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 Yonah and the Sailors י היםיונה ומלח פרק א: ספר יונה
יח אלול –לע"נ אחי יונתן הלל בן הרב אשר אהרן ז"ל   

   א יונה )1

יְהִי֙  )א( בַר־ה֔  וַֽ ֖  היוֹנָ֥ אֶל־' דְּ ר יבֶן־אֲמִתַּ ינְוֵ֛  ךְ לֵ֧  וּםק֠  )ב( :לֵאמֹֽ דוֹלָ֖  ירהָעִ֥  האֶל־נִֽ ֥  יהָ עָלֶ֑  אוּקְרָ֣  ההַגְּ י־עָלְתָ ֽ ֖  הכִּ י םרָעָתָ ֤  )ג( :לְפָנָֽ  קָםוַיָּ

רְשִׁ֔  חַ לִבְרֹ֣  יוֹנָה֙  התַּ פְנֵ֖  ישָׁ מְצָ֥  וֹ יָפ֜  רֶדוַיֵּ֨ ' ה֑  ימִלִּ ֣  אוַיִּ אָ֣  ה׀אֳנִיָּ תֵּ֨  ישׁ תַרְשִׁ֗  הבָּ כָרָ֜  ןוַיִּ ֤  הּ שְׂ הּ֙  רֶדוַיֵּ הֶם֙  וֹאלָב֤  בָּ רְשִׁ֔  עִמָּ התַּ פְנֵ֖  ישָׁ  ימִלִּ

ה֗  )ד( ':הֽ  ֽ דוֹלָה֙  ילהֵטִ֤ ' וַ ד֖  יוַיְהִ֥  םאֶל־הַיָּ֔  רֽוּחַ־גְּ עַר־גָּ ֑  וֹלסַֽ יָּ בָ֖  האֳנִיָּ֔ וְהָ֣  םבַּ ְ ר החִשּׁ בֵֽ ָ ירְא֣  )ה( :לְהִשּׁ ֽ חִ֗  וּ וַיִּ לָּ זְעֲקוּ֘ וַֽ  יםהַמַּ ישׁ  יִּ אֶל־ אִ֣

לִ֜  לוּ וַיָּטִ֨  אֱלהָֹיו֒  ֤ יםאֶת־הַכֵּ אֳנִיָּה֙  ראֲשֶׁ ֽ עֲלֵיהֶ֑  ללְהָקֵ֖  םאֶל־הַיָּ֔  בָּ ה םמֵֽ תֵ֣ יָרַד֙  וְיוֹנָ֗ פִינָ֔  יאֶל־יַרְכְּ ֖  ההַסְּ כַּ שְׁ ם בוַיִּ קְרַ֤  )ו( :וַיֵּרָדַֽ  בוַיִּ

ךָ֣  וֹ ל֖  אמֶרוַיֹּ֥  להַחֹבֵ֔  ברַ֣  אֵלָיו֙  ֑  מַה־לְּ ֵ֧  יאוּלַ֞  יךָ אֶל־אֱלהֶֹ֔  אקְרָ֣  וּםק֚  םנִרְדָּ ד אוְלֹ֥  נוּ לָ֖  יםהָאֱלהִֹ֛  תיִתְעַשּׁ  ישׁ אִ֣  וּ וַיאֹּמְר֞  )ז( :נֹאבֵֽ

֣  לְכוּ֙  הוּ אֶל־רֵעֵ֗  מִ֛  הדְעָ֔ וְנֵ֣  וֹתגֽוֹרָל֔  ילָהוְנַפִּ לְּ שֶׁ וֹרָל֔  לוּ֙ וַיַּפִּ֙  נוּ לָ֑  אתהַזֹּ֖  ההָרָעָ֥  יבְּ פֹּ֥  וֹתגּֽ העַל־ להַגּוֹרָ֖  לוַיִּ  יואֵלָ֔  וּ וַיֹּאמְר֣  )ח( :יוֹנָֽ

 ֣ ידָה־נָּ ֛ נוּ לָ֔  אהַגִּ אֲשֶׁ ךָ֙  נוּ לָ֑  אתהַזֹּ֖  הלְמִי־הָרָעָ֥  רבַּ לַאכְתְּ ב֔  יִןוּמֵאַ֣  מַה־מְּ ֥  ךָ אַרְצֶ֔  המָ֣  וֹאתָּ י־מִזֶּ ה םעַ֖  הוְאֵֽ תָּ  םאֲלֵיהֶ֖  אמֶרוַיֹּ֥  )ט( :אָֽ

מַ֙  יאֱלהֵֹ֤ ' וְאֶת־ה֞  כִיאָנֹ֑  יעִבְרִ֣  ָ ֥  איָרֵ֔  יאֲנִ֣  יִם֙ הַשּׁ ר־עָשָׂ ֖  האֲשֶׁ הֽ םאֶת־הַיָּ שָׁ ירְא֤  )י( :וְאֶת־הַיַּבָּ ֽ ים֙  וּ וַיִּ אֲנָשִׁ  וּ וַיאֹּמְר֥  הגְדוֹלָ֔  היִרְאָ֣  הָֽ

֑  אתמַה־זֹּ֣  יואֵלָ֖  י־יָדְע֣  יתָ עָשִׂ ֽ פְנֵ֤  יםהָאֲנָשִׁ֗  וּ כִּ י־מִלִּ ֽ ֥  חַ בֹרֵ֔  וּאה֣ ' ה֙  יכִּ ֖  יכִּ ם ידהִגִּ ֣  אֵלָיו֙  וּ וַיאֹּמְר֤  )יא( :לָהֶֽ המַה־נַּ תֹּ֥  ךְ לָּ֔  עֲשֶׂ ֖  קוְיִשְׁ  םהַיָּ

עָלֵ֑  ֥  ינוּ מֵֽ ֖  יכִּ ר ךְ הוֹלֵ֥  םהַיָּ א֙  םאֲלֵיהֶ֗  אמֶרוַיֹּ֣  )יב( :וְסעֵֹֽ תֹּ֥  םאֶל־הַיָּ֔  נִיוַהֲטִילֻ֣  וּנִי֙ שָׂ ֖  קוְיִשְׁ עֲלֵיכֶ֑  םהַיָּ לִּ֔  יכִּ֣  נִיאָ֔  עַ יוֹדֵ֣  יכִּ֚  םמֵֽ ֧  יבְשֶׁ  עַרהַסַּ

ד֛  ֖  וֹלהַגָּ ֶּ ם ההַז ר֣  )יג(    :עֲלֵיכֶֽ ֛  יםהָאֲנָשִׁ֗  וּ וַיַּחְתְּ ֖  יבלְהָשִׁ שָׁ בָּ ם רוְסעֵֹ֖  ךְ הוֹלֵ֥  םהַיָּ֔  יכִּ֣  לוּ יָכֹ֑  אוְלֹ֣  האֶל־הַיַּ קְרְא֨וּ  )יד( :עֲלֵיהֶֽ ' אֶל־ה֜  וַיִּ

ה וַיאֹּמְר֗וּ  ֤ א' ה֙  אָנָּ ה אַל־נָ֣ פֶשׁ֙  נֹאבְדָ֗ נֶ֙ ישׁ  בְּ ה הָאִ֣ תּןֵ֥ הַזֶּ֔ ינוּ  וְאַל־תִּ ם עָלֵ֖ ֣ יא דָּ י־ נָקִ֑ ֽ ר֥' ה֔  אַתּהָ֣ כִּ אֲשֶׁ צְתָּ  כַּ יֽתָ  חָפַ֖ אוּ֙  )טו( :עָשִׂ שְׂ  וַיִּ

האֶת־ ֑  הוּ וַיְטִלֻ֖  יוֹנָ֔ ֖  דוַיַּעֲמֹ֥  םאֶל־הַיָּ וֹ  םהַיָּ ירְא֧  )טז( :מִזַּעְפּֽ ֽ ֛ וּ וַיִּ חוּ־זֶ֙ ' אֶת־ה֑  הגְדוֹלָ֖  היִרְאָ֥  יםהָאֲנָשִׁ זְבְּ ֽ ה֔  בַח֙ וַיִּ ר֖ ' לַֽ דְּ יִּ ֽ ים וּ וַ   :נְדָרִֽ

a) Why is יונה described as “going down”? What does he want? 

b) Why are the sailors so “frum”? Why are they presented in such a positive light, even though they are pagans?  

c) What is the function of the רב החובל (captain) within the plot?  

d) Note the inherent contradiction in vv. 9-10 – how can we resolve it?  

e) What are we to make of the sailors’ prayer before they case יונה into the sea?  

 

1 Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying: 2 'Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and 

proclaim against it; for their wickedness is come up before Me.' 3 But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the 

presence of the LORD; and he went down to Joppa, and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid the fare thereof, 

and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish, from the presence of the LORD. 4 But the LORD hurled a 

great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken. 5 And the 

mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his god; and they cast forth the wares that were in the ship into the 

sea, to lighten it unto them. But Jonah was gone down into the innermost parts of the ship; and he lay, and was fast 

asleep. 6 So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him: 'What meanest thou that thou sleepest? arise, call upon 

thy God, if so be that God will think upon us, that we perish not.' 7 And they said everyone to his fellow: 'Come, and 

let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us.' So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon 

Jonah. 8 Then said they unto him: 'Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us: what is thine 

occupation? and whence comest thou? what is thy country? and of what people art thou?' 9 And he said unto them: 'I 

am an Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, who hath made the sea and the dry land.' 10 Then were the 

men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him: 'What is this that thou hast done?' For the men knew that he fled from the 

presence of the LORD, because he had told them. 11 Then said they unto him: 'What shall we do unto thee, that the 

sea may be calm unto us?' for the sea grew more and more tempestuous. 12 And he said unto them: 'Take me up, and 

cast me forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto you; for I know that for my sake this great tempest is upon 

you.' 13 Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the land; but they could not; for the sea grew more and more 

tempestuous against them. 14 Wherefore they cried unto the LORD, and said: 'We beseech Thee, O LORD, we 

beseech Thee, let us not perish for this man's life, and lay not upon us innocent blood; for Thou, O LORD, hast done 

as it pleased Thee.' 15 So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea; and the sea ceased from its 

raging. 16 Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly; and they offered a sacrifice unto the LORD, and made vows. 


