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1. Rambam, Moreh haNevuchim 3:34

TIXW 727RT P2 2" NN o whY L2102 DPOR O°2°X OTR 1AW NI o0 ww D’K'DP’?'I prigtalzirMalplelatyltabnhior B akiakh
01727 0°X12P2 07X °12 P2 70NY

Festivals are all for joy and for gatherings which provide the benefit that people need in their masses, and they also

benefit by causing the love required between people, in national gatherings.

2. Rabbi Yerucham Levovitz, Daat Chochmah uMussar lIl 295
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The issue of bearing the yoke with others is so great, because this is the entire Torah, meaning the joining of souls to

feel each others’ feelings. All of Torah study, all of the learning and all of the deeds, the final goal is that all souls should

be joined, to feel each others’ feelings, to truly be one.

3. Devarim 17:8-9
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4. Yeshayah 2:2-4
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At the end of days the mountain of the House of Gd will be established atop the mountains and more elevated then the
hills, and all of the nations will stream there. Many nations will go and say, "Let us go and ascend to the mountain of
Gd, the house of the Gd of Jacob, and He will teach us His ways and we will walk in His paths," for from Zion shall
depart Torah and the word of Gd from Jerusalem. And he will judge between nations and rebuke many nations, and
they will pound their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; a nation will not raise a sword against
another nation, and no longer will they learn war.

5. Ralbag to Parshat Vayikra
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The primary benefit [of korbanot] is to guide people, when they sin, to return to exalted G-d, and He will wipe away
their sins. In this lies a wondrous benefit, bringing people to human perfection. For there is no righteous person in the
land who has not sinned. If people who have sinned in some way will believe that their sin will be an eternal stain
before exalted G-d, then they will continue to sin, thinking that they are already lost due to their sin, and that abstaining
from sin in the future will not help them. But when they will know that when they return from their wicked path and return
to the paths of exalted G-d then their sins will be wiped away for them, then they will be careful not to sin further, and
they will return to exalted G-d, so that He will have mercy upon them and wipe away the sins they had committed.

6. Mishnah Yoma 7:4 (70q)
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They brought him his own clothes, and he dressed, and they escorted him home. He made a celebration for his friends
when he emerged in peace from the kodesh.



7. Mishnah Avot 5:5
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8. Rabbi Chaim of Volozhin, Nefesh haChaim 2:11
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In truth, the goal of one’s focus must be the needs of G-d. Where there is desecration of His Name, such as when Israel
suffers, “when they say: This is the nation of G-d” and they are struck and oppressed, then they are obligated to ask
and to pour out prayer before G-d for the desecration of His Name, and only for the sake of His Name will He act. And
the individual for his pain, even without desecration of the Name involved, still can ask before G-d due to the great pain
felt above when a person is in pain below. It is as the mishnah (Sanhedrin 6) says: “Rabbi Meir said: When a person
is in pain, what does the Shechinah say? My head is shamed, My arm is shamed!”

9. Talmud, Berachot 8a
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10. Talmud, Rosh HaShanah 31a
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