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To the lead player, on the eight-stringed lyre, a David psalm. TITY INTD NN~V NXINY (R)
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Rescue, O Lorb! For the faithful is gone, TON NI PIP! NYWIN ()
for vanished is trust from the sons of man. DTN 220 D'HNY 10D71D
Falsehood every man speaks to his tellow, INYINN WI'NR 2T KW (3)
smooth talk, with two hearts they speak. 027! 2] 272 NipYN NOY
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The Lorp will cut off all smooth-talking lips,

the tongue that speaks of big thines.
those who said, “Let us make our tongue great,

our own lips are with us—who is master to us?’
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“From the plunder of the poor, from the wretched men'’s groans,
now will I rise,” says the Lorp.
“I will set up for rescue a witness for him.”
The Lorp’s sayings—pure sayings,
sitver tried in a kiln in the earth
refined sevenfold.
You, Lorp, will guard him,
will keep him from this age for all time.
All around go the wicked,
they have dug deep pits for the sons of men.
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Unravelling Truth
T>ON 99) 2. It has ceased to exist and to function. TON , 70N is not a withdrawal from
the world and its pleasures, but rather indicates active, complete and selfless devotion
to the welfare of those about us. A 770N is that person whose basic character is formed
and governed by such selflessness. But today, says the Psalmist, there is no trace left of
that type of loving concern for the happiness of others. Whatever is done nowadays
ostensibly for the sake of the common good is actually motivated by clever calculation

of the advantages such acts of supposed altruism will bring to him that initiates them.
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N from which we derive the word NnN, ‘truth,” denotes that upon which we can base

ourselves, therefore Y2IN is ‘the teacher,” who gives a firm support to the student who
may, at times, vacillate between right and wrong...)WON is the character of
trustworthiness ‘in all things’, is the basic prerequisites for all human relationships. Man
must be able to put his trust in the opinions, words and deeds of his fellows. He must
know that his brother’s mind recoils from the wrong and is dedicated to the welfare of
others. He must be sure that his brother will not say or promise anything other than that
which he feels to be true...once selfishness has replaced altruism and respect for the
dignity of one’s fellow man, there will be no room left for such mutual trust. the prime
consequence of this will be the complete corrosion of that force that binds men to one
another and which is the most indispensable instrument in all human relationships—
...this chapter describes such a state of affairs.

R’ Shimshon Raphael Hirsch
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In Two Minds

Midrash on Psalms, 72 ay M 0YNN YIM

When the King heard, immediately “The | yq3y S5 AN D 19 ToNN YW 11
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His mouth began to stream wisdom, and 125N yan ) nnn . 790 NN

he said, “God anticipated this case N2 TNY MN PTIY 17PN NN’ MIN)
coming before me, therefore he created ypy LDOPY MY NN DTRY N1 7299 )99
this being with two eyes, two ears, two
nosttils, two hands and two feet’. That’s
when he began to say, “divide the living NN NN 720 AN 1IN I >NNN /D))

child in two.” DIy
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Rashi Y9
“In heart and heart.” In two h.eart.s. To I'I'lC ¥ DYV DONIN D MY NwAa - 19 19
peace is shown, but hatred is hidden in

their hearts. : D252 NHNL NNV
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Charity’s Strength
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Shemot Rabbah 31:14

Nothing is harder to bear than poverty;
for he who is crushed by poverty is like
one to whom all the trouble of the world
cling and all the curse of Deuteronomy
have descended. If all other troubles were
placed on one side and poverty on the
other, poverty would outweigh them all.
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