Tears of Temerity?
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! The entire assembly raised up and issued its voice; the people wept that night. 2 All the
aron, and the entire assembly said (o
we had died in this Wilderness! > Why
Our wives and young children wifl be

Children of Israel murmured against Moses and A
them, “If only we had died in the land of Egypt, or if only
is HASHEM bringing us to this Land to die by the sword?
taken captive! Is it not better for us o return to Egupt?"

* S0 they said to one another, “Let us
® Moses and Aaron fell on the

appoint a leader and let us return to Egupt!”
ir faces before the entire congregation of the assembly of

2 Atsedisba Chmas),

The tragedy of their delusion had far-reaching conse-
quences, for when the people wept that night, God declared,
,r_ “They Indulged In weaping withaut a cause; | will establish
[this night] for them [as a time of] weeping thraughout the
generations.” That night was Tishah BAv [the Ninth of Av],
the date when both Ternples were destroyed and mary other

tragedies took place thraughout Jewish history (Rashi to
Psalms 106:27).
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8 134/ TOUCHED BY THE PARASHAH R Sero
THE MIDRASH TELLS US, “EIN LECHA CHAVIV LIFNEI
HaRadosh Baruch Hu ke'shaliach she'mishtalei’ach laasos
mitzvah ve'nosein nafsho kedei she'yatzliach be'shlichiso — There is
nothing as dear to the Al-mighty as a messenger who is sent out to
perform a mitzvah and gives his all to be successful in his mission "
As Rav Tzvi Meir Silverberg explains, the meraglim failed in
this 'regard. as we see in Parashas Sheluch. They were entrusted
wigh one of the most important missions in the history of the
Jewish people, and they failed to appreciate its importance, Their
falsified and slanderous report abaut Eretz Yisrael caused the Jew-
ish people to cry. The Al-mighty then told the Jews, “Atem bechisem
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bechiah shei chinam, Ani kove’a lachem bechiah ledoros — You cried
for nothing, so I will set up for you a cry for generations” (Taanis
29a). That happened on the night of Tishah B'Av. After the report
of the meragiim, we cried that we didn't want anything to do with
Eretz Yisrael, now we cry because dur deepest connection to
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Hashem in Eretz Yisrael. the Beis HalMikdash, is gone. How tragic!

Rav Tzvi Meir does on to explain that the meragiin forgot that
they were not merely the messengers of the moment, but that they
were representing the future of the entire Jewish people. And had
they fulfilled their mission properly, Moshe Rabbeinu would have
entered Eretz Yisrael, and the worid would have had a complete
tikkun {correction).

The Torah is not merely telling us stories. Rather, the narra-

tive of the meraglim is a lesson for each and every Jew, We are gl

(

‘)igg to each person’s individual abilities and potential. We are all
* shluchei mitzvan of the Al-mighty.

s Yo anRan
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What was the nature ol the severe misconduct which brought

death in the desert to that peneration? It was the people’s un-
'irjusliﬁed. desperate sense of helplessness induced by the depressing

report of the spies. ¥ wIT 350 NIY QN NANPL TOR PIRT K DXL
a1 7N “We came to the land to which you sent us; it also flows
of milk and honey, and this is its fruit —” But then the spies con-
tinue: YIND 3T pYOY DU MR PANT TR AN M FINI 3T O TV 73 06X
nHD KT PIN 7D YA IR MBYY ou XY N 28 “but the people which
inhabits the land, it is too strong — Amalek dwells in the land of
the South, etc. — it just won't work, we cannot move against this
nation for it is too strong for us™. The result: Xin nva v¥a 1311
“the people wept in this night” — 2°1 383 v % comment the Sages
(Taanith 20a), this was the night of the 9th of Av which was to
witness Israel’s most tragic periods. — On°>3 BAR 12PN b2 0K
AR o791 @nv yaig W oan bw a1 “God said: you wept without a
reason — I shall cause you to weep in the distant future”.
The same transgression — this is the gist of the Sages’ wisdom
@Lhich prevented our ancestors from moving into the Promised
Land caused them many centuries later to leave this land; it is the
same transgression which still keeps us from truly entering the
Promised Land, )
b3 bw o33 oin Sw o3 pntsa onk This is the transgression
which always proved to be our fortune's pitfail. Unspeakable
Galuth-suffering came over us, not because we took too much

wentrusted with a migsion, one which is uniquely designed accord- i
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2 371 225 Mo Do TEYR 0 IR NTIY RS Yk nah “For you did
not serve your God with joyfulness and with a happy heart, in the
abundance of it all”. This is the Divine prophetic judgment which
traces the cause of historic tragedy to the tears of hopelessness
and weakness which promote un-Jewish anxiety while undermin-
ing Jewish joyfulness and destroying fewish self-respect. Qne wot-
tIy alone should fill our hearts at all times: 1 112 P &x *“May God

pleasure and wept too few tears when good fortune was our lot,

but because we curtailed our enjoyment and cried too many tears;

ause we had too li fid in o wn_destiny and

\ﬁdecmed ourselves powerless against the giants among the nations;

d because we failed to recognize th e sources of gur power

angd strength. It is these same circumstances which cause the con-
tinuation of our Galuth-suffering.

>k[akc pleasure in us”. The certainty of possessing God’s proximity,

God’s protection, should fill our hearts with the vigor of
joyfulness and with the pride of self-respect.

Let us ask ourselves: have the long centuries of suffering final-

ly taught us to rise to this'plateau of joyfulness and pride? Do we




I

not shed more often tears of failure and weakness instead of being
inspired by the Divine nearness to attain inner strength and never-
ending joyfulness?

period of exclusive and thorough 27N0 M2?. Vo not many parents
worry gver the loss of “valuable” time such intensive Torah study
entails for the “making of a career’? Do not many parents moan
and cry when the time comes for their children to marry as Jews
and the parents lack the moral fiber to prevent the “'brilliant Shid-
duch™ because the Jewish eye beholds glory in theif children’s
homes only when they harbor and promote the precious values of
Jewish living? — This un-Jewish sigh, this un-Jewish tear which
bemoans only one’s own weakness — they serve as an excuse,
.even as justification for accepting indiscriminately the J@3.stamp x
of any outfit while on vacation or during business trips. Tears are
<_b_ei_rlg shed where the courape and pride are lacking which areq]
ngeded to promote and fight for the Jewish way of life in the midst
of a non-Jewish society. Those who shed these tears fail to realize
that this oan 7¢ o932 constitutes a veritable treason against the
precious values with which God enriches and blesses our ex-
Astence.
on Yw 02 oneos Bnk This tear of utter weakness which has
always been the source of Israel's misfortune — Jeremiah
characterized it and its tragic consequences when he mourns the
causes of our Galuth with the words, /712y 2701 *¥p e a0
*Judah went into exile from poverty and because of too much ser-
vitude”. — 7wn “from poverty” mp Town Yvarw Y explain the
Sages, be msetves consumed the tenth which was set

aside for the poor.

into the Galuth gui of “poverty and too much servitude”. This, .
then, must refer to a poverty in the midst of abundance, and a ser-
vitude which constituted a tragic ite the glit-
ter and the glory,

\ For Israel was to serve — but the service became servitude. It
as to serve, throughout its existence, an unending Divine service,
but it was to serve Ged exclusively, only God, dependent only on
God, finding its strength and protection, its weaith and happiness -
solely in its faithful devotion to God. With Israel’s jubilating vow
- of yowd oM, it was to renounce any dependence on material sup-
port and was to look to. God as the source of its courage and faith
to_let itself be borne by God “on wings of eagles”. Alas, the
Jewish people was not satisfied to serve but the One, and it felt not
secure under the protection of The One. Servi d failed to in-
spire the people, it was not the sum total of its happiness; and so it
exchanped the service of The One with servitude to many and
proceeded in an atmosphere of incredible self-delusion to elevate
the surrounding natipns, their cultures and philosophies, to
become masters of their exi With God the people felt in-
sgcure and it looked to other so-called deities to insure its safety
and survival. Tt did not realize that the support of an entire world
could not take the place of the protection that God alone can
grant provided it is satisfied to serve only Him and to consider
such service the sum iotal of its existence.
7~ The people sits and weeps — it weeps into the night; it feels so
bitterly disillusioned because it failed to realize where its {rue
wealth was and its frustration exchanged the service of The One
with servitude of the many: 73y 1 1¥p 1 onb2 Following the -
Sages’ brilliant comment, "1y W YR % for it thought it had to
consume the tenth which was set aside for the poor; the people felt
impoverished in the midst of %5 2 and it ceased *“to serve God in
Joyfulness™ and with a happy heart in the midst of abundance.
Ay 3w s an anbs This nv-feeling and the resulting
2y IM-need, this miserable setf-degradation and the resulting
doubts of Divine omnipotence were the irue causes of ail
caiastrophes the Jewish people had to endure throughout iis
history. This is vividly expressed in the words of the Sages: non
121 1'Mane W2 Our ancestors transmitted to us the tradition that
the spies were named after their transgressions but the interpreta-
tion of only one name is known: Y%x3°n 12 "ne.
QOur Sages have certainly no intention to deprive the names of

\3

the spies or of their fathers — the latter being innocent of any
wrangdoing — of their original meaning, Their purpose is as 3o
often eisewhere, to imprint on our consciousness the great ad-
monitions which the incident of the spies conveys to us for all time
to come: KPR 13 N0 these names express the cause which

- Brought about the tragic course of events: ("w¥s) Y131 Tnow Mo
33PN YU he rebelled against the Divire Will J0 0¥¥ T03@ IX>D
when he demeaned himself.

% Tno is the son of YR, 2x3n will always remajn the father of
Znoi:, This act of seif-demeaning always leads to treason against
Gad, to rebellion against His Sacred Will, If only this one name-
interpretation remains in our memaory, it will be sufficient to serve
gs @ constant warning of the scope of the transgression and its
cause,

Under the illusion of futility and weakness, the Jewish peopie
shed bitter tears in this sad night, Yan Yv ,mn Sw 73 ans ank
God, as it were, calls to the deluded ones: your tears and fears are
Idle and without justification. Faced by the mighty giants and for-
tified cities the tears flowed; but viewing the excellent fruit of the
tand caused satisfaction and hope, —.What pitiful fools who still
did not understand that the tears of the Jewish people cannot be
dried with the promise of material reward; do they not see that
without God even the economic wealth of a land is of na use; that
with God they need not fear even if surrounded by enemies?
Fools, who forget and refuse to realize that the Jewish people,
from the beginning, represents a Divine creation whose very foun-
dation and existence rest on the immediacy of Divine Care. Fogls,
who are ignorant of the fact that, unlike the other nations who_
bear their natural life conditions within themselves, who PYaIR
Jn e ne eat their own bread and drink their own wine and
who gain joy of life as a natural product of their iabors and striv-

% ings, the Jewish people accepts its daily nourishment and even thj

most modest pleasure as a Divine gift of grace, a giit that only
Divine protection and help, not its own efforts, can bestow upo

At

i

¢ioof in their hands would prove to be @37 370 n2t yIR — without
the Will of God? Could anyone fail to realize that the bread which
ripens for them on sacred soil would only be theirs if it is received
as Manna from God's Hand; that joy and happiness will be theirs
only if God’s Will is allowed to shape their existence?
J_.This is the vow which Divine Law demands from the Jewish
people when it is ready, trained by its desert experience, to set foot
in the Holy Land as God's nation. Then its Divine worship is
always to be accompanied by 03, for it is God from Whose
Hand it receives its true joyfuiness. Then it is to raise its bread as
challa in homage to Ged far it is God Whose care is the source of
its daily nourishment.

73 Ton? ansea ok 1> God thereby addresses His people: Once
God approves of your actions, you may enjoy bread in joyfulness
and drink your wine with a cheerful heart. Withour God, without
Divine approval of your deeds, you need not confine your tears to
the confrontation with the hostile giants of the earth; every piece

\ﬁofhread, every drop of wine will be spoiled by the trembling anx-

jety and fear of what the next moment might bring. With God,
with the ceriainty of Divine proximity resulting from your loyal
fulfillment of the Divine Wiil, you need sever fear 0>717 11733 %
wyn nx. This is the only pre-condition for Israel’s entry into the
Hely Land! y7RY ee nowon 1

lgnoring this truth caused the loss of our fand, destruction of
our state, and the onset of bitter Galuth-suffering. Only the full,
faithful realization of this demand YIK? %W 10337 ¥t will pave our
way back to the homeland. This will never be the case as long as
the tin bw w3 still dominaies Jewish thinking and deeds.

It is this oW @ 3233, this tear of despair and weakness which,
also in our own time, causes many of our brethren who consider
themselves Torah-true Jews to commit serious tra i
ov2In3 wwa W people facked the courage to fight for God’?;
sacred cause in purity and in total independence; they lacked the}
determination to help erect the Divinely demanded ruling throng’
of God's Wil in the life of the Jewish society. Only by joining

— T
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a beautiful insight to what his grandfather wrote. After the
narrative of the Meraglim, there are three mitzvos in Parashag
Shelach: nesachim {wine libations on the mfzbei’ach); chal.
lah {separating a portion of dough for the Kohen}; and tzitzis
{(placing fringes on four-cornered garments). Why, he asks,
do these specific mitzvos appear in this parashah?

*The Sfas Emes explains that all three mitzvos counter the
Meraglim’s philosophy.

o, The Meraglim felt that spirituality and materialism cannot
be melded. There is an unbridgeable chasm between them,
But the Torah tells us that not only can they be blended, they
must be blended.

In the mitzvah of nesachim, Hashem telis us; “l want you
to plant a vineyard and toil in the hot sun, sweating and
worrying about your grapes. | want you to have to think
about whether it's too hot or too cold and whether your crop
is going to be Infested or attacked. Then, when you finish
investing your energy into growing those grapes, | want you
to squeeze themn and offer the wine on the holy mizbei’ach.”

or in truth, there aren't two distinct worlds. Every mate-
rial pursuit must end in an act of sanctification of the pred-
ucts of this world.
b,The same holds true for producing grain products.
Hashem wants us to work hard plowing, planting, growing, ,
harvesting, threshing, grinding, sifting, and kneading. And
then, when there’s a batch of dough to work with, we should
sanctify it by apportioning some of it for the Kohen.

, And we should raise sheep, shear their wocl, spin thread,
and produce clothing. All those physical efforts culminate
in placing tziizis on our garments, through which we can
remember Hashem and His mitzvos constantly.

Maost of us no longer work in agriculture, but the same
holds true for every other industry we might be in. We toil to
produce money, which we can then sanctify in many, many
ways: using it for mitzvos, to raise Torah-true families, paying

for a Torah education for our children, supporting our ba-

hurim and yungeleit so they can learn, and so on.

—» Many religions believe that true holiness means to become
like angels, devoid of any materialism, separated from nor-
mal family existence. The Kotzker Rebbe points out that the
Torah states, “Anshei kodesh tiheyun li — Men of Holiness
shall you be to Me” {Shemos 22:30). Hashem has plenty of
angels, and yet he wants men, human beings, to transcend
all evil inclinations and lusts and laziness, and become holy.
H<The Belzer Rebbe finds an allusion to all of this in Moshe’s
choice of a new name for Yehoshua as the Meraglim depart-
ed. He added a yud to Hoshei'a, making it Yehoshua, which
is an acronym for Kah (yud-hei) yoshiacha — may Hashem
save you from the plan of the spies.

/. Chazal tell us that Olam Haba was created with the Ietteli

yud and Olam Hazeh with a hel,

The Meraglim felt that there was no synthesis between
the yud (the spiritual world of Olam Haba) and the hei (the
physicality of Olam Hazeh). Moshe was alluding to Yehoshua
that in order to be spared from their plan, he would have to
realize that they were wrong: the yud and the hei can — and
must — be melded into one, which wouid be the case when
the Jews would reach Eretz Yisrael.
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