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18:1-2 A Gathering at Shiloh

1. Talmud, Zevachim 118b
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The days of the ohe/ moed in the wilderness were forty years, minus one. The days of the ohe/ moed in Gilgal were

fourteen — seven of conquest, and seven of distribution. The days of the ohe/ moed in Nov and Givon were 57. 370

minus one remain for Shiloh.

2. Talmud, Zevachim 118a
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Rabbi Chiya bar Abba cited Rabbi Yochanan:

o Shemuel | 1:24 says, “And [Chanah] brought him to the house of Gd in Shiloh,”

o Tehillim 78:60 says, “And He abandoned the mishkan in Shiloh, the tent He had established as a home among

Man,”

o Tehillim 78:67 says, “And He rejected the tent of Joseph, and the tribe of Ephraim He did not choose.”

How can this be?

There was no roof, only stones below and curtains above. This was what Devarim 12:9 called “the resting place”.

3. Mishnah Zevachim 14:4-8 (112b)
TRORI DOWIR CWTR .0°1792 ATV MR 1N0KRI WA ORIIWNY ,N1N1922 AT ,MINNM NN 1T 1PWHn OpI RO TV
i l7alhisialviomRabirlabiva p) ItaRikiri i taRakhiol)
.01 902 29p DOWTPY ,2°YOPA 1 02199 PPRORI 2OWTR CWIR ,NINAT 1IN, PA9A0 1R2
WP WP L"Iman" anon RO ,19UA% MY JUnPn 7292 0°12R NP2 ROR 7PN QW P RDY LN 1I0KRI LI9°WD N2
IR 992 01w WY 209 2OWIRY ,20VYR0 T 02197 1PRON]
DRIW° W 992 0P DOWTR ,0°YYRT 11 00197 PYIRI DOWTR WTR ,NINAT 1IN, IWAN 217 X2
W WYM 20 DOWTR ,DOY9R 1M 0°197 TRORI WIR W Lem" anon KO, 102 700 K91 1125 110K ,005w00 K2
hiaaistaliaNakhiol)
Until the mishkan was established, private altars were permitted, and service was by the firstborn. When the mishkan
was established, private altars were prohibited and the service was by the kohanim. High-level offerings were
consumed within the walls, and low-level offerings throughout the camp of Israel.
When they arrived in Gilgal, private altars were permitted, high-level offerings were consumed within the walls, and
low-level offerings everywhere.
When they arrived in Shiloh, private altars were prohibited. There was no roof, but only a house of stone below and
curtains above them. This is what Devarim 12:9 called “the resting place”. High-level offerings were consumed within
the walls, and low-level offerings and the secondary tithe within sight of the spot.
When they arrived in Nov and Givon, private altars were permitted, high-level offerings were consumed within the
walls, and low-level offerings in all Israeli cities.
When they arrived in Jerusalem, private altars were prohibited and never again permitted, and this is what Devarim
12:9 called “the portion”. High-level offerings were consumed within the walls, and low-level offerings and the
secondary tithe within the walls [of Jerusalem].



4. Metzudat David to 18:3
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| know your thoughts: you don’t send agents to record the boundaries of the land and to divide it because you think

that should each one know his portion, each would separate from his brother, and no one would fight on behalf of his

brother’s portion.

18:3-7 Yehoshua's orders: Map it, and we'll cast lots

5. Malbim to 18:4
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“One who casts” does not aim for a known point; wherever it falls, there it is. “One who shoots” aims for a known

point, like one who shoots arrows, always firing at the target... In truth, Yehoshua knew by tradition the portion of

each tribe and where and how its boundary would fall, for Yaakov and Moshe blessed each tribe according to its

land in their blessings...

o

How did the lottery work, if tribes received according to their size? (as discussed in Chapter 14)
Rashi (Bamidbar 26:54; here) — Create large and small portions

Equal portions
e Ramban (Bereishit 48:6) — Families then received within the portion, according to their size
e Radak (Yehoshua 17:14) — Compensation was paid
e Ralbag (here) - Borders were adjusted

Abarbanel (pg. 68), Raavad (in Malbim 14:1) — The lottery only assigned regions

18:8-10 Mission Accomplished

7. Malbim to 18:8
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Yehoshua informed the Children of Israel that the specifics of their activities were appointed by Gd, and the verdict of

the lottery and portions woould be from Gd. Still, he instructed the agents who were going to travel as people who

would go and do and divide it up at their choosing.

8. Metzudat David to 18:9
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According to the size of the cities — a large city opposite two small cities.

18:11-28 Borders and Cities of Binyamin
9. Devarim 33:12
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To Benjamin he said: The beloved of Gd will dwell securely upon Gd. Gd will hover above him all day, and between
his shoulders Gd will dwell.

10. Talmud, Zevachim 54b
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[Shemuel and King David] said: It is written, "And you shall rise and ascend to that place," teaching that the Temple is
the highest place in Israel, and Israel is the highest of the lands. But they did not know where it was, and so they
brought the book of Yehoshua. Regarding all places it said, "And it descended," "And the border ascended," "And
the border turned," but in the tribe of Binyamin it only said "And it ascended," and not "And it descended." They
said: We see here that this is its place.

They thought to build it in Ein ltem, which is higher, but then they said, "Let's descend a bit," as Devarim 33:12 says,
"And between his shoulders it dwells." Alternatively, they had a tradition that the Sanhedrin would be in Yehudah's
portion and the Shechinah would be in Binyamin's portion, and if they had used the highest place then the two would
have been too far apart [at that point along their border]. Better to descend a bit, as it is written, "And between his
shoulders it dwells."

11.Thean>  Yehoshua 18:12, 13, 16, 18, 19

12.Talmud, Zevachim 118b
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When Rav Dimi came, he cited Rebbe: In three places the Shechinah was manifest upo Israel — Shiloh, Nov and

Givon, and the Beit haMikdash. In all of them it resided only in Binyamin’s portion, as it is written, “hover above him

all day” - all of the hoverings will be only in the portion of Binyamin.

13. Metzudat David to 18:15
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Yamah - To the sea, but not to the Mediterranean Sea which is in the west. This sea is in the north of Yehudah, even
though it was not mentioned above.

14.The problem of Yerushalayim 15:63 vs. 18:28

15. Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews V 1:22

As to the Benjamites, their lot fell so, that its length reached from the river Jordan to the sea, but in breadth it was
bounded by Jerusalem and Bethel; and this lot was the narrowest of all, by reason of the goodness of the land, for it
included Jericho and the city of Jerusalem.

16. Why Binyamin?



