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N% 1 Avraham was old; he had come

3

o

e 509 s N TS RT3 ) Lod 8
B §_m— Ja% ,
20 Thus the field and the cave that S3TWR MOYBT g opi 5
was in it were mmﬁawrurmm for e Juﬂuiﬁmﬂ%w U“._Jn...w.nr.u
Avraham as d burial property by ¢ =l Sy, L) la ¢
D Hjﬁ!_.uu

the sons of Ches.

T T ¢

through the days, and God had g DEINTOR T2

blessed Avraham in gverything.

e e

the Babylonian forces Were already at the gates of Jerusalem and the
downfall of the state was imminent. Thus, the only models found in
Scripture are from before the beginning, and just before the end, of
our existence as a nation dwelling in its own land. {See Kiddushin 2a
and Bava Basra 160a.)

Also based on the acquisition of Efron’s field is the legal form used
in contracting Jewish marriages. «“The Jew buys his bride” 1s the reproach
cast upon us by a thoughtless age. It is quite true that the Jew acquires
his bride, but, then, she remains his own, and he respects her as his
most exalted possession o1 earth. Fortunate are we if, on the strength
of this memory, all our marriages are founded, as it were, at Sarah’s
burial place, and remain pervaded by the spirit of the marriage of
Avraham and Saral, the spirit that found its final and lasting expression
in the purchase of the cave of Machpelah.

CHAPTER 24

This introduction contains the summary of Avraham’s life: He was [T,
g k32, and God had blessed him 21. His life’s work was completed;
he had no more aspirations oT ambitions for himself. Now his sole
concern was for his son and for his posterity.
7. As we explained earlier (19:4), this root, which is related to 3¢ and
1, denotes one who has become wise through the experience of life,
as ow@ommm to a v, who still “shakes off” impressions, does not absorb
impressions wQanmmEm does not learn from life, but seeks to shape
his world out of himself.
‘ot is to be distinguished from 1. wr (from which we get 0, sieep)

mirm DR 83 TR BN =

WM.\\ A T R T e fakivrd b=l 508

in pairs. It seems that the place consisted of rows of double caves, a
most fitting burial site for married couples, never parted in life nor it
death. Indeed, Adam and Chavah, Avraham and Sarah, Yitzchak and
Rivkah, Ya'akov and Leah all were buried there.

These pairs of graves which the first Jew bought for his wife and
himself and for his son and grandson and their wives, constituted the
first property the Jewish family acquired in its tand. The value of family
ties, which bind husband and wife, parents and children, was henceforth
inseparably connected with the land of fsrael. This value later became
the fundamental feature of the Jewish character and enabled the man
of Israel to become what he became.

The foregoing perhaps explains why the place was later called “Chev-
ron.” pan — from the root 1an — denotes the friendship and intimacy
that unite the Tewish man and woman who grow together as husband
and wife, father and mother. Centuries later, in the period of our na-
Gonal flowering, the morning daily offering was not allowed to rise on
the heights of Moriah in Jerusalem before the 113 atop the wall of the
Sanctuary could see the Tays of sunrise shining on the graves of the
patriarchs and matriarchs (Yoma 3:1). ox a8 0 is the prerequisite
for, and the root of, @pRT T

19 vy Only after the place and the area surrounding it had become
his permanent possession did Avraham bury Sarah there. Jews do not
make a cult or show of iheir emotions. They do not build churches or
mausoleums on their burial sites, nor do they turn their graves into
gardens. On the other hand, the concept of a time limit for the pres-
ervation of cemeteries is alien to Jews. A place of rest for their dead 1s
sacred forever. That children should adorn their parents’ graves with
marble and with everlasting flowers, only to have the grandchildren dig
up the graves and, without thought or feeling, pile up their “ancestors’
bones in nameless heaps, is an idea utterly alien to Tews.

Two more remarks should be added here. Jews are reproached for
their propensity for buying and selling, for doing business. It is odd,
then, that when our Jegal minds search for Scriptural models from
which to derive the legal forms of purchase and sale, they can find only
the purchase of the grave here — BY 7T — and the purchase of the
feld in Yirmeyahu (32:6ff.). The prophet was commanded to purchase
a field in order to demonstrate his faith in the future at a time when
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37b), which, according to Mishlei 16:31, is attained by a life of faith-
fulness to duty, k¥R M8 TVIH and for mp1, maturity of wisdom, which
is attained by study of the Torah.

\ " He who honors mw honors experience; that is, he honors the natural
~ hu

man perception that matures through the repeated events of life and
nature. He who honors mps honors wisdom; that is, he honors the un-
derstanding of life and nature that is obtained from God’s Word. For
God’s Word reveals the Divine source and purpose of life and nature,
and their significance for our mission. We must pay tribute to both:
the clear and circumspect human intellect, which matures through ex-
perience; and the spirit of God, which proceeds from the Torah. And
whenever we find them, in the aged and in the wise, we are to show
our homage by rising and honoring.

e This is the positive antithesis of *ny™1 1R, The imaginary wisdom

of soothsayers undermines the free and moral nature of man, subordi-
nating that nature to a dark and blind compelling force. Paying heed
to them is mmi — and leads to R, However, the clear and lucid
human intellect, and God’s wisdom which is written in the Torah to
enlighten our eyes — they have been appointed by God to guide man
on his way. They are to be found only on the way of nwTp, and they
lead to MIIp.

Hence: DIvpYX /i *3% O3 NRELY WpIN by DY RY NANA YR BN 7R
But, rather: 71 »I PP7RD IR [t "1 AT mpn navw o, (CL Yeshayahu
8:19ff.; Collected Writings, vol. IV, p. 25ff. and p. 131ff)

In Kiddushin 33a, our Sages define the obligation of map and mi:
It does not entail honoring the scholar with gifts of money, or with
anything that involves monetary loss. Therefore ¥y [RET AR 7293 TR
DRSRYRS TROIVY VWS DPAN s »3mm; “Workmen, while engaged in their
work, need not rise before Torah scholars.” | '

QOur Sages (Kiddushin 33a) teach us further: TpYRn PRIMis a warning,
to every individual, not to shut his eyes and pretend that he has not
seen the pon in order to evade the obligation of rising. At the same
time, it is a warning to the oon not to seek honor, but to try to avoid
it It is preferable that he take a roundabout route, rather than trouble
people with the obligation of rising: RY@ P17 "I MW YR 2 (WRY
B gy 97 reaee. Similarly, =3k says (ibid.): »»n mppm K yeupy; “We have
been taught that a Qan TR who goes out of his way o avoid deserved
honor is rewarded with long life”
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