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The Veil of Anonymity           
Rabbi Joshua Strulowitz
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The “hidden” characters in the Torah
1. A man discovered him (Joseph), and behold! He was blundering in the field. The man asked him, saying, “What do you seek?” And he said, “My brothers do I seek; tell me, please, where they are pasturing.

-Bereishit (Genesis) 37:15-16

2. Boaz, meanwhile, had gone up to the gate, and sat down there. Just then, the redeemer of whom Boaz had spoken passed by. He said, “Come over, sit down here, Ploni Almoni.”
-The Book of Ruth, 4:1
Intentional Use of Anonymity

3. Joseph saw his brothers and he recognized them, but he acted like a stranger toward them and spoke with them harshly…Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him.

-Bereishit (Genesis) 42:7
4. And Tamar was told, as follows, “Behold your father-in-law is coming up to Timnah to shear his sheep. So she removed her widow’s garb from upon her, covered herself with a veil, and wrapped herself up…When Judah saw her, he thought her to be a harlot since she had covered her face…
-Bereishit 38:14-15
Pretending to Be Someone Else
5. Rebecca then took her older son Esav’s clean garments which were with her in the house, and clothed Jacob, her young son. With the skins of the goat-kids she covered his arms and his smooth-skinned neck. 

-Berishit 27:15-16 
6. So Lavan gathered all the people of the place and made a feast. And it was evening, that he took Leah his daughter and brought her to him; and he consorted with her. And Lavan gave Zilpah his maidservant- a maidservant to his daughter, Leah. And in the morning, and it was, and behold, it was Leah!

-Bereishit, 29:22-25 

The Moral Conundrums
7. Rav Rumi contrasted the following verses: “Fortunate is one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is concealed” (Psalms 32:1) and “One who conceals his sins will not succeed” (Proverbs 28:13). This is not a contradiction; the latter speaks of a sin that is widely known, the former with a sin that is not widely known.  Rav Zutra the son of Toviah in the name of Rav Nachman said: “the latter refers to a sin between man and man, the former between man and God.”
-Babylonian Talmud, Yoma, 86b
8. Rabbi Ila'i said: If a person is tempted to do evil he should go to a city where he is not known, dress in black clothes, cover his head in black, and do what his heart desires so that G-d's name will not be desecrated.

-Babylonian Talmud, Moed Katan 17a
9. Be aware of three things and you won’t come to sin. Know what is above you: An eye that sees, an ear that hears and all of your actions are recorded.

-Pirkei Avos, 2:1
10. And it is a praiseworthy thing to repent and admit one’s iniquities in public, and publicize the sins you have done to others and say to them, “I sinned against John Doe and did this and this to him, but now I have repented and want to ask for forgiveness. This is only for sins against your fellow, but sins against God you do not need to publicize…

-Rambam (Maimonides) Laws of Repentance, 2:5
11. So too, if you do any sin publicly, you should ask for forgiveness publicly and embarrass yourself publicly
-Ra’avad, ibid.
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