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Outline of Chapter 12
12:1-6 Conquest on the eastern side of the Yarden
12:7-24 Conquest on the western side of the Yarden

The Eastern Side of the Yarden
1. The Role of Sichon Devarim 2:9; Devarim 2:19; Bamidbar 21:26

2. Talmud, Chullin 60b
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"For Cheshbon was the city of Sichon, King of the Emori; he had fought the king of Moav, etc." What's the
difference?! For Gd had told Israel, "Do not besiege Moav". Gd said: Let Sichon come and remove it from Moav, and
let Israel come and remove it from Sichon. Thus Rav Pappa said: Amon and Moav were purified in Sichon.

3. 12:23 The Borders of Sichon (Daat Mikra)
e Southern border is Nachal Arnon
e Northern border is the midway point of the Gilad region
e Eastern border is the Upper Yabok
e Western stretch runs from the southeast tip of the Kinneret down to the eastern edge of Yam haMelach

4. Ralbagto 12:1
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It first said, "who the Children of Israel struck." It should have associated this [conquest] with Moshe as well, for it was
done via Moshe — and so it said in the end (12:6) that "Moshe servant of Gd, and the Children of Israel" did this. It
did not mention Moshe's name at first, to show that even though Moshe was so great, the defeat of these kings was in
the merit of Israel, in terms of the covenant Gd had made with their ancestors, as is mentioned in the Torah.

5. Midrash Tanchuma Reeh 7
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See that Divine deeds are not like those of a king of flesh and blood. A king of flesh and blood goes to war, and his
legions go before him. If they win, people come to crown and honour the king. But Gd is not thus; He makes wars
and gives the crown to Israel, as in Tehillim 136:17-20, "He strikes great kings, Sichon king of the Emori and Og king
of the Bashan", and He gives the crown to Israel, as in Yehoshua 12:6, "Moshe, servant of Gd, and the Children of
Israel struck them."

6. Sifri Devarim Ekev 51
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What is the lesson of Devarim 11:24, "Wherever you walk [will be for you]"2 Gd told them: Wherever you conquer,
beyond these places, will be yours. Or is this permission for them to conquer outside Israel before they conquer Israel2
Devarim 11:23 says, "You shall conquer nations that are greater and mightier than you", and then, "Wherever you
walk." Israel should not remain impure from idols, while you go conquer outside Israel. Rather, once you control
Israel, then you may conquer outside the land.



The Western Conquest

7. Talmud, Megilah 16b
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All of the poems are written in half-brick atop full-brick and full-brick atop half-brick, other than this poem [of the sons

of Haman] and the kings of Canaan, which are half-brick atop half-brick, and full-brick atop full-brick. Why?2 So that

there should be no rising from their downfall.

8. Ramban to Bamidbar 35:14
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It is possible that the custom in those generations was that every ruler of a city was called melech. Or, it may have

been for the honour of the Land of Israel, as in the midrash of our sages. In any case, these were not kings of lands,

but only kings of each city.

9. Midrash Tanchuma, Mishpatim 10

RITW o1 92 ROKR 2" 79" AR R L0 X ROR VD W Pa PRY (0 20 ywn) "R [va] 7en LR e Ton" 20nd
DR PIRD 2IRNA AW 2007 790 ROPI T KD LIRS PR NP 700 KDY, PR TR0 AP

Yehoshua 12:9 says, "The King of Yericho was one; the King of [Ai] was one." Yericho and Ai are separated by only

three mil [about three kilometers], and yet it says "The King of Yericho"2 One who acquired outside of the Land of

Israel, and did not acquire in the Land of Israel, was not called "King". Why?2 Because they longed for the Land of

Israel.

10.Radak to 12:9
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All of these 31 kings mentioned did not reign over single cities. Rather, each city mentioned was the head of his

kingdom, and he reigned over more cities and villages.

11. Malbim to 12:9
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Among the kings listed here were many whose land Yehoshua did not conquer in his lifetime; it is only that these kings

were killed by Yehoshua in war. These are the King of Jerusalem, the King of Gezer...



