Lincoln Square Synagogue
Rabbi Shalom Morris

The Book of Yonah:
A Yom Kippur Story

Week #1 —Yonah's Flight

Class Outline

. Introduction

Sefer Yonah is read on Yom Kippur afternoon. Why?

Many reasons — but most simple is Teshuva.

Yonah'’s mission is to get the people of Ninveh to repent.

Mishna learns from story how to do Teshuva

Still, many other important lessons — which we will discover over
coming weeks
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. Overview of Story —

a. Two halves

b. Similar structure
c. See Chart

. Background Information

a. Literal, Metaphorical or Prophecy
b. Dating

c. Location — See Map

. 'Yonah'’s Flight — Many Questions

a. Why does he want to run away? Later Class

b. Why doesn’t Hashem just bring him back? Why the story of the
fish? Later Class

c. Why does he think he can???

. Story of Flight
Running to Boat
Hiding in Boat
Overboard
Leaves City
Name of Yonah
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. Message — Running Away?!
a. G-d
b. Mission



Chart on Structure of Book of Yonah

First Half Second Half
Yonah sent on mission Yonah sent on mission
Yonah runs away Yonah goes
Sailors on boat have faith Ninveh has faith and repents
Swallowed by large fish Kikayon
Yonah Prays Yonah Prays
G-d Responds G-d Responds

Map of Yonah's Travels




Sources

Mishna, Tractate Ta'anit 2:1

What is the order [of service] for fast
days? They would bring out the Ark to
the town square and place ashes upon
the Ark, the head of the Nassi, and the
head of the Chief of the Court, and
everyone [else] places [ashes] upon his
[own] head.

The eldest among them would preach
words of inspiration before them: “Our
brethren, it is not stated regarding the
people of Ninveh ‘And G-d saw their
sackcloth and their fasted’ but [rather]
‘And G-d saw their deed, that they
repented their evil ways.”” And in the
admonition he states ‘Now rend your
hearts and not your clothing.’

Kings 2. Chapter 14

23 In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son
of Joash king of Judah Jeroboam the son of
Joash king of Israel began to reign in
Samaria, and reigned forty and one years.
24 And he did that which was evil in the
sight of the LORD; he departed not from
all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
wherewith he made Israel to sin.

25 He restored the border of Israel from the
entrance of Hamath unto the sea of the
Arabah, according to the word of the
LORD, the God of Israel, which He spoke
by the hand of His servant Jonah the son of
Anmittai, the prophet, who was of Gath-
hepher.
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RaDaK, Yonah 1:3

How could he run away while David
said ‘Where from You can | run’?
Rather, ‘from before’ is not like ‘from in
front physically].” Because the prophet
is full of wisdom and understanding
and how could he possibly thing that he
could run away from G-d, rather ‘from
before’ he intended because ‘from
before’ implies that he was ‘Before G-d’
which is the spirit of prophecy. He
thought that if he went from The Land
of Israel to outside The Land that the
spirit of prophecy would cease to rest
upon him.

He balked at going on his mission
because Yonah said that the Gentiles
are close to repenting and if 1 go to
them as a messenger of G-d and they
repent their ways then the Jews will be
liable because | and the other prophets
constantly go to them as messengers of
G-d (may He be blessed) and they do
not repent their evil ways. Therefore
he balked at going on his mission...
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