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Berachot 20a — Freedom of Religion

1. Talmud, Berachot 17a

oy 19°oK) ,QTR 5o an PP O VIR OV D1PW 720 IR0 20WR TN 7R ,ART DY 0TR R D97 PART 1D KA
D172 9 9297 RN ,10RY 7a011 A9YARR 20K RTW 070 ,PWw1 103

Abbaye was wont to say: One should always be clever in [developing] reverence; a soft response dispels rage; one

should increase peace with his brothers, relatives and all people, including a non-Jew in the market, to be beloved

above and pleasant below, and he will be accepted by people.

2. Rashi to Berachot 20a
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Karvalta — The name of a garment of status, as in Daniel 3:21.

3. Rabbi Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, HaDarom 61, pg. 46-50
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In earlier times, when each nation wore a unique national costume, if a Jew altered his garb to the nation's garb it
was because he did not want to identify with the Jewish nation, lest people recognize him as a Jew. This is prohibited.
However, today we wear the same garb [as others] because the concept of "national costume" has vanished.
Therefore, a Jew today wears short garb without intending to avoid identifying with Jews. However, a Jew may not be
ashamed of his Jewishness and conceal it; this was the case of the karvalta, a Jew who was ashamed of his
Jewishness. Although in his home he acted like the finest Jew, like a loyal Jew, outside he was ashamed of it.

4. Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak haKohen Kook, Letters of the Ra"ayah Il pg. 186
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Regarding my practice of drawing everyone near, including Jews who sin, in order to bring them to repentance: |

have written a hint at my meaning to his honour, saying that anyone who is capable of involving himself in the inner

secrets of Torah will be filled with the light of the Torah's generosity to a greater extent, and is obligated to involve

himself in mending the collapses and bringing near those who are distant.

5. Rabbi Avraham Yeshayah Karelitz, Chazon Ish, Yoreh Deah 2:16
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At a time of [Divine] invisibility, when faith has been cut off from the poor of the nation, punishment does not mend the

gap, but only increases it, for it appears like a deed of destruction and coercion, Gd-forbid. Since our entire goal is to

repair, the law [of punishment] does not apply when it does not repair. We are obligated to bring them back with

ropes of love, to bring them to the radiant light to the extent we can.

Sanhedrin 76b — Non-Discrimination

6. Talmud Yerushalmi Bava Metzia 2:5
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Shimon ben Shetach engaged in the flax trade. His students said to him, "Our master! Ease your involvement, and we
will purhase a donkey for you, and you will not need to exhaust yourself so much!" They purchased a donkey from an
Arab, and they found a gem hanging from it. They came to Shimon ben Shetach and told him, "With this you will no
longer need to exhaust yourself!" He asked, "Why2" They said to him, "We bought you a donkey from an Arab, and
a gem was hanging from it!" He said, "Did the donkey's owner know?" They said, "No." He said to them, "Return it."
But didn't Rav Huna bar Bibi bar Gozlon cite Rav as saying... "Everyone agrees that his lost item is permitted!"

Do you think Shimon ben Shetach was an ignorant boor2 Shimon ben Shetach wanted to hear him say, "Blessed be
the G-d of the Jews," more than all the profit in the world.

7. Talmud, Gittin 61a
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We support needy non-Jews along with needy Jews, and we visit ill nonJews along with ill Jews, and we bury
deceased non-Jews along with deceased Jews, in pursuit of peaceful paths.

8. Rashi to Sanhedrin 76b
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He has equated and joined non-Jew and Jew, demonstrating that he does not view returning a lost object as a mitzvah
of his Creator. He does it even for a non-Jew, for whom he was not instructed.

9. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Sanhedrin 24:10
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In all matters, the judge's deeds must be for the sake of heaven, and human dignity must not be light in his eyes for it

overrides rabbinic prohibitions. All the more so regarding the dignity of the children of Avraham, Yitzchak and

Yaakov, who embrace the Torah of truth!

Talmud Yerushalmi Shekalim 5:4 — My Money, My Choice

10.  Shulchan Aruch Choshen Mishpat 163:1
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The city's residents compel each other (even the minority compelling the majority) to build a wall, doors and a bolt for

the city, and to build a synagogue, and to acquire a Torah, Prophets and Writings for anyone who wishes to read

them, from communal funds.

11.  Rabbi Yechiel Michel Epstein, Aruch haShulchan Yoreh Deah 249:19
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It is clarified in the Yerushalmi that there were many synagogues; it says they were "strolling among those synagogues

of Lod." Thus there is no proof from there [regarding the relative value of the mitzvah of building a synagogue]; one

could say the sages were displeased due to the proliferation of many synagogues. Further, it sounds as though they

were lavishly decorated, and this was what the sages addressed, not the actual construction of synagogues.

12.  Rabbi Eliezer Pappo, Pele Yoetz 19y
722" MRW N1PDID N2 ININ DY 'WITT WARD WITY .0PRN 2197 F21W0 N XT MEN IR 7OV 7182 9277 PRIYD ROXINWI
DR NOXI 722 AR ,le a9 MWYL Nawn T TRY 7 107921 "7RNMIIRA NPT KW 212 N0 X7 n ,IR22 TM2AR WPY Mwsl
2NV [T 72 WO N0 PR WRAPR7 WR2nw 210 MDA NI MER? XiTw vy
When one spends his money for a mitzvah, he should examine which mitzvah is of greater importance before Gd.
The Yerushalmi is known, regarding those synagogues, "How many lives your ancestors sank here! Were there no
people exhausting themselves in Torah2" And especially one who does not have the means to spend in great ways, he
should see to it that he spends his money for the more important mitzvah, like a good merchant who seeks to clothe his
money in the most profitable merchandise.



