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1. Talmud Bavli, Avodah Zarah 6b

R. Natan stated: How do we know that a person should not hand a cup of wine to a nazir (a person who took
an oath not to drink wine) or a piece of flesh torn from a live animal to anyone (according to Jewish law, both
Jews and non-Jews are prohibited from eating flesh torn from a live animal)? The verse states “You shall not
place a stumbling block before a blind person.” But, [is this verse really applicable since] in these situations,
[even] if you don’t give them the items, they can [still] take it themselves? [The implication is that even in this
situation there is a violation of the prohibition that “You shall not place a stumbling block before a blind
person.” But why should one be responsible if the other person could get it themselves?] We are dealing with
a situation where the only available wine or meat is on the other side of the river [and therefore, without
providing them these items, they wouldn’t be able to get it otherwise.]
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2. Talmud Bavli, Avodah Zarah 15b-16a

And it has further been taught: One should not sell to them (i.e. to idolaters, who might attack the Jewish
community) either weapons or accessories of weapons, nor should one sharpen any weapon for them, nor
may one sell them either stocks or neck-chains or ropes, or iron chains — neither to idolaters nor Cutheans (a
group of sectarians who were suspected of selling weapons to violent people) ... R. Dimi b. Abba said: Just as it
is forbidden to sell to an idolater, so it is forbidden to sell to a robber who is an Israelite. What are the
circumstances? If he is suspected of murder, then it is quite plain; [the rule is the same as for] an idolater! If
[on the other hand] he has never committed murder, why not [sell them to him]? — It refers indeed to one
who has not committed murder; but we are dealing here with a cowardly thief who is apt at times [when
caught] to [try to] save himself. Our Rabbis taught: It is forbidden to sell them shields; some say, however, that
shields may be sold to them. What is the reason [for this prohibition]? Shall we say, Because they protect
them? In that case even wheat or barley should likewise not [be sold to them]. If it is possible, these, too,
should not. There are some who say that the reason for not permitting [the sale of] shields is this: When they
have no weapons left, they might use these for killing [in battles]. But there are others who say that shields
may be sold to them, for when they have no more weapons they run away. Said R. Nahman in the name of
Rabbah b. Abbuha: The halachah is with 'the Others'. Said R. Adda b. Ahabah: One should not sell them bars of
iron. Why? — Because they may hammer weapons out of them. If so, spades and pick-axes too [should be
forbidden]! — Said R. Zebid: We mean [bars of] Indian iron. Why then do we sell it now? — Said R. Ashi: [We
sell it] to the Persians who protect us.
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3. Rashi, Avodah Zarah 15b

[The Talmud here refers to] A thief who takes money from a property owner and runs away. When they chase
after him, he fights back and saves himself and causes the property owner a loss of money.
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4, Rabbeinu Nissim, Avodah Zarah 5a

It is prohibited to sell to a Jewish thief- even though he is not a known murderer - since he is a thief, he is likely
to commit murder to prevent them from catching him and sentencing him.
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5. Maimonides, Book of Commandments, Negative Commandment no. 297

We are warned against neglecting to save another from life-threatening danger or [neglecting to] save
someone’s property when we have the opportunity to save [it], such as someone who is drowning in a river
and we know how to swim and save him/her. Or if there is a bandit trying to kill someone and we can stop the
bandit or prevent any harm. This warning comes from the Torah’s commandment (Leviticus 19:16) “Do not
stand idly by your neighbor’s blood.” Our rabbis stated that refusing to testify is included in this because one
sees one’s friend losing money and one has the opportunity to retrieve it for him/her by testifying to the truth.
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6. Nimukei Yosef, Avodah Zarah 16a

Nowadays (in Talmudic times) we sell weapons [to idolaters] that are fully assembled because they protect us,
they fight on our behalf to protect the city and its inhabitants and there is definite [protection from danger],
whereas there is only a small possibility that they might use it to harm a member of the Jewish community and
this is what we rely on.
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7. Derashos HaRan no. 11

It is known that the human species needs magistrates to adjudicate among individuals, for otherwise "men
would eat each other alive" (Avot 3:2), and humanity would be destroyed. Every nation needs some sort of
political organization [yishuv medini] for this purpose, since—as the wise man put it—even "a gang of thieves
will subscribe to justice among themselves." The Jewish people need this political organization like the rest of
the nations. ... In all matters of implementing the law, there are two components. First, there is an obligation
to punish someone according to the letter of the law. Second, [there are times when] someone is not worthy



of punishment according to the letter of the law but must be punished in order to ensure that there is order in
the land and [this type of punishment] is based on the situation. God designated a unique channel for each of
these components and commanded judges to judge based on the letter of the law ... but since order cannot be
maintained on this type of justice alone, God complemented their rule with the rule of the king.
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