12, 383-94; M. Guedemann, Ha-Torah ve-ha-
Hayyim be-Arzot ha-Maarav, 1 (1896; repr. 1968); J.A. Kamelhar,
Hasidim ha-Rishonim (1917); J. Freimann, Mavo le-Sefer Hasidim
(1924); J. Kamelhar, Rabbenu Eleazar mi-Germeiza (1930); Germ Jud;
A. Aptowitzer, Mavo le-Sefer Ravyah (1938), 3081f.; A.M. Habermann,
Piyyutei Rabbi Shimon ben-Rabbi Yizhak ve-Rabbi Moshe ben-Rabbi
Kalonymus (1938); idem, Gezerot Ashkenaz ve-Zarefat (1945); idem,
Shirei ha-Yihud ve-ha-Kavod (1948); idem, Sefer Zekhirah le-Rabbi
Efrayim ben Yaakov (1970); B. Klar (ed.), Megillat Ahimnaaz (1944);
G. Scholem, Reshit ha-Kabbalah (1948), 195-238; A. Epstein, Kit-
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vei ..., 1(1950), 245-68; idem, Mi-Kadmoniyyot ha-Yehudim (1957),
2uff; Urbach, Tosafot, 164f, 301f; idem (ed.), Arugat ha-Bosem, 4
(1963), passim; Baron, Social?, 4 (1957), 46, 103, 145, 273; 5 (1957),
6of.; .L. Maimon, Sefer Yihusei Tanna'im ve-Amora’im meet Rabbi
Yehudah be-Rabbi Kalonymus mi-Speyer (1963); Roth, Dark Ages, in-
dex; J. Dan, Torat ha-Sod shel Hasidei Ashkenaz (1968), 14, 50-51; 1.
Perles, in: MGWJ, 25 (1876), 372fF; idem, in: Jubelschrift... H. Graetz
(1887), 17ff,; A. Neubauer, in: REJ, 23 (1891), 230-7; idem, in: JQR, 6
(1893/94), 348-54; D. Kaufmann, ibid., 4 (1892), 20-22; H. Gross, in:
MGW]J, 49 (1905), 692-700; M. Szulwas, in: Alummah, 1 (1936), 152-3;
A.J. Bruck, in: HJ, 9 (1947), 159-77; A.]. Zuckerman, in: PAAJR, 33
(1965), 51ff.; M. Grabois, in: Tarbiz, 36 (1967), 49ff. ADD. BIBLIOG-
RAPHY: KR. Stow, in: Cross Cultural Convergences in the Crusader

Period (1995), 319-34.
[Joseph Dan]

KALONYMUS BEN KALONYMUS (Ben Meir ha-Nasi;
1286-after 1328), author and translator. Probably born in Arles
(Provence), Kalonymus pursued his studies in Salonica and
devoted himself from his youth to the translation of Arabic
scientific works into Hebrew. His first translation, Ibn Ridwan’s
Principles of Medicine, is believed to have been lost during the
expulsion of the Jews from the territories directly under the
rule of the king of France in 1306. During the years 1307-17
he lived in Arles (he was in Avignon in 1314), and in 1318 he
stayed again for a time in Salonica. He later entered the service
of Robert dAnjou “the Wise” (1277-1343), king of Naples and
count of Provence, for whom he is said to have made transla-
tions from Arabic and Hebrew into Latin. Probably in about
1319-21, Kalonymus traveled to Rome, where he frequented
the circle to which the poet *Immanuel of Rome and the phi-
losopher Judah b. Moses (among others) belonged. Whether,
as some surmise, he was the representative sent by the Jews of
Rome to the papal court at Avignon in 1321 remains uncertain.
When Kalonymus was recalled to Arles, the Rome commu-
nity addressed to the Jews of Arles a letter composed by the
poet Immanuel explaining why it was desirable for Kalonymus
to remain in Rome (Mahberot Immanuel, no. 23). However,
Kalonymus subsequently made his way home and from there
went to Catalonia, but returned to Provence after 1322. In 1324
he was again in Naples and in 1328 he was still busy in Arles
working on the Latin translation of Averroes for the King.
The works of Kalonymus comprise a polemic epistle
against Joseph *Kaspi (1318; ed. Perles, Munich 1879) writ-
ten in Provence; Massekhet Purim, a parody for the festival
of Purim, composed in Rome; this work, in the guise of a tal-
mudic tractate in four chapters, has gone through many edi-
tions (Pesaro 1513, c. 1520; Venice 1552, etc.); a fragment on
mathematics (Munich Ms 290); Iggeret Musar, an ethical work
written for his son, published by I. Sonne in Kovez al Yad, 1
(1936), 93-110; Iggeret ha-Hitnazzelut ha-Katan, published by
J. Schatzmiller in Sefunot, 10 (1966), 9-52. One of his best-
known works is Event Bohan, a satire in rhymed prose, com-
posed c. 1322 in Barcelona, on the moral and religious abuses
prevailing among the author’s contemporaries (Naples 1489;
Venice 1546; Tel Aviv, ed. A.M. Habermann, 1956). He dedi-
cated it to 10 notable Catalan Jews who had helped him during
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elite” (since he is called Jether the Ishmaelite in 1 Chron. 2:17),
and threatened to put to death anyone who disputed the hala-
khah which he had received from the bet din of Samuel that
the law applied only to males.

Equally dramatic were the circumstances which led to the
second ruling, the complete abolition of the restriction. On
the day when R. Gamaliel was deposed and R. Eliezer b. Aza-
riah appointed nasi, “Judah, an Ammonite proselyte,” came
to the bet midrash and asked whether the prohibition applied
to him. Joshua b. Hananiah declared himself in favor of his
being accepted since the inhabitants of these countries at that
time were not descended from the Ammonites and Moabites
of the Bible, as “Sennacherib had long ago mixed up all na-
tions.” His view was accepted as the halakhah (Ber. 28a; cf.
Maim.,, Yad, Issurei Bi’ah 12:25)

[Louis Isaac Rabinowitz]

BIBLIOGRAPHY: G. Landes, in: 1DB, 1 (1962), 108-14 (incl.
bibl.); idem, in: BA, 24 (1961), 66-88; B. Oded, in: EM, vol. 6, pp.
254-271 (incl. bibL); N. Glueck, The Other Side of the Jordan (1940);
idem, in: D. Winton-Thomas (ed.), Archaeology and Old Testament
Study (1967), 429-53 (incl. bibl.); H.L. Ginsberg, in: A. Marx Jubilee
Volume (Eng., 1950), 347-68; Noth, in: zDPV, 68 (1949), 36-45; W.E.
Albright, in: Miscellanea Biblica... B. Ubach (1954), 131-6 (Eng.); H.
Gese, in: ZDPV, 74 (1958), 55-64; H.G. Reventlow, ibid., 79 (1963),
127-37; N. Avigad, in: 1EJ, 11 (1952), 163-4; 15 (1965), 222~8. ADD. BIB-
L10GRAPHY: W. Aufrecht, Corpus of Ammonite Inscriptions (1989);
S. Ahituv, Handbook of Ancient Hebrew Inscriptions (1992), 219-46;
B. Macdonald and R. Younker (eds.), Ancient Ammon (1999). IN
THE AGGADAH: Ginzberg, Legends, index. IN THE HALAKHAH: L.
Loew, Gesammelte Schriften, 3 (1893), 118-20; Freund, in: Festschrift...
Schwarz (1917), 180-1.

AMNON (Heb. 110X 110X ,j30%; from the root jOX (Cmn);
“to be firm or trustworthy”), eldest son of King David, born
in Hebron of Ahinoam the Jezreelitess (11 Sam. 3:2). Becom-
ing infatuated with his beautiful half-sister Tamar, he acted
on a ruse devised by his friend Jonadab, “a very clever man,’
and son of David’s brother Shimah, lured her to his bedside
on the pretext of illness, raped her, and then cast her out. She
then took refuge in the home of her full brother *Absalom. The
king did not punish Amnon (11 Sam. 13:21). Two years later
Absalom invited Amnon to his estate in Baal-Hazor, together
with the other royal princes, for a sheep shearing celebration,
and ordered his men to kill him while Amnon was merry
with wine. (It appears from 11 Sam. 13:32-33 that Jonadab had
now cast his lot with Absalom.) Since David’s second son evi-
dently either died young or was incapacitated, Absalom, the
third son, now had the strongest claim to the succession on
the score of seniority. Recent work from the standpoint of
the Bible as literature and feminist criticism has questioned
whether Tamar was, in fact, raped. Another trend has been
to compare Amnon’s actions toward Tamar with David’s ac-
tions toward Bathsheba.

According to rabbinic tradition (Sanh. 21a), Amnon
could have married Tamar as she was conceived prior to her
mother’s conversion. This tragic incident prompted the rabbis
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to forbid an unmarried girl to remain alone with a man in a
room (ibid. 21a-b). The affair of Amnon and Tamar is stigma-
tized in Avot 5:16 as the prototype of selfish love prompted by
lust. For reasons of propriety, the Mishnah excludes the story
from public reading in synagogue, whether in the original or
in Aramaic translation (Meg. 4:10).

BIBLIOGRAPHY: S. Yeivin, Mehkarim be-Toledot Yisrael ve-
Arzo (1960), 196; Ginzberg, Legends, 4 (1913), 118-9. ADD. BIBLI-
O0GRAPHY: P. Trible, Texts of Terror (1984); T. Reis, in: JANES, 25
(1997), 43-60.

AMNON OF MAINTZ (tenth century), martyr and legend-
ary figure. Amnon is known mainly through *Isaac b. Moses
of Vienna (12*h-13t* century) who quotes *Ephraim b. Jacob
(12th century) as speaking of Amnon as “a leader of his gen-
eration, wealthy, of distinguished ancestry, and pleasing ap-
pearance.” The legend is that after Amnon resisted repeated
attempts by the bishop of Mainz to persuade him to accept
Christianity, he was barbarically mutilated. He was brought
back to his home, and on Rosh Ha-Shanah was carried into
the synagogue. As the Kedushah prayer was about to be recited
Amnon asked the hazzan to wait while he “sanctified the great
name (of God),” and thereupon recited the hymn “U-Netan-
neh Tokef Kedushat ha-Yom” (“Let us tell the mighty holiness
of this day”), after which he died. Three days afterward, he ap-
peared in a dream to *Kalonymus b. Meshullam and taught
him the entire prayer, asking him to circulate it throughout the
Diaspora for recital in synagogues on Rosh Ha-Shanah. This
legend, which gained wide credence during the time of the
Crusades, inspired many to martyrdom. In Johanan *Treves’
commentary on the Roman mahzor (Bologna, 1540) and in
various editions of the Ashkenazi rite, the story is repeated
with slight changes. In the Ashkenazi liturgy of Rosh Ha-Sha-
nah (and in its eastern branch, of the Day of Atonement also),
the recital of the hymn is invested with great solemnity. It has
been adapted by many Sephardi communities of the Mediter-
ranean, in some of which it is recited before Musafin a Ladino
translation. U-Netanneh Tokef is actually older; for it is found
in old liturgical manuscripts and in genizah fragments. It ap-
parently derives from a very early Palestinian prayer which
was later attributed to Amnon.

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Germ Jud, 1(1963), 204. ADD. BIBLIOGRA-
PHY: [.G. Marcus, in: Studien zur juedischen Geschichte und Soziolo-
gie (Festschrift Carlebach, 1992), 97-113.

[Abraham Meir Habermann]

AM OLAM, Russian Jewish society formed to establish agri-
cultural colonies in the United States. The organization took
its name from Perez *Smolenskin’s famous Hebrew essay “Am
Olam, (“The Eternal People”), and was founded in Odessa in
1881 by two young utopian idealists, Mania Bakl and Moses
Herder, who called for the settling of Jews on the land in
America in the form of socialist communes. Coming at a time
of rising Jewish emigration and interest in national and social
renewal such as motivated the Bilu movement as well, their ap-
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EPHRAIM BEN JACOB OF BONN

EPHRAIM BEN JACOB OF BONN (b. 1132), liturgical poet
and commentator. When his teacher Joel b. Isaac ha-Levi left
Bonn, Ephraim succeeded him as av bet din. He also taught
for some time in Mainz and Speyer. In 1197, he resided in
Bonn and Neuss, leaving the latter town only three days be-
fore its Jews were massacred. He appears to have died shortly
thereafter. Ephraim wrote the Sefer Zekhirah (“Book of Re-
membrance”) and dirges on the sufferings of the Jews dur-
ing the Second Crusade. He also composed piyyutim for the
festivals, 27 of which (two in Aramaic) have been published.
His commentary on piyyutim still exists in manuscript; it con-
tains many traditional details concerning the early liturgical
poets, poems, and liturgical customs (Hamburg, Ms. no. 152).
The well-known legend describing the martyrdom of *Amnon
of Mainz, as well as the legend concerning the early paytan
R. *Yannai, who out of jealousy of his pupil R. Eleazar *Kal-
lir put a scorpion in his shoe, are attributed to him. He also
wrote fosafot and commentaries to the treatises of Eruvin, Ke-
tubbot, and Avot, besides halakhic responsa and commentar-
ies to benedictions and various customs. R. Ephraim is also
referred to in his hymns as “Shalom”; it was possibly an ad-
ditional name. The meaning of the word 71"2*%* added to his
name has not yet been clarified. It has been suggested that he
had a German name such as Geliebter (“beloved”) which was
commonly pronounced “yeliba.”

BIBLIOGRAPHY: A.M. Habermann (ed.), Gezerot Ashkenaz ve-
Zarefat (1945), 115-36; Davidson, Ozar, 4 (1933), 369, s.v. Efrayim mi-
Bona (b. Yaakov); Zunz, Lit Poesie, 288-93; Germ Jud, 1 (1934), 49-50,
no. 6; V. Aptowitzer, Mavo le-Sefer Ravyah (1938), 319-21; Habermann,
in: YMHSI, 7 (1958), 215-96; Baron, Social, index.

[Abraham Meir Habermann]

EPHRAIM BEN SHEMARIAH (c. 98o-c. 1060), leader
of the Palestinian community in *Cairo during the first half
of the n1t* century. Ephraim’s father, Shemariah, was born in
*Gaza and later moved to *Egypt with his family. Ephraim
himself studied in the Palestinian yeshivah, where he received
the title haver (“scholar”) from the gaon Josiah. He was en-
gaged in commerce, but in about 1020 became the rabbi of
the Palestinian community. Although he came into conflict
with an opposing faction from time to time, he held his posi-
tion for more than 30 years. Ephraim supported the Jews in
Palestine and, especially, the Palestinian yeshivah. He was a
close friend of the gaon R. *Solomon b. Judah, with whom he
corresponded for many years.

BIBLIOGRAPHY: S. Poznanski, in: REJ, 48 (1904), 145-75; A.
Cowley, in: JQR, 19 (1906/07), 107-8; M. Schwab, in: REJ, 70 (1920),
63; Mann, Egypt, index; Mann, Texts, 1 (1931), 314; Hirschberg, Afri-

kah, 1 (1965), 131, 159-60, 175, 260.
[Eliyahu Ashtor]

EPHRAIM IBN AVI ALRAGAN (late 11 and early 12t
centuries), North African halakhist. He is referred to in hal-
akhic literature as “Rabbenu Ephraim,” “Ephraim of Kaleah,”
“Ephraim the Sephardi,” “Ephraim, pupil of the Rif” (i.e., Isaac
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*Alfasi), “Ephraim the Elder;” etc. He lived in *Qal‘at Hammad
(Algeria). Ephraim was an outstanding disciple of Alfasi, with
whom he discussed halakhic problems and Alfasi at times ac-
cepted his view. The “Mahadura Batra” (second recension of
the halakhot of Alfasi) contains Ephraims amendments. He
was the first to write a commentary on the halakhot of Alfasi,
and this is referred to in the works of rishonim under various
names: haggahot (“glosses”), hassagot (“critiques”), teshuvot
(“responsa’), tosafot (“addenda”), and tashlum halakhot (“com-
plement to the halakhot”). The work has not survived, but
quotations from it appear in the works of the rishonim, and a
substantial part of it, on Bava Kamma, was published in the
Temim De’im, no. 68, margin in the Romm Vilna (1882) edi-
tion of Alfasi. The quotations indicate that the book covered
the whole of the halakhot and possibly also the Mishnah of
tractates which Alfasi did not include in his work. The book
consists of supplements to the halakhot (“additional halakhot
omitted by Alfasi”), explanations of passages from the Gemara
which Alfasi quoted without comment, explanations of the
text itself, and refutations of Alfasi’s critics. It also contains
criticism of Alfasi, mainly where he disagrees with the deci-
sions of the Babylonian geonim and North African scholars,
and with their customs. The criticisms are presented vigor-
ously but respectfully. Sometimes, when an opinion attrib-
uted to Alfasi is not acceptable to Ephraim, he, like other ad-
mirers of Alfasi, questions the attribution. Ephraim’s purpose
was to secure universal acceptance for the halakhot; even his
criticisms were directed to this end, for by citing the views
of earlier scholars which conflict with those of Alfasi, those
who disagreed with him could still use the work as a whole
as an authoritative code. Because the rishonim quoted mainly
the criticisms of Ephraim, it was thought that the whole work
was critical. Ephraim exercised an influence particularly on
the early scholars of Provence and Catalonia, such as *Abra-
ham b. David of Posquiéres, *Zerahiah ha-Levi, *Jonathan ha-
Kohen of Lunel, *Isaac b. Abba Mari of Marseilles, and *Nah-
manides. Much of his teachings are contained in their works,
sometimes without attribution. In some cases his glosses in
the margins were incorporated in error by copyists into the
text of the halakhot itself. Solomon b. Parhon was one of
Ephraim’s pupils.

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Benedikt, in: K, 25 (1948/49), 164-9, 229-30;
26 (1949/50), 216, 322-38; 31 (1955 /56), 264; Ta-Shema, ibid., 42

(1966/67), 507-8.
[Binyamin Zeev Benedikt]

EPHRAIM SOLOMON BEN AARON OF LUNTSHITS
(Leczyca; 1550-1619), rabbi and renowned preacher. He was
known as “Ephraim of Luntshits,” the popular pronuncia-
tion of Leczyca among Polish Jews. The name “Solomon” was
added some time after 1601. In his youth Ephraim was sent
to study in the yeshivah of Solomon *Luria. At an early age
he had already gained a reputation as a preacher, in which
capacity he traveled to Lublin, Lemberg, Jaroslaw, and other
towns. It is not known whether he ever held a regular com-
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Source #4 Talmudic & Midrashic Sources for
Teshuva, Tefillah & Tzedakah

Talmud Rosh Hashana 16b
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[Prov. x. 2]: "Charity delivereth from death. Prayer," in accordance with [Psalms, cvii.
19]: "They cry unto the Lord when they are in distress, and He saveth them out of their
afflictions.” "Change of name," as it is written [Gen. xvii. 15]: ""As for Sarai, thy wife, thou
shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be,"” and the text continues by
saying [ibid. 16]: "Then willl bless her, and givethee a son also ofher." " Changeof
Action" we deduce from Jonah, iii. 10: "And God saw their works that they had turned
from their evil ways," and immediately adds: ""And God bethought Himself of the evil He

from thy land" (and afterwards), "I will make of thee a great nation."

Source #5 Maharsha
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Source #6 Rambam Teshuva 2:4
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Source #7 Rosh -Difference manuscript with only three
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Source #8 Other Biblical sources:
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Source #9: Dealing with the deviation from the Talmud

1. Manuscript from Oxford University and the Prague Machzor
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2. Maharil

Maharil (Rabbi Jacob ben Moses Moellin) was born in Mainz, Germany, ca. 1360, but studied in Austria. He
founded a yeshiva in Mainz in 1387 after his father's death, and soon became recognized as the spiritual
leader of Ashkenazic Jewry. His students, too, were noted as outstanding rabbis. Halachic questions were sent
to him from throughout Europe. Maharil was active in communal affairs and charities, and indeed his
leadership was sorely needed during his times, a difficult period due to the Hussite wars. Maharil served as a
cantor, and many of the melodies attributed to him were used in Mainz till modern times. Maharil's customs
and decisions serve as a major source for Ashkenazic halachic practice to this very day. Maharil's works
include a responsa collection and a book including his customs, decisions and interpretations (Minhagei

Mabharil). Maharil died in Worms in 1427.
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3. Rav Moshe Mat (c. 1551-c. 1606) upholds the Maharil in his sefer Mateh Moshe
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Source #10 Goldschmidt Machzor (page 42 of Rosh Hashana)
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Source #11 Goldschmidt Machzor Unesaneh Tokef
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Source #13: The struggle with Martyrdom

1. Rambam Ysodei haTorah:5
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