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Reuven, Yehuda and Yosef: What It Takes to Lead a Family
Why do we study biblical personalities?

BETWEEN ANGELS AND MERE MORTALS: Nechama Leibowitz's Approach to the

Study of Biblical Characters by Howard Deitcher

In considering the struggles and hardships that these biblical persons faced, we
ourselves become directly involved in interpreting the issues that they dealt with
(Simon, 1979). We cannot be apathetic observers from the sidelines; we must
become active readers of the biblical text, engaged in an encounter with those same
problems, challenges, and frustrations that they experienced. In the process of
studying the biblical personalities, the reader is invited to explore the
psychological motives that led them to certain actions. Only by investigating and
grasping these motives can one plumb the story's depth of meaning for the

contemporary reader (Sternberg, 1987).

Introduction to Yosef - Primed for Leadership

Bereishit Chapter 37
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1 And Jacob dwelt in the land of his father's sojournings,
in the land of Canaan. 2 These are the generations of
Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding
the flock with his brethren, being still a lad even with
the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his
father's wives; and Joseph brought evil report of them
unto their father. 3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than
all his children, because he was the son of his old age;
and he made him a coat of many colours. 4 And when
his brethren saw that their father loved him more than
all his brethren, they hated him, and could not speak
peaceably unto him.
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Introduction to Reuven - Taking a stand

Bereishit Chapter 37

1 775 MYRIa

19 And they said one to another: 'Behold, this dreamer
cometh. 20 Come now therefore, and let us slay him, and
cast him into one of the pits, and we will say: An evil beast
hath devoured him; and we shall see what will become of
his dreams.' 21 And Reuben heard it, and delivered him out
of their hand; and said: 'Let us not take his life." 22And
Reuben said unto them: 'Shed no blood; cast him into this
pit that is in the wilderness, but lay no hand upon him'--that
he might deliver him out of their hand, to restore him to his
father. 23 And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto
his brethren, that they stripped Joseph of his coat, the coat
of many colours that was on him; 24 and they took him, and
cast him into the pit--and the pit was empty, there was no
water in it.
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Introduction to Yehuda - A brother with influence

Bereishit Chapter 37
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25 And they sat down to eat bread; and they lifted up
their eyes and looked, and, behold, a caravan of
[shmaelites came from Gilead, with their camels bearing
spicery and balm and ladanum, going to carry it down to
Egypt. 26And Judah said unto his brethren: "What profit is
it if we slay our brother and conceal his blood? 27 Come,
and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand
be upon him; for he is our brother, our flesh." And his
brethren hearkened unto him. 28 And there passed by
Midianites, merchantmen; and they drew and lifted up
Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites
for twenty shekels of silver. And they brought Joseph into

Egypt.
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Reuven - A Troubled Oldest

Genesis Chapter 35
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22 And it came to pass, while Israel dwelt in that
land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his
father's concubine; and Israel heard of it.
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And he lay - Since he mixed up his bed, the verse
recounts as if he slept with her. And why did he
move his bed? When Rachel died, Yaakov moved
his bed which was always in her tent and not in
others, and moved it into Bilhah'’s tent. Reuven took
offense for his mother and said “If my mother’s
sister was her co-wife, can her sister’s handmaid be
her co-wife?” so he moved Yaakov’s bed to Leah’s
tent.
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Chapter 37
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29 And Reuben returned unto the pit; and, behold,
Joseph was not in the pit; and he rent his

clothes. 30 And he returned unto his brethren and
said '"The child is not and for me whither shall [ go?'
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And Reuven returned - He was not there for
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the selling, because it was his day to go serve NR WPV 1999 191 YINY, DY 0 RY 1NN
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sackcloth and fasting to atone for moving his
father’s bed.
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Genesis 42:21-22

21 And they said one to another: ‘We are verily guilty
concerning our brother, in that we saw the distress of his
soul, when he besought us, and we would not hear;
therefore is this distress come upon us.” 22 And Reuben
answered them, saying: ‘Spoke I not unto you, saying: Do
not sin against the child; and ye would not hear?
therefore also, behold, his blood is required.’
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Chapter 42
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36 And Jacob their father said unto them: 'Me have ye
bereaved of my children: Joseph is not, and Simeon is
not, and ye will take Benjamin away; upon me are all
these things come.' 37 And Reuben spoke unto his
father, saying: 'Thou shalt slay my two sons, if [ bring
him not to thee; deliver him into my hand, and I will
bring him back to thee.' 38 And he said: 'My son shall not
go down with you; for his brother is dead, and he only is
left; if harm befall him by the way in which ye go, then
will ye bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the
grave.
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Yehuda’s Coming of Age

Genesis Chapter 38
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1 And it came to pass at that time, that Judah went down
from his brethren, and turned in to a certain Adullamite,
whose name was Hirah...

11 Then said Judah to Tamar his daughter-in-law:
'Remain a widow in thy father's house, till Shelah my son
be grown up'; for he said: 'Lest he also die, like his
brethren.' And Tamar went and dwelt in her father's
house...

24 And it came to pass about three months after, that it
was told Judah, saying: 'Tamar thy daughter-in-law hath
played the harlot; and moreover, behold, she is with child
by harlotry." And Judah said: 'Bring her forth, and let her
be burnt.' 25 When she was brought forth, she sent to her
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father-in-law, saying: 'By the man, whose these are, am I
with child'; and she said: 'Discern, [ pray thee, whose are

these, the signet, and the cords, and the staff.' 26 And
Judah acknowledged them, and said: 'She is more

righteous than I; forasmuch as [ gave her not to Shelah my

son.' And he knew her again no more.
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Genesis Chapter 43
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1 And the famine was sore in the land. 2 And it came
to pass, when they had eaten up the corn which they
had brought out of Egypt, that their father said unto
them: 'Go again, buy us a little food.' 3 And Judah
spoke unto him, saying: 'The man did earnestly
forewarn us, saying: Ye shall not see my face, except
your brother be with you. 4 If thou wilt send our
brother with us, we will go down and buy thee
food; 5 but if thou wilt not send him, we will not go
down, for the man said unto us: Ye shall not see my
face, except your brother be with you.'... 8 And Judah
said unto Israel his father: 'Send the lad with me, and
we will arise and go, that we may live, and not die,
both we, and thou, and also our little ones. 9 I will be
surety for him; of my hand shalt thou require him; if [
bring him not unto thee, and set him before thee, then
let me bear the blame for ever. 10 For except we had
lingered, surely we had now returned a second time.'
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Bereishit Chapter 44
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14 And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph's
house, and he was yet there; and they fell before him
on the ground. 15 And Joseph said unto them: 'What
deed is this that ye have done? know ye not that such

aman as [ will indeed divine?' 16 And Judah said: ‘what
shall we say unto my lord? what shall we speak? or how shall we clear ourselves?
God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants; behold, we are my lord's
bondmen, both we, and he also in whose hand the cup is found.' 17 And he said:
'Far be it from me that [ should do so; the man in whose hand the goblet is found,
he shall be my bondman; but as for you, get you up in peace unto your

father.’ {S} 18 Then Judah came near unto him, and said:
'Oh my lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a word
in my lord's ears, and let not thine anger burn against

thy servant; for thou art even as Pharaoh. 19 My lord asked
his servants, saying: Have ye a father, or a brother? 20 And we said unto my lord:
We have a father, an old man, and a child of his old age, a little one; and his
brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother, and his father loveth

him. 21 And thou saidst unto thy servants: Bring him down unto me, that I may
set mine eyes upon him. 22 And we said unto my lord: The lad cannot leave his
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father; for if he should leave his father, his father would die. 23 And thou saidst
unto thy servants: Except your youngest brother come down with you, ye shall
see my face no more. 24 And it came to pass when we came up unto thy servant
my father, we told him the words of my lord. 25 And our father said: Go again,
buy us a little food. 26 And we said: We cannot go down; if our youngest brother
be with us, then will we go down; for we may not see the man's face, except our

youngest brother be withus. 27 And thy servant my father said
unto us: Ye know that my wife bore me two

sons; 28 and the one went out from me, and I said:
Surely he is torn in pieces; and I have not seen him
since; 29 and if ye take this one also from me, and
harm befall him, ye will bring down my gray hairs

with sorrow to the grave. 30 Now therefore when I come to thy
servant my father, and the lad is not with us; seeing that his soul is bound up with
the lad's soul; 31 it will come to pass, when he seeth that the lad is not with us,
that he will die; and thy servants will bring down the gray hairs of thy servant

our father with sorrow to the grave. 32 For thy servant became
surety for the lad unto my father, saying: If | bring him
not unto thee, then shall [ bear the blame to my father
for ever. 33 Now therefore, let thy servant, I pray thee,
abide instead of the lad a bondman to my lord; and let
the lad go up with his brethren. 34 For how shall I go
up to my father, if the lad be not with me? lest I look
upon the evil that shall come on my father.’
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In the end...

Chapter 49
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8 Judah, thee shall thy brethren praise; thy hand shall
be on the neck of thine enemies; thy father's sons
shall bow down before thee. 9 Judah is a lion's whelp;
from the prey, my son, thou art gone up. He stooped
down, he couched as a lion, and as a lioness; who shall
rouse him up? 10 The sceptre shall not depart from
Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, as
long as men come to Shiloh; and unto him shall the
obedience of the peoples be.
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1 Chronicles Chapter 5
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1 And the sons of Reuben the first-born of Israel--for
he was the first-born; but, forasmuch as he defiled his
father's couch, his birthright was given unto the sons
of Joseph the son of Israel, yet not so that he was to be
reckoned in the genealogy as first-born. 2 For Judah
prevailed above his brethren, and of him came he that
is the prince; but the birthright was Joseph's--
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Wait, What About Yosef?

Genesis Chapter 48

nn paa MR

1 And it came to pass after these things, that one said
to Joseph: 'Behold, thy father is sick." And he took with
him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. 2 And one
told Jacob, and said: 'Behold, thy son Joseph cometh
unto thee." And Israel strengthened himself, and sat
upon the bed.3 And Jacob said unto Joseph: 'God
Almighty appeared unto me at Luz in the land of
Canaan, and blessed me, 4 and said unto me: Behold, I
will make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, and I will
make of thee a company of peoples; and will give this
land to thy seed after thee for an everlasting
possession. 5 And now thy two sons, who were born
unto thee in the land of Egypt before I came unto thee
into Egypt, are mine; Ephraim and Manasseh, even as
Reuben and Simeon, shall be mine.
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For Further Reading:
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Tamar and Yosef - Rav Yoni Grossman
http: //www.vbm-torah.org/parsha.58 /09vayesh.htm

Reuven vs Yehuda - Rabbanit Sharon Rimon

http://www.vbm-torah.org/archive/parsha67/10-67miketz.htm

Yehuda'’s Leadership - Rabbanit Sharon Rimon

http://www.vbm-torah.org/archive/parsha67/11-67vayigash.htm# ftnl

Next time - Heroines of the Exodus

And make sure to check out the blog at www.torahintexas.wordpress.com
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