Jews in Foreign Palaces: Joseph, Daniel, Esther

R' Mordechai Torczyner — forczyner@torontotorah.com YESHIVA UNIVERSITY

e . TORAH MIiTZION
Common elements: Personalities, Plot and Actions

BEIT MIDRASH
Personalities  Attractiveness; Favour; Arrogant Kings
Plot Gd disturbs royal sleep; Anger; Pits; Royal clothes
Actions Dream interpretation; Saving the Jews; Saving the Empire
1. The language of beauty
Genesis 39:6 RN 797 WIN 792 01 7 And Joseph was of pleasant form and pleasant appearance
Daniel 1:4 N2 210 Of good appearance
Esther 2:7 TR N WIN N 7w And the girl was of pleasant form and good appearance

2. Midrash, Sifri Naso 41
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"And He will show you favour" — He will give you favour in the eyes of His creations. As in Genesis 39:21, "And Gd

was with Joseph, and He extended kindness to him, and He made him favourable in the eyes of the warden," and

Esther 2:15, "And Esther was favoured in the eyes of all who saw her," and Daniel 1:9, "And G-d gave Daniel

favour, kindness and mercy."

3. Midrash, Genesis Rabbah 88:3
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G-d angered masters upon their servants to elevate the righteous: 'Pharaoh became angry at his servants' to elevate

Joseph. Servants upon their masters to elevate the righteous: 'Bigtan and Teresh became angry' to elevate Mordechai.

4. Daniel 2:12
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Then the king became inflamed and greatly enraged, and he declared he would destroy all of the sages of Babylon.

5. Midrash, Eichah Rabbah 3:p
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"| called You, Gd, from the lower pit" — This is Joseph, this is Yirmiyah, this is Daniel.

6. Midrash, Midrash Tehillim 90:7
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Nevuchadnezzar was uncircumcised and impure, Daniel was holy and pure... and he clothed Daniel in purple wool.

Pharaoh was uncircumcised and impure, and Joseph was pure and holy, and he coronated Joseph and clothed him in

linen and placed a gold brooch upon his neck. Achashverosh was uncircumcised and impure, and Mordechai was

holy and pure, and he coronated Mordechai and clothed him and crowned him...

7. Midrash, Genesis Rabbah 87:6
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Rabbi Yudin cited Rabbi Binyamin: The sons of Rachel have the same tests and power.

The same fests:

o Genesis 39:10 "And when she spoke to Joseph daily." Esther 3:4 "And when they spoke to him daily."

e "And he did not listen to her." "And he did not listen to them."

The same power:

e Genesis 41:42 "And Pharaoh removed his ring." Esther 8:2 "And the king removed his ring."



e "And he put it on [vayifen] Joseph's hand." "And he gave it [vayitnah] to Mordechai."

e "And he clothed him in linen garb." Esther 6:9-11 "And the garb and horse shall be given... And Haman took"

e "And he placed [vayasem] a gold brooch on his neck." Esther 8:2 "And Esther placed [vatasem] placed
Mordechai over the house of Haman."

e "And he drove him in his viceroy's chariot." Esther 6:11 "And he drove him in the streets of the city."
e "And he called before him, Avrech" "And he called before him, 'So shall be done, etc.'

The links grow stronger in the words of our Sages

8. Talmud, Megilah 13a
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"And he altered her and her maids for the best in the women's residence." Rav said: He fed her Jewish food. Shemuel

said: He fed her the necks of pigs. Rabbi Yochanan said: Seeds, as in Daniel 1:16 "And hameltzar took their

patibaga... and gave them seeds."

9. Midrash, Genesis Rabbah (Albeck) 97:8
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Because Yehudah merited and he saved Tamar and her two sons from death, and he saved Joseph from death...

Therefore, Gd saved four of his descendants, one from the pit and three from the fire: Daniel parallel to Joseph, and

Chananiah, Mishael and Azaryah parallel to Peretz, Zerach and Tamar.

10. Midrash, Esther Rabbah 9:2
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His wife said to him: This man about whom you ask, "If he is of Jewish descent" then "you will not defeat him" if you
do not approach him with wisdom, in a way that none of his countrymen have been tested. Were you to throw him
into a fiery furnace — Chananiah and his peers have already been saved. Were you to throw him into a den of lions —
Daniel already ascended from within. Were you to imprison him — Joseph already escaped from there....

11. Talmud, Megilah 15a
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Rav said: Hatach is Daniel. He is called Hatach because they cut him [chatchuhu] from his power.

What can we learn for our "foreign palaces"?

Emunah Prayer (Daniel 2:18, 6:11; Esther 4:16); Crediting Gd (Genesis 40:8; Daniel 2:23)
Identity Diet (Daniel 1; Esther); Jewish identity (Genesis 41:12; Daniel 2:25)

Kiddush HaShem Crediting Gd (Genesis 40:8; Daniel 2:23); Expressing Loyalty (Genesis 39:9; Daniel 1:8)
Chesed Genesis 39; Daniel 4; Esther 2

12. Midrash, Bamidbar Rabbah 2:17
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"Like the sand of the sea" - Israel is compared to sand, and the nations to lime, as in Yeshayah 33:12, "And the

nations will be lime pyres." If you do not add sand to lime, it cannot endure. So the nations cannot endure without

Israel. Thus you find that were it not for Joseph, the Egyptians would have been lost to famine, and without Daniel, the

sages of Babylon would have been destroyed...

13. Midrash, Genesis Rabbah 39:12
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[Mordechai] said: Yaakov blessed Pharaoh as in Genesis 47:7, "And Yaakov blessed Pharaoh". Joseph revealed to
him. Daniel revealed to Nevuchadnezzar. | will do likewise. Esther 2:22 says, "And he told Queen Esther."




