Psalm 24: A Psalm of Ascendance )
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Introduction
1. Talmud, Pesachim 117a
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“Of David a song” teaches that the Shechinah was manifest on him, and then he sang. “A song of David” teaches that

he sang, and then the Shechinah was manifest on him.

2. Psalm 24

1A song of David:
The earth is G-d's, and everything within;

the settled world, and those who dwell therein.
2For He founded it upon the seas,

and established it upon the rivers.

3Who shall ascend the mountain of G-d2
And who shall stand in His holy place?
40ne of clean hands and a pure heart,

who has neither taken My name in vain nor sworn deceitfully.
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He shall receive a gift from G-,
and tzedakah from the G-d of his salvation.
SThis is the generation of those who seek Him,
those who seek Your face, Jacob, selah.
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ZLift up your heads, O gates, and be lifted up, eternal doors,
and the King of glory will enter.
8Who is the King of glory?
G-d strong and mighty, G-d mighty in battle.
9Lift up your heads, O gates, lift up, eternal doors,
And the King of glory will enter.
10Who is the King of glory?
Gd, Master of hosts; He is the King of glory, selah.
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Layer 1: Entering the Temple
3. Seas and rivers

Genesis 1:10 and 2:10

4. King David cannot build ~ Samuel Il 7-8, Kings | 5, Chronicles | 17, Chronicles | 22, Chronicles | 28

5. Talmud, Sanhedrin 107b
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When Solomon built the Temple, he wished to bring the Ark into the Holy of Holies. The gates stuck together. He recited

24 prayers and was not answered. He said, “Lift up your heads, O gates, and be lifted up, eternal doors, and the King

of glory will enter...” and he was not answered. When he said, “G-d, Master, do not turn back the face of Your anointed

one [remember the kindnesses of David, Your servant]”, he was answered immediately. At that momet, the faces of

David’s enemies became like the bottom of pots, and all Israel knew that G-d had forgiven him for that sin.

6. An antidote for Kings | 8:15-212




Layer 2: Entering the Land of Israel

7. Talmud, Bava Batra 74b
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“For he founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the rivers” — These are the seven seas and four rivers bounding

the Land of Israel. The seven seas are: Tiberias, Sdom, Cheilat, Chilta, Sibchi, Aspamia and the Mediterranean. The four
rivers are: Jordan, Jarmuk, Kiromion and Pigah.

8. Rabbi Abraham Ibn Ezra to Psalms 24:10
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This line is extra, because a third Temple will stand. It did not say “mighty in battle,” because “And they shall pound their

swords into plowshares,” and the land shall be silent from all war. And “HaShem, Master of hosts” because that

generation shall be like malachim of Gd...

Layer 3: Ascendance and Potential
9. Carla Sulzbach, Of Gates in the Ground and Castles in the Air: A Case of Biblical Unreal Estate, Scandinavian
Journal of the Old Testament 26:2 (2012)

10.Rising and Falling Psalms 24 vs. Lamentations 2

Layer 4: Religious Messages
11.Talmud, Rosh HaShanah 31a
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What did they say on the first [day of the week]2 “The earth is G-d's, and everything within”, because He acquired
[created?], assigned, and reigns over His world.

12. Talmud, Niddah 30b
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“For to Me every knee will bend, and every tongue will swear (Isaiah 45:23)" ‘For to Me every knee will bend’ is the day
of death, as in, “Before You will bend all who descend to the dust. (Psalms 22:30)” ‘Every tongue will swear’ is the day
of birth, as in, “One of clean hands and a pure heart, who has neither taken My name in vain nor sworn deceitfully.”
What is the oath they make him swear2 “Be righteous, and do not be wicked, etc.”

Jacob

Layer 1: Temple Genesis 28:10-17
Layer 2: Israel Israel and Se'ir
Layer 3: Ascendance Genesis 25:22-26

Layer 4: Righteousness Michah 7:20



