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This shiur is dedicated by Bati and Eddie Jacobs in loving memory of
Dr. Chuck Feldman 1"r

an exemplary model of dedication to family, community, and Torah education.
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Tanya — Likkutei Amarim, chapter 18

... Now, chochmah (wisdom) is the source of intelligence and comprehension, and it is above
binah (understanding) which is intellectual understanding and comprehension, whereas
chochmah is above them, and their source. Note the etymological composition of the word
73 — 1" 1" ("the potentiality of what is"), that which is not yet comprehended and
understood, or grasped intellectually; consequently there is vested in it the light of the En Sof,
blessed be He, Who can in no way be comprehended by any thought. Hence all Jews, even
the women and the illiterate, believe in God, since faith is beyond understanding and
comprehension, for "The simple believeth every thing, but the prudent man understandeth..."
But with regard to the Holy One, blessed be He, Who is beyond intelligence and knowledge,
and Who can in no wise be comprehended by any thought— all men are like fools in His
blessed presence, as is written, "So brutish am I, and ignorant: I am as a beast before Thee;
yet I am continually with Thee...," meaning that "Because 1 am brutish and as a beast, I am
continually with Thee." Therefore even the most worthless of worthless and the transgressors
of the Israelites, in the majority of cases sacrifice their lives for the sanctity of God's Name
and suffer harsh torture rather than deny the one God, although they be boors and illiterate
and ignorant of God's greatness. [For] whatever little knowledge they do possess, they do not
delve therein at all, [and so] they do not give up their lives by reason of any knowledge and
contemplation of God. Rather [do they suffer martyrdom] without any knowledge and
reflection, but as if it were absolutely impossible to renounce the one God; and without any
reason or hesitation whatever. This is because the one God illuminates and animates the
entire nefesh, through being clothed in its faculty of chochmah, which is beyond any
graspable and understood knowledge or intelligence.
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