Havdalah-The end or just the beginning?

A] Introduction

“And whether you light the candle and shake the spices or you don’t, you cannot call yourself a Jew unless
the concept is written on your heart” (Howard Jacobson — Kalooki Nights p. 39)
Tractate Pesachim 113a/'R 712y 3''>p 2°nop
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Says R' Yochanan- Three people are sure to inherit a [fine] world-to-come; One who lives in Israel, and one who
raises his children to the learning of Torah, and one who says Havdala on wine at the end of Shabbat. Who exactly?

One that leaves over (#4e wine) from Kiddush for Havdalah

B] Text of Havdalah [Ramba''m's Code, Laws of Shabbat 29/3/A/0”73 YW M9 0721990
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Blessed are you G-d, king of the universe, who makes distinctions between the holy and the mundane, between light
and darkness, between Jews and Non-Jews, between the seventh day to the 6 days of work.

B] Biblical or Rabbinic obligation?
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Our Rabbis taught in tradition; "Remember the Sabbath day to sanctify it"=remember it over a cup of wine. How do we know

this is true even with regard to the night? Since it says; " remember the Sabbath day...

In the Rishonim
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Kiddush verbally is a biblical commandment, but our sages said; "say it on wine", and
Il add that Havdala is not biblical.
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It's a positive biblical commandment to
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Tosfot Rid" [pesachim ivid}- | can well understand this being true with regard to Kiddush
as it says "Zachor'/[Remember the Sabbath day" etc', but regarding Havdalah who
said it's biblical?...as we have an open Talmud in the 5t chapter of Berachot stating

that Havdalah is the institution of the Men of the Great Assembly2.
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Magid-Mishneh3 [on the Ramba"m's code ibid]- I've seen a difference of opinion on
this question; some agree with our Rabbi....and others state that Havdalah is rabbinic

sanctify the day of Shabbat with words,
as it's written in the verse [Shemot 20];
"Zachor et yom haShabbat
lekadsho"/Remember the Sabbath day to
sanctify it", meaning remember it a
remembrance of praise and sanctity, and
one has to remember it at it's onset

and when it exits; when it comes in with

Kiddush and when it ends with Havdalah.

unlike Kiddush which is Biblical.

C] Explanation; two ways of looking at Havdalah

Tractate Shavuot 18b/:13''> niyaw noon

NDOVN P DIND P2 WP P2 9XTIN0) [ ) XIPN] DNIT .02 7Y PIND MNIY ININI P DY 9 7ann Do
DTN WINN I NYKR [1,2 OW] 7Y PRI ... NNLVN P

The person that is diligently careful in saying Havdalah over wine on Saturday night will have fine children as it's

says; "to make a distinction between the holy and mundane and between the impure and pure", and juxtaposed to it
states "and women will get pregnant and have a child"

Havdala during Davening/75°9n2 757257
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You have ingrained us with the knowledge of your Torah and the ability to fulfill it's commandments, and you
make a distinction between the holy and proface, between light and darkness, between Jews and non-Jews,
between the 7th day and the rest of the week. Our Father/Our King- allow us to begin the upcoming week about

to begin in peace, empty of sin and transgression and clung in your awe.
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Ramification; Forgot to make Havdalah on Saturday night- Code of Jewish Law [oc299/1]
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If one forgot and didn't say Havdalah on Saturday night, he can | But some say that you can only say Havdalah

say Havdalah till Tuesday. till Sunday and not further then that

"R’ Yeshaya son of Mali of traini Italy, 1180-1260,

2
MYTIN MWYTR MZAN MDI2 HNIWY ONY PN NIITIN NDID SWIN /R 1Y 379 M543 The Men of the Great Assembly instituted for the Jews

blessings, prayers, Kedushot and Havdalot.

3 Rabbi Widel de-tulsa, 14" century from Tulsa Spain, student of Rashba’s students,




D] Chanukah= Not scared of the world with the sense of distinction

a) Tractate Shabbat 21b/'2 792¥ R''> naw nson
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What is [the reason of] Hanukkah? For our Rabbis taught:...For when the Greeks entered the Temple, they
defiled all the oils therein, and when the Hasmonean dynasty prevailed against and defeated them, they
made search and found only one cruse of oil which lay with the seal of the High Priest, but which contained
sufficient for one day's lighting only; yet a miracle was wrought therein and they it [the lamp] therewith for
eight days. The following year these [days] were appointed a Festival with [the recital of] Hallel and
thanksgiving.

We learnt elsewhere: If a spark which flies from the anvil goes forth and causes damage, he [the smith] is
liable. If a camel laden with flax passes through a street, and the flax overflows into a shop, catches fire at
the shopkeeper's lamp, and sets the building alight, the camel owner is liable; but if the shopkeeper placed

the light outside, the shopkeeper is liable. R. Judah said: In the case of a Hanukkah lamp he is exempt.

b] Code of Jewish Law, OC, 671/5-3/R"'¥n 1" IR .7 1w
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The Chanukah candles are placed outside the doorway of one’s home facing the public
domain...and if you live on a high floor without a doorway facing the public domain, you place the
candles in the window facing the public domain. And in times of danger...you place it on your

table in your home and this is enough.



