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HEAD : this refers to Vespasian; HER ENEMIES ARE
AT BASE, this refers to Titus!

For three and a half years Vespasian surrounded
Jerusalem, having four generals with him: the general of
Arabia, of Africa, of Alexandria, and of Palestine. With
regard to the general of Arabia two teachers differ as to
his name, one declaring that it was Killus and the other
Pangar. In Jerusalem there were four councillors, viz.
Ben Zizit, Ben Gorion, Ben Nakdimon, and Ben Kalba-
Shabua‘.? Each of them was capable of supplying food for
the city for ten years.® There was also there Ben Battiah,¢
the nephew of R. Johanan b. Zakkai, who was appointed
in charge of the stores, all of which he burnt.® When R.
Johanan b, Zakkai heard of this he exclaimed, ‘Woe!’
It was reported to Ben Battiah, ‘Your uncle exclaimed
“woe!”’ He sent and had him brought before him and
asked, ‘Why did you exclaim ““woe!”?’ He replied, ‘I
did not exclaim “woe!” but “wah!”’¢ He said to him,
‘You exclaimed “wah!”? Why did you make that
exclamation?’ He answered, ‘Because you burnt all the
stores, and I thought that so long as the stores were intact
the people would not expose themselves to the dangers of
battle.” Through the difference between ‘woe’ and ‘wah’
R. Johanan b. Zakkai escaped death?; and the verse was
applied to him, The excellency of knowledge is, that wisdom
preserveth the life of him that hath it (Eccl. vi1, 12).

Three days later R. Johanan b. Zakkai went out to walk
in the market-place and saw how people seethed straw
and drank its water®; and he said [to himself], ‘Can men

! Radal emends the name to Trajan, since both Vespasian and Titus were
involved in the destruction of the Temple. The emendation, however,
is hardly necessary, since Nebuchadnezzar and Nebuzaradan, too,
were both invelved in the destruction of the first Temple.

* In Git. 56a the number is three, two names being read as one, viz.
Nakdimon ben Gorion.

* They were extremely wealthy. ¢ He was a leader of the Zealot party,
3 To induce the men to go out to fight and obrain food.

¢ An exclamition denoting approval.

7 The Zealot would have had his uncle put to death if he had expressed
disapproval.

* They were reduced to such straits to escape starvation.
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Three councillors were in Jerusalem, viz. Ben Zizith
Hakeseth,® Nakdimon b. Gorion and Ben Kalba-Shebua,
each of whom was capable of supplying food for the city?
for ten years. There was also there Ben Battiah,® the nephew
of R. Johanan b. Zakkai, who was appointed in charge of
the stores, as chief of the zealots* in Jerusalem, and he
arose and burnt the storehouses.® When R. Johanan b.
Zakkai heard of this he exclaimed, “Woe!’ It was reported
to Ben Battiah, ‘Your uncle exclaimed “Woe!”"* He sent
and had him brought, and asked, ‘Why did you exclaim
“Woel”?" He replied, ‘1 did not exclaim ‘' Woe!”
but “Weh!”® because so long as the precious stores were
intact the people would not jeopardise their lives in battle.’
Through the difference between ‘woe’ and ‘weh’ R.
Johanan escaped death?; and the verse was applied to him,
THE EXCELLENCY OF KNOWLEDGE 1S, THAT WISDOM
PRESERVETH THE LIFE OF HIM THAT HATH IT.
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It once happened thac while Rabban Johanan ben Zakkai was
riding an ass and his disciples were following him, he saw a young
woman gathering barley grains from under the feet of Arab cattle.
When she saw Rabban Johanan ben Zakkai, she covered her face
with her hair, stood up before him, and said to him, “Master, grant
me sustenance.” He asked her, "Whose daughter are you?” She re-
plied, "1 ain the daughter of Nakdimon ben Gorion."” “Mascer,” she
continued, “you no doubt remember when you signed my marriage
contract.” Rabban Johanan ben Zakkai then said to his disciples, I
did indeed sign this woman's marriage contrace, and I noticed in it
a stipulation of one million gold denar payable to her by her father-
in-law's family and her own family. Whenever they went to worship
at the Temple Mount, fine woollen carpets were spread out for them
to walk on, and they would enter, prostrate themselves, and return
joyfully o cheir homes.** All my life I wondered about the meaning
of the verse, If thou know not, O thou fuiresi among women, go thy way
Jorth by the footsieps of the flock, and feed thy kids beside the shepherds’ tents
(Song 1:8), but now 1 found it—read not gédiyotayik (“your kids™)
but géwiystayik (“your bodies”). As long as Israel do the will of God,
no nation or kingdom can rule over them, buc when Israel do not
do God's will, He delivers them into the hand of cthe lowliese of
nacions, and not only inw the hands of the lowliest of nations but
also under the feet of the cactle of the lowliest of nations.”
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48. It is related of Miriam, the daughter of Nakdimon,?
that the Rabbis allowed her five hundred gold dinars daily
to be spent on her stare of perfumes. Nevertheless, she
stood up and cursed them, saying, ‘Make such a [paltry]
allowance for your own daughters!’ R. Aha said: We
responded with Amen! R. Eleazar said: May [ not live
to behold the consolation [of Zion] if I did not see her
gathering barley from beneath horses’ hoofs in Acco;
and I quoted this verse in connection with her, If thou
know not, O thou fairest among women, go thy way forth
by the footsteps of the flock and feed thy kids (S.S. 1, 8)—
read not “gediyotkayik” ('thy kids’) but gemiyothayik ('thy
bodies ").¢
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wKy — infire n333KY%) ~ should we not weep?

R’ Akiva then explained why he smiled in the face of tragedy:
179 "oy — He said to them, pny» & 197 — For this very
reason [ am smiling! 79 1y »1319% mpy — for if such is the
reward for those who transgress His will, that they dwell in such
security and calm, mp3) MHF NOK 7Y WYY sigwb - then for
those who do His will, how much more s0; how much greater
reward can they expect!’
arhynb 1ty 1 RO oye 339 — On another occasion they [the
four Sages of the previous story] were coming up to Jerusalem
after the destruction of the Temple. 1572 BT 0% Wiy I3
om1a — When they reached Mount Scopus and were able to
see the city of Jerusalem in its destruction, they rent their
garments. M3 779 wrag 3 — When they came to the
Temple Mount Tz W TR N1ap Xy1y by 1] — they saw
afox emerging from the Holy of Holies, 31 y7y»nnn — and
they started to weep.  pnyy X3'p¥ 27 ~ But R’ Akiva smiled.
1% 11 — They said to him, pnyn Ty m IR — ‘For what
reason are you smiling?” D312 onk T w0 077 Kk — He
replied to them, ‘For what reason are you weeping?’ AeARI-T
CARY ANRT T, 43 INJY 0PY — They said to him, ‘A place
about which it is written: The non-Kohen who comes close
shall be put to death (Numbers 1:5), 3 wbnoopw,, myan
333 X9y — and now foxes are walking about there!™ Should
we not weep?

R’ Akiva then explained why he was smiling:
1y mx — He said to them, pnyy i 137 — ‘For this very
reason | am smiling, 337 — for it is written: 7 TPYRL,
3N 13 W PR TR MK Nk gy o — [l

summon frustworthy witnesses to testify for Me, [the two
prophets] Uriak the Kohen and Zechariahu ben Yeverechiahu
(saich 8:2). 931 byx mmx My M 1) — Now, what
connection does Uriah have with Zechariah? wpn3 mmx
nw wypna man ek — Uriah prophesied during the era of
the First Temple, whereas Zechariah prophesied during the
era of the Second Temple; why then are they mentioned
together?  mvyax Y INIRIA TN VY ANKI2I NPT non kbR —
Rather, the two prophets are mentioned together because by
doing so Scripture made the prophecy of Zechariah dependent
upon the prophecy of Uriah. 3'n3mMx3 — In the prophecy of
Urigh it is written:®  ~[un) wAnn a1 ¥ 037213 137, -
Therefore, because of you, Zion will be plowed like o fleld [etc.]
(Micah 3:12). 3n3ma313 — In the prophecy of Zechariah it is
written:  ~BYwY NIAN3 Rispn iRy Y TY,, — Old men and
old women will yet sit in the streets of Jerusalem.™
R’ Akiva concludes:

MR g 1Ny mpvpny Kby Ty — As long as the prophecy of
Uriah had not been fulfilled, xannp mwy — I had feared
7731 9 tngwy ovpnn X% — that the prophecy of Zechariah
would not be fulfilled. Mk by ingdy MPPRNIY YEDY —
Now that the prophecy of Uriah has been fulfilled, and
Jerusalem and the Temple Mount are totally desolate, w13
ngygnR MY Y sy — it is obvious that the prophecy of
Zechariah will be fulfilled.’

19 yanK iy w3 — They (R’ Akiva’s colleagues] thereupon said
to him in these words: unPM) KIPY 1M KPPy — ‘Akiva,

you have comforted us; Akiva, you have comforted us.’

13



*)

FOR THE MOUNTAIN OF ZION WHICH IS |
DESOLATE (v, 18). Long ago, as R. Gamaliel, R. Eleazar -
b. ‘Azariah, R. Joshua, and R, Akiba were on the way to |
Rome, they heard the noise of the crowds at Rome from -
Puteoli® a hundred and twenty miles away. They all fell |
a-weeping, but R. Akiba laughed. They said to him, |
‘Akiba, we weep and you are merry!’ He replied to them, |
‘Wherefore are you weeping?’ They answered, 'These |
heathen peoples who worship idols and bow down to
images live in safety, ease, and prosperity, whereas the |
“Footstool " of our God* is burnt down by fire and has be- |
come a dwelling-place for the beasts of the field, so should |
we not weep ?* He said to them, * For that reason am I merry. fl

|
!
|
i

If they that offend Him fare thus, how much better shall
they fare that obey Him!’ On another occasion they were |
coming up to Jerusalem, and when they reached Mount

Scopus they rent their garments [in mourning]. When |
they arrived at the Temple Mount, they saw a fox emerging |
from the Holy of Holies. They fell a-weeping, but R.|

Akiba laughed. They said to him, ‘Akiba, you always
surprise us. We weep and you are merry!’ He replied to
them, ‘Wherefore are you weeping?’ They answered,
‘Shall we not weep that from a place of which it was written,
And the common man that draweth nigh shall be put to death
(Num. 1, 51), a fox emerges, and concerning it the verse

is fulfilled, FOR THE MOUNTAIN OF ZION, WHICH 1§ |

DESOLATE, THE FOXES WALK UPON IT?  He said to

them: ‘For that reason am I merry. Behold it states, And
I will take unto Me faithful witnesses to record, Uriah the '

priest, and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah (Isa. vii, 2),
Now what connection has Uriah with Zechariah? Uriah
lived in the time of the first Temple while Zechariah lived
in the time of the second Temple! But what did Uriah

say? Thus saith the Lord of hosts: Zion shall be plowed as -
a field, and Yerusalem shall become heaps (Jer. xxvi, 18).
And what did Zechariah say? There shall yet old men and

old women sit in the broad places of Ferusalem, every man
with his staff i his hand for very age (Zech. vuii, 4); and it
continues, And the broad places of the city shall be full of
boys and girls playing in the broad places thereof (ib. 3).
The Holy One, blessed be He, said, **Behold I have these
two witnesses, and if the words of Uriah are fulfilled, the
words of Zechariah will be fulfilled; and if the words of
Uriah prove vain the words of Zechariah will prove vain.”

I rejoiced because the words of Uriah have been fulfilled
and in the future the words of Zechariah will be fulfilled.’
Thereupon in these terms did they address him: ‘ Akiba,
you have consoled us; may you be comforted by the coming
of the herald [of the redemption]!?
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Once, as Rabban Gamaliel, R. Joshua, R. Eleazar ben Azariah,
and R. “‘Akiba were journeying to Rome, they heard the murmuring
sound of the (great) city from as far as Puteoli, a distance of one
hundred and twenty miles, whereupon they burst into tears, except
for R. “Akiba, who laughed. They asked him, **“Akiba, why are you
laughing while we are weeping?” He replied, ““Why are you weep-
ing?"" They said, "Should we not weep when these pagans, who
sacrifice to idols and bow down to images dwell in security, peace,
and serenity, while the House which is our God's footstool has been
reduced to a charred cuin and a lair for beasts of the field?” To which
R. ‘Akiba retorted, “Buc this is exacely why I laughed—if chis is
what God has given to those who have angered Him, how much
more so will He give to those who fulfill his will.”*¢ [They said to
him, “‘Akiba, you have comforted us.”} Another time they were
going up to Jerusalem. When they reached Mount Scopus, they rent
their garments, and when they came to the Temple Mounc and saw
a fox running out of the (ruined) building of the Holy of Holies,
chey began to weep, while R. ‘Akiba laughed. They said to him,
“‘Akiba, you never cease to asconish us—we are weeping, yet you
laugh!” He replied, "Why are you weeping?” They said to him,

IS

"Should we not weep when a fox emerges from the place of which it
is written, And the common man that drawesh nigh shall be put to death
(Num. 1:51)? This is indeed how the verse, For [his our hears is Jaint
for these things our eyes are dim—for the mountain of Zion which is (/gjola[el
the foxes walk upon it (Lam. 5:17-18), has beeq fulfilled for us.” Hé
said to them, "This is exactly why | laughed, for it is said, And I
will take unto me faithful witnesses 1o record, Urigh 1he priest :md Ze-
chariah the son of Jeberechiah (Isa. 8:2). Now whar s the coanection
beeween Urish and Zechariah? Utiah said, Zion spull be plowed a5 a
febd, and Jerusalem shall become beaps, and the Moyntain of (1he Lord's)
Flouse as the high places of a forest (Jer. 26:18) 7 \yhat did Zechariah
say? Thus saith the Lord of hosts: There shalf yet old men and old women
5it in the broad places of Jerusalem, etc. (Zech, 8:4). Said God, "These
are My two witnesses’—if the words of Uriah are fulfilled ’so will
the words of Zechariah; if the words of Uriah are not fulﬁlled) neicher
will the words of Zechariah. I rejoice therefore that in the'end the
words of Uriah have been fulfilled, because this means that so will
the words of Zechariah.” They said to hi i

““Akiba, you have comforted ):13 " agatn in the same words,

|
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arnuel said to Saul: "HAS=2 sent me (o anoint you as
king over His people. over israel. 50 now hear the sound
of HasHeM s words.)

2 “Sp said HasHEM, Master of Legions: | remembered what
Amalek did lo Israel. [the ambsh] he emplaced against him on

_ the way. as he went up from Egyot. * Now go and strike down
Amaiek and destroy everything he has, have no pity on him; kil
man and wornan alike, infant and suckding alike. ax and sheep
alike, camel and donkey alice.”

+ Saul had all the people summoned and he counted them
through lambs: two hundred thousand infantry, and the men of
Judah were ten thousand. * Saul came up to the dty of Amalek,
and he made war in the valiey. ® Saul said to the Kenites, “Go,
withdraw, descend from among the Amalekites lest | destroy
you with them; for you perforrned kindness with afl the Children
of Israel when they went up from Egypt. ” The Kenttes withdrew
from among Arnalek.

753ulsuudtdoumAmalekﬁ-omHaﬂahtothewgo
ShunwhkhfacesEg,pt'Hempa.ndAgug,unmgofm
alive, and the entire peopie he destroyed by the sword, ? Saud and
the people took pity on Agag; on the best of the sheep and catie,

15¢

the fatted bulls and the fatted sheep; and on al that was good: -

and they did not destroy them; only what was despicable and de.
teriorated did they destroy. .

19 The word of HasHeM came lo Samuel, saying, ' “1 haye re.
gretted that | made Saul king, for he has tumed away from Me
and has not fulfilled My word!™ It aggrieved Samuel and he cried
out to HASHEM the entire night. )

12 Samuel woke up early in the moming to meet Saul it was
told to Samuel, saying: “Saul came to the Carmel and befolg! —
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25. Maimonides, Laws of Kings and Their Wars 5:4,
writes the following regarding the seven nations of
Canaan: "It is a positive commandment to destroy the
seven nations, as it is said: ‘But thou shalt utterly
destroy them’ (Deuteronomy 20:17). If one does not kill
any of them that falls into one’s power, one transgress-
es a negative commandment, as it is said: ‘Thou shalt
save nothing that breatheth’ (Deuteronomy 20:16). But
their memory has long since perished.” The Radbaz, in
his commentary ad loc, notes that the source for
Maimonides’ concluding comunent, "But their memory
has long since perished,” is the statermnent of Rabbi
Joshua in Mishnah Yadayim 4:4: “Sennacherib, king of
Assyria, came up and intermingled all the peoples.”

It is, however, striking and passing strange that
Maimonides, in setting forth the commandment to wipe
out Amalek, does not add the concluding phrase, “But
their memory has long since perished.” Thus states
Maimonides in Laws of Kings and Their Wars 5:5:
“Similarly it is a positive commandment to destroy the
remembrance of Amalek, as it is said: “Thou shalt blot
out the remembrance of Amalek’ (Deuteronomy 25:19).
It is also a positive commandment to remember always
his evil deeds and the waylaying [he resorted to}, so that
we keep afresh the hatred manifested by him, as it is
said: ‘Remember what Amalek . did unto thee’
(Deuteronomy 25:17). The traditional interpretation of
this infunction is: ‘Remember,’ by word of mouth; ‘Do
not forget,” out of mind, that it is forbidden to forget his
hatred and enmity.” It would appear from Maimonides"
statements that Amalek is stll In : while_thy

- seven nations have descended into t of obliv-
on.

""One may query: Why didn’t Maimonides apply R.
Joshua's principle that “Sennacherib, king of Assyria,
came up and intermingled all the peoples” to Amalek as
he did to the seven natiqs? The answer to this question
is very simple. Scripture testifies that Amalek is still.in
existence. Note what the Torah states: “The Lord will
have war with Amalek from generation to generation”
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the communal exercise of wa
against a specific race but

obligation to rise

se
eir

SoEgEEEEg spasasTyy
R TR EEFLETEE P
5‘:’53..“’ g*&aagghgoz
HED IR T
gﬁs“ﬁﬂaséiﬁw“gﬁwgs
T *=§'B§§§°§¢% 3
~§§gg Egshsgﬁga P
L T T R
PN EEE R e
N 1] a. = 8.z "5";
g§g§§553§§f§§§§* T
h 3 . : - b g
HASE S NG
& 85ﬁ§H35§§§§3' £¥
SRR PRI L SN
05 =§,3 ﬂoa“u':'ﬁ'ﬁgx{:
a5 3325“53?”5"5 ggigﬁ
5388728528088 53

(Exodus 17:16). If that is the case, then it is impossible
that Amalek be letely destroyed before the coming
of the Messiah. As sages state: “The [divine) throne
will not be whole and the [divine] Name will not be
whole unti] the descendants of Amalek are completely
blotted out” (Midrash Tanhuma on Ki Teze, end; and
Rashi on Exodus 17:16). But—where is he? I once heard
the from my father

oses Solovei of

and master added: We ha ged
commandments concerning ek. The first is the
obligation to blot out his memory. This obligation
devolves upon every person with reference to an indi-
vidual Amalekite and is set forth in the verse “Thou
shall blot out the remembrance of Amalek”
(Deuteronomy 25:19). The second is the readiness to do
battle a5 a community against the people Amalek. This
requirement is set forth in the verse, “The Lord will
have war with Amalek from generation to generation”
(Exodus 17:16). Thus, if any people seeks to destroy us,
we are commanded to do battle against it when it rises
up against us, and this battle of ours is an obligatory
war (milhemet mizoah) on the basis of the verse from
Exodus, “The Lord will have war with Amalek from
generatjon to generation.” However, the cbligation to
wipe outindividual Amalekites, as set forth in the verse
from Deuteronomy, applies only to genealogical
descendants of Amalek. Now it is true that Maimonides’
ruling also includes the obligation to blot out individu-
als, an obligation which does not apply. to_any nation .
other than Amalek, even if that nation seeks to destroy
the Jewish people [and this obligation is no longer in
force, since there are no longer any identifiable
genealogical descendants of Amalek]. Nevertheless,
since the obligation to do battle against Amalek as a
people would apply to such a nation, Maimonides did
not use the phrase “But its [Amalek’s] memory has long
since perished.” There still exists a category of Amajek

as a les have

Emmam&mmy_ﬁ

Peduputlmaboveisﬂwbasisfortbemﬂngof
Maimonides in Laws of Kings and Their Wars 5:1 that a
defensive war waged by the Jewish people against an
aggressor is an obligatory war. Such a war falls under
the rubric of “The Lord will have war with Amalek from.
generation to generation.” To be sure, Maimonides in
his ruling singles out the war against Amalek for special
mention [which would indicate that the war against
Amalek and a defensive war against an aggressor are
twWo separate categories]. Nevertheless, one may main-
tain that a war waged by the Jewish people against an
aggressor who seeks to destroy it still belongs to the cat-
egory of the war against' Amalek. Note carefully the
sugya in Sotah 44b, s.v. Amar R. Yohanan.
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1. Rabbi Soloveitchik lived in Germany from 1926 to 1932.
18.03 Man-Satan

Related by the Rav tn the Tonya Soloveitchik Memorial Lecture on
“Purim Ideas,” Yeshtva University, March 4, 1974.

Who is Amalek [Exodus 17:8-16]? A man who personifies total
evil. It is a man to whom immorality becomes the norm. Who is
Amalek? Of course, it most probably was a wandering Bedouin
tribe. However, the biblical verse is quite serious when it says that
“God has declared an eternal war against Amalek, throughout the
gencrations” [Exodus 17:16]. I would say it was beneath the dig- i
nity of God to declare an cternal war against a Bedouin. tribe. |
Amalek will only be defeated at the commencement of the messi- |
anic era. No one will be able to defeat Amalek. The final defeat of |
Amalek will take place when the King Messiah arrives.

So who is Amalek? It i3 not just a Bedouin tribe. It is not a -
race, a-specific group, or a nationality. It is man who went berserk.
Man who incarnates total evil. It is Man-Satan. Man can be cre-
ated in the image of God or in the image of Satan. It is Man-
Demon. :

I once heard from my father, in the name of my grandfather,
+ . that Amalek is any people or group who are committed to one pur-
< pose: the destruction of the Jewish p¢:o_pl¢:.l Such a group is to be
classified as Amalek. If one writes on its banner, “Let us cut them
off from being a nation; that the name of Israel may be no more in
remembrance” [Psalm 83:5], he aquires the status of Amalek. The
commandment of “surely erasing the memory of Amalek” [Exo-

dus 17:14] is applicable to him or to them.
Quite often Amalek, or Man-Satan, succeeds in his attempt to

- gain power and to cause untold suffering to millions or hundreds-

of millions of people. I believe that our generation has encountered
a few of them. Most of you are young, but Lam speaking of people
as old as I am. There is no doubt about it that Hitler was Amalek. I
am speaking in halakhic terms. Hitler and his entourage were
Amalek. There is no doubt that Stalin had the status of Amalek.
He too was the incarnation of total evil. I have doubts about the
“generous” Mr. Leonid Brezhnev [1906-1982; general secretary
of the Soviet Communist Party, 1964-82] and about Mao Tse-
tuhig [1893-1976; chairman of the Chinese Communist Party,
1943-76]. I do not know. I have serious doubts about them. Intu-
itively, I feel that they are also the incarnation of evil and Satan.

1. For & detailed analysis of this view, see the Rav's “Kol Dodi Dofek,” tranlated by

Lawrence Kaplan, in Theological and Halakhic Raflections on the Holocauss, edited by Bern-
hard H. Rosenberg and Fred Heuman (Hoboken, N.J.: KTAV, 1992), pp. 98, 116-117,
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the sorrows of your race and of your holy places. et neither
property nor the alluring charms of your wives entice you from
wosmﬂuon_nnnrnin_mnru.uanovavoaauoan»nnwo:z.unvéﬁ
remain here.”
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letters

Character Assassination

Naomi Graetz rightly notes that tradition- |

alists have consistently used (and abused)
sacred texts to justify (or even impose) dis-
criminatory social patterns (The People &
the Book, June 12). Christians in aatebellum
Southemn society in America used the Bible
to justify slavery, and other Christians in
South Africa used it to justify apartheid.
Some Muslims use Koran texts to keep
women cocooned in burkas, which didn’t

“honor killings” or terrorism.
Prof. Grastz with grace and scholarship
shows us just how this process works
R — in Jewish tradition,
i L with generations of
4 " preachers and teach-
er3 using the story of
Miriam’s criticism

ey of Moses’ Nubian
companion and her affliction with leprosy to
extrapolate & negative image of women as
frivolous or malicious gossips. The antidote
to texmal abuse of this kind is to use
midrash on the same texts to project differ-
ent and more positive images, and to assert
that the sacred texts are not the exclusive

property of the self-proclaimed “right '

thinkers.” The Torah is the inheritance of the
entire Jewish community, including liberals
and women and those who think Aaron
should have been punished in the same man-
ner as Miriam.

The point of this story is that lashon |

hara (peatly translated by Dr. Graetz as
“character assassination”) is rightfully to be
deplored, whetber propagated by women or

by men.
Rabbi Gilbert Kolljn
Pasadena, Califomia
Who'’s an Amalekite?

Kalman Neuman’s review of my book
“Reckless Rites: Purim and the Legacy of
Jewish Violence” was sensitive and search-
ing (“To Be Blotto, or To Blot Owt?” July

lO).b\anotﬂdﬁkctoc;lng_fy‘ _two points.
First, I y did not exception” to
the definition of Amalek presented by Rabbi
Joseph Soloveitchik in his 1956 sermon.
“Kol Dodi Dofek.” As a historian, I simply
linked Soloveitchik’s identification there of
Nasser and the mufti of Jerusalem as
Amalekites with the 1948 motivational ser-
mon delivered by “the Nazir” David Cohen

! to smdents of Yeshi-
vat Mercaz Harav on
| their way to fight in

Israel’'s War of Inde-
| pendence. Whatever
“the Rav,” as Neuman insists on calling
him, demanded of the NRP in the wake of
Sabra and Shatilla in 1982 is as relevant 1o
the understanding of his 1956 sermon as
Arie] Sharon’s 2005 position on Gaza is to
his strategic views when he was Begin's
defense minister.

Secondly, my attempt to situate Baruch
Goldstein's 1994 massacre of 29 Palestin-
ians within a Purim tradition of hostility to
Amalekites (and not to “gentiles” as Dr.
Neuman claims) not only reaches back 1o
RcﬁdimandShushanandmdievalEmopc,
but also draws on prior events in late 20th-
century Hebron itself. Neuman correctly
notes that “members of the ‘Tewish under-
ground’ in the early 19803 did not have to
wait until Purim to plant bombs in Arab
buses.” But he scems to have forgotten my
discussion of the 1982 report by the Karp
Commission, which dealt with the manner in

which exuberant festivity was used by Jews
‘ from Kiryat Arba as a means of evicting the

Arab upholsterer who occupied the ground
floor of Beit Hadassah — until his ceiling
happened to collapse under the weight of
spirited dancing during Purim of 1981,

Five years later Jewish settlers paraded
J' through Hebron on Purim carrying puppets

of various images from the book of Esther,
including that of Haman the Agagite
(= Amalekite). When they arrived at Beit
Romano one of the settlers, a3 reported by
Ori Nir in Ha'aretz, placed a keffiya on the
hanging effigy of Haman. Local Arabs, who
by then clearly understood what this meant,
took offense, and a representative of the mil-
itary government demanded that the keffiya
be removed. It is not unlikely that Goldstein,
who moved from the United States to Kiryat
Arba in 1983, participated in the 1986
Purim parade. It is even more likely that

graduate of Yeshiva University, read “Kol
Dodi Dofek.”

-

Elliott Horowitz
Jerusalem
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On the evening of Simchat Torah, the Sefer Torahs are re-
moved from the ark and members of the congregation, children
included, take turns parading about the Synagogue carrying
them, their silver bells Jingling, to the accompaniment of 2 good
deal of singing and hand-clapping. It was an evening of terror
for me when I was a nine-year-old. The twin scrolls of a Sefer
Torah are dauntingly heavy. Dropping one is a sin — in my case,
a sin compounded by the fact that the Sefer Torah | was given
the honor of carrying had been the work of my grandfather
Rabbi Yudel Rosenberg, who was also 2 scribe, or sofer. My
grandfather would have written his Sefer Torah with the quill of
a turkey feather on parchment manufactured from the hide of a
koshermimzl,theha.irmmovedaﬁcrithadbecnsoakedin
limewater for nine days. Before beginning, he would have been
obliged to test his quill and ink by writing the name “Amalek”
and crossing it out, symbolically blotting out Amalek, as it is
written (Deuteronomy 25:19): “Therefore it shall be, when the
Lord thy God hath given thee rest from all thine enemies round
about, in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an
inheritance to possess it, thou shalt blot out the remembrance of
Amalek from under heaven; thou shalt not forget it.”

Amalek was the grandson of Esau and ancestor of the Ama-
lekites, nomads in the land between Egypt and Canaan, many
of whose descendants can no doubt now be found organizing
for Hamas in the Palestinian camps of Khan Yunis, Rafa, Jabalia, !

“and Gaza Town.
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AND HE HATH KINDLED A FIRE IN Zion. Itis
written, A psalm of Asaph. O God, the heathen ave come
into Thine inkeritance (Ps. Lxx1x, 1). The text should have
used a phrase like, *Weeping of Asaph,” " Lament of Asaph,”
“Dirge of Asaph'; why does it say, * A psalm® of Asaph’? It
may be likened to a king who erected a bridal-chamber for
his son which he plastered, cemented, and decorated;
but his son entered upon an evil course of living. The king
forthwith ascénded to the chamber, tore the curtains and
hroke the rods; but [the son's] tutor took a piece of rod
which he used as a flute and played upon it, People said to
him, “The king has overthrown his son’s chamber and you
ot playing a tunel’ He replied to them, I play 2 tune
because the king overturned his son’s chamber but did not
pour out his anger upon his son.” Similary people said
v» Asaph, 'The Holy One, blessed be He, has caused
Temple and Sanctuary to be destroyed, and you sit singing
. Psalinl® He replied to them, 'I sing a Psalm because the
Holy One, blessed be He, poured out His wrath upon wood
and stone and not upon Israel.” That is what is written,
AND HE HATH RINDLED A FIRE IN Z10N, WHICH
HMATH DEVOURED THE FOUNDATIONS® THEREOF.
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53. THE Lorp 1s RIGHTEOUS; FOR | HAvE
REBELLED AcAInNsT HIS WORD (1, 18). Who uttered
this: It was said by Josiah; as it is stated, After all this,
when Josiah had prepared the temple, Neco king of Egypt
went up to fight against Carcemish by the Euphrates (i.e.
Circesium which ig by the Euphrates) . . . But he sent ;
ambassadors to him, saying : What have I to do with thee, |
thou king of Judah? I come not against thee this day, but
against the house wherewith 1 have war ; and God hath given |
command to speed me (11 Chron. xxxv, 20 f.). [Neco said,]
‘By command of the Holy One, blessed be He, do 1 come
up.” [He continued,] Forbear thee from meddiing with the
god who is with me (¢b.)—this is the language of idolatry
Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his face from him . . .
and hearkened not ynto the words of Neco, Sfrom the mouth of |
God (ib. 22)~this alludes to Jeremiah who said to Josiah, |
‘I have this tradition from my teacher, Isaiah,® And I will
spur Egypt against Egypt’ (Isa. x1x, 2)%; but he would not
jisten to him. Josizh replied to him, “Has not your teacher's
teacher, Moses, declared, Neither shall the sword go through
your land (Lev. xxvi, 6)? Then shall the sword of this
wicked person pass through my land and bordersl' He
was, however, unaware that all the people of his generation
were idolaters.! Jgsiah had sent two disciples [of the Sages]
to eradicate idolatry from the people’s houses. When they
entered the houges they found nothing.® As they went out
they were told to shut the doors; and when they shut the
doors the people inside could see the idol. They said
concerning these disciples, * What they rectified® on entering {
they spotlt on departing.” On that account, The archers
shot at King Josigh (11 Chron. xxxv, 23). R. Manni said:
They shot three hundred arrows into him until his body
became like a sieve, and Jeremiah placed his ear behind [the
dying king] t0 know what he was saying. And what did he
say? ‘The Lord ¢ righteous; for I have rebelled against His
word' His word and the word of His agent.
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The Church and the Jew 145 RGN
YR NIVPN TN erbama wno noR omaT Yoo
2 rist,wudnnnnduw:llth'scttluttimewidll\isowncyes.
Hrlivedintheterrito of that ruler and had come there to arrange 1AN33 33 77 TN .3p3 137 Y w M ETPA N us
terms for the Jews of loi:.bnt.beclmegfo::“si?.heh:dnomc- n‘nn'?nm.m'rpmun'ﬂ?'uﬁn,:mm:m
cess. However, s settlement was mede by him for one thousand
pounds to ssve the other Jews of that sccursed ruler. He also seved .Dﬁ'l"mmm'?ﬁmm.‘nﬂbp:lrnnh,mmn
dnxmlkofdnTonhmdthen:;of;hhd:fboob.m T T2 WHP D TV ™ . byns uwoe kS
in the 4931 on Wednesday, 20th of the month iwsn , oy L
[May 26, 1131, This da cught to be established a5 3 fast day like own TeTIp, 79 meremn mra3 wor 2+ Y bews
thezastofGedll'nb. mnot;:'fnG_;dnlnh,whowu v- UM XY N0 DN Nk O3 YRW 13 Y9 BsYme 330
ernor of Judsh after the destruction of emple in 586 B.CE., T™TET 15 VI WY .
is sill observed on the 3rd of Tishri.] All these facts were written P T ANR 16997 MpD3 I 13p's
down d\eJmofOrlmh;lcitydoseb thnjofthc mmpnnmmmnm.nmnmn:m
mdm:Lknowntod!etﬂc +» OUr master i Jacob [ben Rabbi INITHY 1T DR ™ Tn
Meir, Rushi's grandson,the greaest French rabbi of his day. He dicd B3 NS 137 [ox9 ik 13mpn ;
in the third week after the Blois burning]. YR 3MPY 13 N3 wR e |
It was also reported in that letter that t'sosyhe :;tnt;‘\onntfe; hti)gh Y5 ymbap JUOpRm wet P03 BvPY nawa waen |
the martyrs t© in unison & me n softly but .
ended with s full voi::g'l'hefChristhnpeopkum and asked us: BORI PYI0 MIYm 00 oY o oY1 ™0 noas mp ,
“What kind of a is this for we have never heard such a sweet oK :
melody?” We kn’c:‘sxt wel) for it was the 1 “Tt is incambent » mmmﬂzwwpnprrnwpmmm !
upon us to praise the Lord of all.” [ This prayer, the Alemu, or Adore- 0 .oy 13 %% ;3 waph xm e oy oo :
tion, now recited daily, was then s New Year's prayer with 1 special WM DOD AP " BpNK [ T oYED 1 e e vy
melody.] i
ozqhmdlmd.weepformediry-onesoulsthatwere W-m*ﬁ?mmm.mmnw.rwbmm i
bumtfordw;lncﬁﬁaﬁon;fd?:bbhme.m let your brothers, the 'h.mm?bnbbu:m::,m‘wmmmw |
entire house of Isreel, bews urming. i
Beanseofoursinsdlesem?nwmlnotct;‘ecngivmnjewishbuﬁd “m”"?’!’.m‘::mn'nm’m::mmn‘:m i
but were left st the bottom of the hill .on where ¢ A0 Yiews !
hadbeenbumnltwsonlyhmthe]mc::yez:tbuﬁedthh;yr ' TN Den T Y9 ooww !
bones. There were sbout thirty-two holy souls who offered them- !
selves a5 a scrifice wo their of; and God smelled the sweet . i
snvor.forhimwhomHehad\osendoaHecmtocomnigh Orlesss vy , W13 344 |
unto Him. (The number of those burnt varies in different sources. MWW BT ) L ovew w-by ™M on w8 |
One source lists 2 new-born babe.] %m }
Ofmdrownfmewilhlldxemmunitiuoannge,Englmd.md mb&mwm}n&mbmmmm,ﬂ:ﬁm s
the Rhincland observed Wednesday, the zoth of Siwan, 4931, as s AR B0 ™ oW WP (17 Y9 nowa e
dsy of mourning and fasting. This was also the command of our 2,10 s weby N3 em 3%y |
great teacher Jacob, the son of Rabbi Meir, who wrote letters to them "‘mu% oy |
informing them that it was proper to fix this day s 1 fast for all von v T ':' ’ ot
our peol;fe, and that it must be greater even than the Fast of Gedalish 2, é __\__\_—-—-———___M ‘

. - Teon 5y wwbed
ben Ahikam; it was to be like the Day of Atonement ['s twenty-four S e — —-\Jﬂ"%ﬁlﬁ

hour fast]. SR 313 oM MYy mmbed




MASSACRFES OF OSTROG toy

business was good, for all of them were wealthy as a
result of the loot of the Jews and the nobles. But no
Jew or noble was permitted to reside there until
the compromise had taken effect. They were permitted
to cstablish residence only up to and including the
city of Pawolocz and no further. The Cossacks were jn
control over a stretch of one hundred miles square of
the land of {Little] Russia a3 a security, pending the
aforementioned settlement with the nobles.

Jn those days, the King, may his glory increase, inued
an ordina inces ofhis kingdom,
that whoever had o change his fai
return to his former faith. All the forced converts re-
Lturned to Judaism, and the Jews continted to reside
in all the cities where they had been converted. The
Jews now publicly profesed their religion in those
places where Jews dwelt, and in the places where the
Cosacks resided, and where no Jews lived at this time,
the forced converts fled, in accordance with the decree
of the King. Also the women whom the Cossacks mar-
ried by force, fied to the cities which were populated
by Jews. Thus hundreds of forced converis became

Jews again. In the places where scvere took
place, hundreds of boys and girls and infants, hdd been”
converted. The Jews took them back by force from the.
hands of the Gentiles. After thorough investigation,
they provided them with identifying tags giving the
names of the families to which they belonged. These
were hung on the neck of each child. Many women had
become Agunoth,** and many widows who had become
o e had deparin oot o becanee
the levir had departed authorities
of the Council of Four Lands,” may the Rock and Re.
deemer preserve them, instituted many appropriate
ordinances for their henefit and they instituted A public’
fast for the whole Kingdom of Poland, to be ohscrved
on the twentieth day of Sivan, for gencrations to come,
For on that da ible slaughter of Nemirow had
occurred, and it had been the first community to sub-
mit to the massacre, for the glorification of His Name,
may the merit of its martyrs stand us in good stead,
and may the Lord avenge their blood.
After these things the King elevated Duke Wiknio-
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KINNAH IN MEMORY OF THE MARTYRS OF CHURBAN EUROPE
by Rabbi Shlomo Halberstam, Y"wt, Bobover Rav

R3I 1M23Y Remember, please, and lament, O all of Israel,
~ let your voices be heard on high.
For Germany has destroyed our people, during stormy days of the World War;
with killings, horrible and cruel, with starvation and thirst.
For all generations, do not forget,
until you will merit witnessing the {ultimate] consolation.

[Remember | their screams and their weeping as they were
tightly packed and locked into the train’s [cattle] cars.

Like sheep to the slaughter they were led to be
incinerated in the crematorium ovens.

May the sound of their pleading cries be eternally remembered,
by the One Who dwells in the Heavens.

When they proclaimed, ‘Shema Yisrael’
they offered up their lives to the Lord of lords.

Roshei Yeshivah and their students, and the
multitudes of Your people were there.

They enslaved them with brutal tortures,
and they slaughtered them with high-handed arrogance.

The blood of tender babes cries out to You from the earth, {saying;)
'Exact vengeance for the children and the women;
let no living soul escape alive!’

For the burning of thousands of study halls and synagogues,
and for myriad of Torah scrolls and their students,
we shall lament with raised and screaming voices.
They set God's sanctuaries aflame, they ignited them,
and our eyes witnessed this.
Let those who lit the fire suffer retribution;
may God judge the corpse-filled nations,

Cry out loud, O heaven and earth, for the thousands of cities, citadels of Torah,
for the countries of Europe and their Jewish communities,
the heirs and trustees of our traditions,
for righteous tzaddikim, elders, pious chassidim,
all those who cleaved unto a faith so pure.
From the day we were exiled from our homeland,
there was never an annihilation as awesome as this.

Be compassionate with our remnant; look down upon us, please, from heaven,
at the [death]camps of the martyrs, ten times as many as those who left Egypt.
Rebuild our holy Temple, and provide us with double consolation,

Exalt us, and bring us back to Zion and Jerusalem.

kinnah to bemoan the tragedy of Churban Eu-  and Kia] Yisrael’s loss, in a special kinnah, but
ropa, and it is recited in many congregations.  hesitated. I felt that in order to compose a kinnah
When the Rav was asked for permission to in-  one must be on the exalted level of R’ Elazar
clude his kinnah and its translation in this edition HaKalir, who wrote with Ruach HaKodesh,
of kinnos, he graciously conceded. Then he ex- Divine inspiration, Moreover, he was a master of
plained why he had written it: ‘For years I had  Kabbalistic secrets and knew the mystical incan-
wanted to express my grief over my personal loss  tations of the ministering angels. Still, many
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*5 R) 119} — Remember, please. The destruction berstam, 5x1, was a scion of Sanz, one of the
of European Jewry by the Nazis during World  most illustrious Rabbinic and Chassidic dynas-
War II was the most massive calamity to befall ties. The Rav lost everything in the Holocaust —
our people since the Destruction of the Second family, friends, followers, disciples and students
Temple. As explained in the prefatory notes to  in the thousands. The Rebbe arrived in America
kinnah 25, which laments the devastation of the after the war with nothing but the clothes on his
Crusades, Torah Jews recognize that all Jewish  back and a burning determination to rebuild
misfortunes have their roots in the tragic events  what the Nazis destroyed. With the help of
of Tishah B'Av. Therefore we designate no new  Hashem the glory of the House of Bobov has
days of mourning to commemorate later events, been restored and one will find dozens of
but include them in our Tishah B'Av kinnos  Bobover institutions and thousands of Bobover

service. Chassidim in every corner of the globe.
The Bobover Rav, Admor HaRav Shlomo Hal- In 1984, the Bobover Rav composed a special

2 © 1991 — Reprinted with permission from ArtScroli/Mesorah Publications, Ltd. from THE COMPLETE TISHAH B'AV SERVICE. All rights reserved. 1

38



