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The Problem

1. Bamidbar 26:54-56
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To the many you shall give a greater lot, and to the few you shall give a smaller lot; each according to his numbers,

his portion shall be given. Only via a lottery shall the land be divided, according to the names of the tribes of their

fathers shall they take a portion. According to the lottery shall his lot be divided, between great and few.

2. Bamidbar 33:54
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And you shall take portions in the land by lot, according to your families. To the great you shall increase his lot, and

to the few you shall decrease his lot; to the one who is assigned there by the lottery, it shall be. According to the tribes

of your ancestors shall you receive portions.

3. Commentary of Abarbanel, pg. 67
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And the complaint of the tribe of Yosef (Yehoshua 17:14) is also difficult, "Why did you give us one lot and one
portion, and | am a great nation?2" How could they ask the opposite of the verdict, and that which Gd had
commanded?...
And if we were to say that the division of the land was according to their heads, by the number of names, this would
be difficult regarding the blessing Yaakov gave to Yosef, giving him the [double portion of the] birthright, saying,
"Ephraim and Menasheh shall be as Reuven and Shimon..." According to this, it would be a vain blessing and a
worthless gift, for it is clear that if they were to have many heads, they would be given a large portion, and there
would be no benefit in being two tribes or one tribe.

Four Solutions
4. Rashi to Bamidbar 26:54
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To a tribe of many people they gave a large portion. And even though the portions were not equal, but all according
to the size of the tribe did they divide the portions, they did it only via lottery, and the lottery was via Divine
inspiration, as is clear in Bava Batra 122a, "Elazar the priest was clothed in the vrim v'tumim, and he said with Divine
inspiration, "If X tribe ascends, X portion will ascend with it."
The tribes were recorded on twelve notes, and twelve boundaries on twelve notes, and they mixed them in a box, and
the prince put his hand in and took our two notes. The note with the name of his tribe ascended in his hand, and the
note with the boundary designated for it, and the lot itself would cry out, "I, this lot, have ascended for X portion, for X
tribe," as it is written, "On the mouth of the lot". And the land was not divided by measure, because one portion
would be better than the next, but by appraisal...

5. Ramban to Bereishit 48:6
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The land of Israel was divided up among the tribes; they made twelve equal portions of it, and the tribe of Shimon, the
smallest of them, took like the tribe of Yehudah, the greatest of hosts. And Ephraim and Menasheh took like Reuven
and Shimon, equally...
And when Bamidbar 26:54 said, "To the many you shall give a greater lot, and to the few you shall give smaller,"
the verse spoke regarding the families mentioned in the portion. The tribe divided its portion among the families of
those who left Egypt, giving a large portion to a greater family, and a small portion to a smaller family...

6. Ralbag to Yehoshua 18:4
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It appears right in my eyes to say that the seven portions were equal, and Yehoshua then cast the lot before Gd in

Shiloh, and from there each of the tribes took its portion according to what suited it. If it was small, they added the

portion appropriate to it, and if it was more than appropriate then they reduced it for him.

7. Commentary of Abarbanel, pg. 68
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The division of the land incorporated two elements: (1) The region in which each tribe would be given its portion and
lot, and (2) The quantity of land, by length and width, which he gave each of them in that region.
The first matter, identification of the region in which each tribe's portion would fall, Gd saw fit to clarify by lottery, to
prevent intertribal strife, as one portion would be better than another...
The second matter... This was not from the lottery, for it was given to Yehoshua, Elazar the priest and the twelve
princes, to gauge each tribe by its numbers, to increase for the many and to give a smaller portion for the few...

8. Commentary of Malbim to Yehoshua 14:1
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The more correct view explaining the division is that of Raavad: "Know and understand that Israel was divided among
twelve tribes with a lottery and the vrim v'tummim. Thus they asked (Bava Batra 122a), 'Was it divided by tribe or by
individual head?' They were asking about the lottery division. And the answer was from Bamidbar 26:56, 'Between
great and small,' the lottery would be between great tribe and small tribe, but for the families they did not need the
lottery, efc.
"But a question remains for us: If the portions were not even, how did they divide them by lot2 Before the lottery, how
did they know to whom to give a large portion and to whom to give litfle2 And what would they do if the lottery
assigned a large portion for a small tribe2 And it would not have been possible to distribute via the lottery only even
portions, whether even in measure or value or land!
"We will respond that they only recorded the boundaries of regions for the lots, like, 'From this boundary and further
is the Catalonia region,' 'From this boundary and further is the Provence region.' So they recorded the regions and put
them into the box, and the region that emerged in his hand was his portion. Then, they gave the tribe its land based
on whether it was great or small..." You see that his view matches that of Rabbi Yitzchak Abarbanel...



