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The Jewish Concept of G-d

What word best describes Judaism?

I shall take you to me for a people and I shall be a God to you…


-Exodus 6:7
What is the Jewish Concept of God?

1. I believe with perfect faith that G-d is the Creator and Ruler of all things. He alone has made, does make, and will make all things. 

2. I believe with perfect faith that G-d is One. There is no unity that is in any way like His. He alone is our G-d He was, He is, and He will be. 

3. I believe with perfect faith that G-d does not have a body. Physical concepts do not apply to Him. There is nothing whatsoever that resembles Him at all. 

4. I believe with perfect faith that G-d is first and last. 

5. I believe with perfect faith that it is only proper to pray to G-d. One may not pray to anyone or anything else. 




-Maimonides, 13 principles of faith

Free Will

6.I have placed life and death before you, blessing and curse: and you shall choose life, so that you will live, you and your offspring.





-Deuteronomy 30:19

7.  The angel that is appointed over childbirth comes before G-d before conception and asks, “What will the nature of this child be? Strong or weak? Intelligent or not? Rich or poor?” But the angel doesn’t ask if the child will be righteous or wicked, because everything is in the hands of heaven, except for fear of heaven.





-Babylonian Talmud, Niddah 16b
8.  Someone who is naturally hot-blooded will cause blood to be spilt. Rav Ashi said: He’ll either be a murderer, a doctor, a shochet or a mohel.





-Babylonian Talmud, Shabbat 156a

9.  [Jesse] was sent and brought [David] to [Samuel]. He was a redhead, with fair eyes and a pleasent appearance. G-d then said, “Arise and annoint him, for this is he!”





-Samuel I, 16:12

10. When Samuel saw that David was a redhead he was scared, thinking, “He’s going to kill, just like Esau!” G-d responded, “He also has fair eyes- Esau killed whenever he felt like it, but David will only kill when instructed to by the Rabbinic court.





-Midrash, ibid.

11.  Every mitzvah causes another mitzvah, and every sin causes another sin.



-Ethics of the Fathers, 4:2
12.  If a person does a sin, and then repeats it, he views it as permitted from then on.





-Babylonian Talmud, Yoma 86b

13.  You shall clearly understand that if on Rosh Hashanah a man is decreed to die the following year, the thieves that kill him are not guiltless since they fulfilled G-d’s decree. 





-Nachmanides, Genesis 15:14

14. The Yetzer Harah

·  The greater the person, the bigger the Yetzer Harah.

· Rabbi Yonatan said, “The Yetzer Harah tries to trip up a person during their lifetime, but acts as a proponent for them in the World to Come.

· The Yetzer Harah grabs hold of an individual every day. Some say it tries to kill a person every day.
· The Yetzer Harah changes itself every day





-Babylonian Talmud, Sukkah 52b

15. “G-d saw all that He had done and saw that it was very good.” This refers to both the Yetzer HaTov    and Yetzer Harah. But can the Yetzer Harah be “very good”? If it wasn’t for the Yetzer Harah people would never build a house, marry or start a business.





-Midrash in Parshat Bereishit
