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aakov and Esav (3): The Midrashic Perspective
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R. Shimon b. Yohai (student of R. Akiva) maintains that even though Esav hates Yaakov, his
compassion overcame him at the moment of reunion and the kiss was wholehearted

2 Vo (123) oLan vITH (2
2R Y PTM N0 DR 130N H0IV 797 APYHY RNY 1WY DR [INRIY DN NIRRT 1273 2R TR
137203 IR IR 790 AN [0AM] @) IR 1205 ,0NY TPYY NN DRYN IIRWYI DYMIYY 01173

David’s plaint about many enemies is contrasted with the hatred felt by Esav
towards Yaakov, which was understandable and justified (!)
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R. Yehudah reports that his teacher (R. Akiva) interpreted the famous verse as Yaakov screaming
(with his voice) due to what the hands of Esav did to him. R. Yohanan applies the verse to the
massacre at Betar
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17 I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not nigh; there shall step forth a star out of Jacob, and

a scepter shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite through the corners of Moab, and break down all

the sons of Seth. 18 And Edom shall be a possession, Seir also, even his enemies, shall be a

possession; while Israel doeth valiantly. 19 And out of Jacob shall one have dominion, and shall
destroy the remnant from the city.
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R. Akiva (teacher of R. Shimon b. Yohai, R. Yehuda and R. Meir, among others) applied the verse
“There shall step forth a start out of Jacob” to Bar Kosba and identified him as Mashiach. R.
Yohanan b. Torta, among many others, ridiculed R. Akiva’s assessment.
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6 The sword of the LORD is filled with blood, it is made fat with fatness, with the blood of lambs
and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams; for the LORD hath a sacrifice in Bozrah, and a great
slaughter in the land of Edom. 7 And the wild-oxen shall come down with them, and the bullocks
with the bulls; and their land shall be drunken with blood, and their dust made fat with fatness.
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R. Meir read “R’eimim” as “Romi’im” (Romans) in the verse referring to Edom
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The burden of Dumah. One calleth unto me out of Seir:
‘Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what of the night?'
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R. Meir’s text of Isaiah read, instead of Masa Duma, Masa Romi
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This Midrash highlights Esav’s consistent association with violence and
bloodshed - and connects it, via the verse in Amos, with later violence
committed against the Jewish people at the time of the destruction (1% or 2n?...)
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The entire “wrestling match” was a hint to future interaction with Esav-Edom-Rome and alludes to
the “generation of persecution” (Hadrian) and worse suffered since then under Rome
(Christendom)
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When our Teacher (R. Yehuda haNasi?) had to travel to the Government, he would look at this
text and would not take Romans with him. On one occasion he did not look at it, and took
Romans with him, and before he reached Acco he had already sold his coat.
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