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94 4/ Creation

forth.” ﬂﬂm holiness is not pestowed constantly, but only little by little
and sometimes the Light must also be held back.#! _
Ohev Yisroel, Kedoshim (64a)*

GOOD AND EVIL

Tut BaaL SHEM Tov:

2:36 One might wonder, [since at the end of the account of creation] the
Torah states, “{And God saw all that He had made, and behold,} it was
very good” (Genesis 1:31). Throughout the story of creation, it s also

written many times, “[And God saw] thatitwas good. 14 In the Book of
Deuteronomy, however, it is written, Behold, I have set hefore you life
and good, and death and evil” {Deuteronomy 30:15). [This would tend
to indicate that evil also comes from God.]***

The question then arises, from where did evil originate?

But the truth is that evil is also {actually) good. It is merely the lowest
level of moom. This is indicated in the Zohar, where the term o evil”
(MiL'Ra, v} is used to indicate the downward direction.®?

Therefore, when it is used for good, evil also becomes good. When it
is involved in a sin, however, then it pbecomes true evil.

This is very much like a broom. When a broom 18 used to sweep the
dirt out of a house, it is somewhat good. Even though itis on the lowest
level, it is still cerving a good purpose. But when this broom is used to
beat a child who has done Wrong then it becomes truly evil

Tzava'ath HaRivash (p- 2338

2:37 Tt is written, o And it was evening, and it was morning [one day]”

{Genesis 1:5).
The Midrash states: “It was evening —these are the deeds of the
wicked—'""and it was morning’ —these are the deeds of the righteous.**’

141. This is the concept of - pouching and not touching,” above 1-12,1:19. 1tis related
to the idea of “running and returning,” 1317, 3.21, 3:27, 3:28, 3:29, 10:10.
142. For more details, see Torath HaMagid L Kedoshim {p. 165).

143, Genesis 1:10,12,18,21,25-

144, 1t is thus written, 1 make peace and create evil" {Isaiah 45:7); see Derech
HaGhem 1:5:8.

145. Cf. Zchar 1:45b.

146. Quated in Sefer Baal Ghem Tov, Rerashith 78-

147. Berashith Rabbah 3:8, 2:5.

M e e

My master, (the Baal Shem Tov.] applied this to the following teach-
ing:**®
There are four traits among those who give eharliy:
One wants to give, but does not want others to give: He

pegrudges others.
One wanis others to BiVe but he himself does not want to give.

He begrudges himself.
Orne wants 0 give and wants others to give: He is pious.

One does not want to Bive: and does not want others t© give. Fle

is wicked.

There is a well known difficulty with this teaching. How can we say

that there are “four traits amonsg those who give charity,” when one of

them is the individual who ““does not give and does not want others to

7 How can We consider him among those who give charity?

.ﬁﬂrm Baal Shem Tov] clarified this for me - - - using the above Mid-

rashic teaching.
The mMidrash states: o And it was evening ‘—these are the deeds of
the <<._nrmm\:m5n~ it was Boﬁaﬂm:lﬁrmmm are the deeds of the tighteous:
The Midrash then continues. 1 do not know which [of the two God]}
desires. But when it sa¥s$. ' And God saw the light that it was good,” we
see that He desires the deeds of the Smrmmoam: (Genesis 1:4}.

This Midrash 18 extremely difficult to c.dmmnmﬁmﬂm. How could
that God desires the deeds of the wicked?

anyone gven begin t© think
he had Jearned {the meaning of

[The Baal Shem Tav) mxﬁam;mm that
this] from his master™® .-

There 15 a st and advantage [even to evil]. 1t 15 thus writtes, “{The
advantage of wisdom 18 from folly, like] the advantage of light is from
darkness’ (Ecclesiastes 2:13).

This means that the advantage of Light is nmnOmaNmm as a result of
ed because folly exists. ¥

and likewise, wisdom 18 recogniZ .
ed as a result of the

the mm<m3mmm.om the righteous i Tecognize
zed because of a suffering

darkness:

Gimilarly,
wicked. In a 1ike mannel, pleasure i recogni

and memory pecause of forgetfulness.

148. Avoth 5:15- . ._
149. The Baal Shem Tov's spiritual master 18 said to have been Ahiyah t1aShiton,

od in 1 Kings 11:29, 14:2. See note 5:34 Ahiyah was from the generation of the

o Yad; Z0 har

mention .
{ Elijah. See Baba Bathra 121b; Introduction ¥

Exodus, and was the teacher ©
1:4b, 3:3092; Zohar Chadash 193

150. Zohat 1.47b, See note 2:37.
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