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Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf...: "It is true we Germans are 7.
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barbarians; that is an honored title to us. I free humanity from
the shackles of the soul; from the degrading suffering caused
by the false vision called conscience and ethics. The Jews
have inflicted two wounds on mankind: circumcision on its
body and conscience on its soul. They are Jewish inventions.
The war for the domination of the world is waged only
between these two camps alone, the Germans and the Jews.
Everything else is but deception
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Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein z”1, ["Torah and General Culture: Confluence
and Conflict,” in "Judaism’s Encounter with Other Cultures” p. 288]- One
reflected in dismay and disbelief that a listener [at the funerals of R.
Aharon Kotler and R. Moshe Feinstein zz. 1] who had had no previous
knowledge of either would have come away from both funerals with
the impression that there was relatively little difference between the
gedolim. He could think of both under the rubric of several abstractions
and genuinely mourn their loss. But he would have very little idea of
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who, specifically, they had been. He would surely have no inkling of
their being, respectively, a perpetual dynamo, almost a firebrand, and a
remarkable blend of boldness and meekness; of their approaching both
the study and the implementation of Torah in very different ways. It is
astounding that talmidei hakhamim who were habituated to noting the
finest distinctions in a halakhic sugya could so utterly fail to delineate
and define persons they had known and admired;
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http:/s7www.chabad.org/librarysarticle cdorsaid/2899432/jewish/The-Believers-Outcry.htm

.. the Rebbe took pains to point out that this does not mean that we are
required to justify all that G d does. ....In a religious context, this may
seem counterintuitive. If everlythin G d does is for the good, isn’t it our
obligation... to find and explain tﬁe meaning behind every natural and
unnatural disaster that occurs? The answer from the Rebbe is
a most definite "No.”
*After the 1956 massacre in Kfar Chabad, the Rebbe wrote a letter to the
award-winning Israeli writer Eliezer Steinman...refers to the story.... of
Aaron’s sons, Nadav and Avihy, ....Subsequently, Moses comforted his
brother Aaron, saying, "Of this did G d speak when He said, ‘I will be
sanctified through those who are nearest Me.”” Aaron responded to this
statement with silence. The Talmud explains that Moses’ cryptic words
were meant to convey the idea that when G d imposes strict judgment
upon the righteous, He is feared and honored....Some have wanted to

explain the horrible tragedy in Kfar Chabad as an example of "I will - -

be sanctified through those who are nearest Me . . .” That explanation,
however, is useless. For in that story, too, the explanation is cryptic and
incomprehensible; all we learn from there is that such Divine behavior
exists, ... but not an explanation of them. Therefore, the situation calls
for ”And Aaron was silent.”
» At a public gathering in 1974, after a terrible car accident claimed the
lives of five beloved residents of Kfar Chabad....the Rebbe said, "My
father-in-law once said to someone who was trying to make sense of
the Holocaust, ‘It’s not our business to excuse G d....It goes without
saying that the words spoken do not in any way contradict faith; on the
contrary, the complaint itself demonstrates the conviction that there is
Someone to complain to, that Someone is responsible for what happens
in our world, and that He listens and cares. And for those who wonder
how it is possible to express oneself in such a way (“it’s not our business
to excuse G d7), this type of talk is rooted in the Talmud:5 "Moses
came and prayed, ‘The great, powerful and awesome G d.’6 Jeremiah
came and said, ‘Strangers are croaking in His sanctuary!7 Where [are
the displays of] His awesomeness?’ and did not mention ‘awesome’ [in
his prayer]. Daniel came and said, ‘Strangers are enslaving his children
[the Jewish nation, during the seventy-year duration of the Babylonian
exileg]. Where is His power?’ and did not say ‘powerful’. [Then] came
[the Men of the Great Assembly] and said, ‘On the contrary! This is
His magnificent display of strength, for He restrains His will all these
years that His people are subjugated, in that He shows a long-suffering
countenance to the evil by not punishing them despite the numerous
oppressions they decree against His people. And these are indeed
the great displays of his awesomeness, because if not for the awe of
the nations for the Holy One, Blessed is He, how could one solitary
nation survive among the seventy nations of the world?’9 The Men of
the Great Assembly therefore reinstated mention of these attributes in
their prayer.” The Talmud asks: "Now, the rabbis that is, Jeremiah and
Daniel, each of whom omitted one of the attributes stated by Moses in
his prayer how did they act thus, and abolish the institution that Moses
instituted?” And the Talmud answers: "Rabbi Elazar said: ‘Because they
knew about the Holy One, Blessed is He, that He is truthful and despises
falsehood, they therefore would not speak falsehood to Him.”” ~And
the same is true in our instance, that when we see an occurrence that is
utterly incomprehensible, we must say the truth, that the matter is utterly
incomprehensible . . . and therefore we cry out!
*David Rivlin, who was the Israeli consul general in New York in the
early seventies, once shared the content of a visit he had with the Rebbe
ten years before, together with Moshe Sharett...., The Rebbe said that
after the Holocaust there were certain religious leaders who requested
that his father-in-law, the sixth Lubavitcher rebbe, join them in coming
out with a harsh proclamation against those who voiced doubts in G d
following the Holocaust. The Sixth Rebbe was vehemently opposed,
"because there is a place, especially for the complete believer, to express
his lack of understanding, and he has full permission to challenge G d
and ask, ‘How could You do this?’” It is this trait of crying out upon
encountering human suffering, and the refusal to come to terms with or
try to make sense of evil, that distinguishes Judaism’s greatest leaders,
dating back to our patriarch Abraham. In his heart-wrenching plea for
G d to save the depraved city of Sodom, Abraham challenges G d, "Will
the Judge of all the earth not do justice?”12
..Certainly, this 'créing out to G d with the deepest sincerity” is how the
Rebbe reacted to suffering.
eon the 9th of Adar I 5752 (February 43, 1992) the Rebbe publicly
expressed his anguish at a local tragedy...a resident of Crown

Heights, Pesha Leah Lapine, a young wife and mother of four young

children, was murdered as she returned home from her routine grocery
shopping..... On the last evening of her shivah, the Rebbe addressed
the crowd ... “What has occurred an act of open martyrdom is utterly
incomprehensible! There is no one to whom to turn for an explanation.
All those present, including myself, are equally confounded. "So what
do we gain by questioning? The question will remain . . .”
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