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15:1-5 The southern and eastern boundaries

1. Josephus, Wars of the Jews 8:4

The nature of the lake Asphaltitis is also worth describing... The length of this lake is five hundred and eighty furlongs,
where it is extended as far as Zoar in Arabia; and its breadth is a hundred and fifty. The country of Sodom borders
upon it.

2. Rabbi Chaim Kanaievsky, Derech Emunah to Hilchot Terumot 1, Tziyun haHalachah footnote 160
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The southern boundary of Israel does not follow a straight path directly from Nachal Mitzrayim to the edge of the

Dead Sea, for in Parshat Masei it says, "And the boundary turns," "And the boundary extends out". Still, logically, it

does not veer greatly...

3. Rabbi Yechiel Michel Tukaczinski, Eretz Yisrael 26:2
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And because Maaleh Akrabim is the southernmost boundary, we need to know where Maaleh Akrabim is. In certain
geographic texts and in some maps, Maaleh Akrabim is marked as not far from the southern edge of the Dead Seq,
23 or 40-50 kilometers from there. But it is explicit in a verse that it is beside the land of Edom, hundreds of kilometers
from the edge of the Dead Seal! This means it is near Eilat, the shore city that is on the eastern shore of Yam Suf, today
called Yam Aqaba. In truth, we hear that Rabbeinu Saadia Gaon translated Maaleh Akrabim as Aqaba...

4. Rabbi Chaim Kanaievsky, Derech Emunah to Hilchot Terumot 1, Tziyun haHalachah footnote 160
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Based on the map | have seen, the Nile flows upward and falls into the Mediterranean, and so wrote Ramban to
Bereishit 2:11, that the Nile crosses the face of Egypt until it falls into the Mediterranean at Alexandria of Egypt.
Certainly, the infent with the border of Israel would be for the start of the Nile, the place where it falls into the
Mediterranean. If so, there is not a great difference between Rav Saadia Gaon's approach and that of Rashi...

15:6-12 The northern and western boundaries
5. A useful map Daat Mikra, pg. 137

6. Rashito 15:6
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Anything moving toward Jerusalem is ascending.

7. Some useful links regarding particular places along the northern boundary
e Beit Chaglah Ein Hagla/Haijla - http://biblelandpictures.com/product/5052-3-ein-hagla/
e Beit ha'Aravah Beside Wadi Qelt - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wadi_Qelt
e Even Bohan ben Reuven — May be Hajar el-Asba —
https://books.google.ca/books2id=Y4TIAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA51&lpg=PA51
e Maaleh Adumim — Wadi Talat Ad-Dam
o http://www.geonip.com/geolocation/talat-ad-dam-west-bank-palestine /281679
o http://mapcarta.com/129209034
e Mei Ein Shemesh - Ein el-Habs
e Ein Rogel — Where Gei ben Hinom meets Nachal Kidron - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kidron_Valley
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8. Talmud, Zevachim 54b
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[Shemuel and King David] said: It is written, "And you shall rise and ascend to that place," teaching that the Temple is
the highest place in Israel, and Israel is the highest of the lands. But they did not know where it was, and so they
brought the book of Yehoshua. Regarding all places it said, "And it descended," "And the border ascended," "And
the border turned," but in the tribe of Binyamin it only said "And it ascended," and not "And it descended." They
said: We see here that this is its place.
They thought to build it in Ein ltem, which is higher, but then they said, "Let's descend a bit," as Devarim 33:12 says,
"And between his shoulders it dwells." Alternatively, they had a tradition that the Sanhedrin would be in Yehudah's
portion and the Shechinah would be in Binyamin's portion, and if they had used the highest place then the two would
have been too far apart [at that point along their border]. Better to descend a bit, as it is written, "And between his
shoulders it dwells."

9. Talmud, Yoma 12a
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What was the cause for the disagreement [between Rabbi Yehudah and the Sages]? The first view believed that
Jerusalem was not divided among the tribes, and Rabbi Yehudah believed that Jerusalem was divided among the
tribes.
It is the same debate as existed among these sages:

e "What was in Yehudah's portion2 The Temple Mount, the offices and rooms. And what was in Binyamin's
portion? The Ulam, the Heichal, and the Holy of Holies. And a strip emerged from Yehudah's portion and
entered Binyamin's portion, and in it the altar was built. Righteous Binyamin was pained by this, wishing to
swallow it daily, as Devarim 33:12 says, 'He covers it all day." Therefore, righteous Binyamin merited to be
host for G-d, as that verse concludes, 'And between his shoulders it [the Beit haMikdash] dwells.""

e According to the other sage, Jerusalem was not divided among the tribes, as we have learned, "They may not
charge rent for homes in Jerusalem, for it does not belong to them. Rabbi Elazar bar Shimon said: Beds, too."

10. Ralbag to 15:8
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It appears from here that Jerusalem was not divided among the tribes.
However, afterward Yehoshua 15:63 says, "And the Yevusi, dwellers of Jerusalem — Yehudah could not conquer
them, and the Yevusi lived with Yehudah in Jerusalem." This indicates that Jerusalem was in the portion of Yehudah,
for it did not say, "Israel could not conquer them," but "Yehudah could not conquer them."
And from the fact that it says, in the list of Binyamin's cities (Yehoshua 18:28), "And 7zela ha'Elef and Yevusi, which
is Jerusalem," that indicates that Jerusalem was in Binyamin's portion. This is why there is a debate regarding whether
Jerusalem was divided up among the tribes, or not.



