Job, Week 18: 11:1-11 Tzofar's First Speech
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Introduction to Tzofar Ml semmorask
1. Nachmanides, Torat ha'Adam, Shaar haGemul
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And now Tzofar haNa'amati came to help his friends' words further. He said that there is hidden wisdom in Divine
deeds, for there are two layers to [Divine] counsel. All that exists in this world is double, and in [this counsel] is visible
wisdom and hidden wisdom. (11:6)
Job does know, in truth, that Gd subtracts from his sins and reduces them, and He does not add on to them. (11:6)
And if He will increase people [yachalofin 11:10 refers to adding people, who are called bnei chilul and He will
give the land into their hands and cause them to congregate, who will respond to Gd even if they are wicked? He
knows the people of emptiness and He sees their guilt, and He does not contemplate their deeds because He forgives
them (11:11)...

2. Maimonides, Guide of the Perplexed 3:23
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In truth, the view of Tzofar haNa'amati is the view of one who sees that everything is governed by [Divine] Will alone,
and he does not seek a cause for His actions, and he does not say, "Why did He do this2" or "Why did He not do
this2" Therefore, neither the path of [Divine] justice will be sought, nor the decree of wisdom in all that Gd does, for
His very existence and truth mandates that He should do as He wishes. Our intellectual capacity will be too small to
grasp His hidden wisdom, which does what it wishes because of its own justice and rules, and for no other reason.

3. Rabbeinu Bechayye, Kad haKemach "Hashgachah"
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Tzofar replied, intending to support the words of his friends, that Job had sinned and therefore all of this evil had
befallen him.

Outline of Chapter 11

e 11:1-4 A protest: You think you are right because no one rebukes you, so | will rebuke you
o 11:5-11 Divine wisdom is great and hidden
e 11:12-15 Repent and approach Gd!
e 11:16-20 Then life would be good for you, while the wicked are destroyed
11:1-4 Protest: Someone must respond to you

4. Daat Mikra to lyov, pg. 78
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From Tzofar's words it appears that there were many people listening to Job's words, aside from his three friends.

5. Rabbi David Altschuler, Metzudat David to 11:4
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You say to Gd, "The path to which | am accustomed is pure and clear, and in Your eyes as well | am pure and
clean," meaning, "You know that justice is with me, and You cheat me of that which | deserve."

11:5-11 Gd's wisdom is great and hidden — and doubled?
6. 11:79vs. 9:3-10




7. Malbimto 11:6
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Everything that exists may be divided into two categories: 1) As it is, and 2) As it is sensed and grasped by our

senses. We do not grasp things — only their external events, as they act on our senses. Based on this we cannot assess

the essence of things, as they truly are...

8. Rashi to Yechezkel 2:10
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"Front and back" — That which has been since the beginning, and that which will be at the end.

9. Midrash, Sifri Bamidbar 103
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"And it was recorded, front and back" — But even light intellects and regular people do that! What is the meaning of

"front and back"e "Front" is this world, "back" is the next world. "Front" is the peace of the wicked and the suffering

of the righteous in this world, "back" is the reward for the righteous and punishment of the wicked in the next world.

10. Talmud, Eruvin 21a
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What is the meaning of, "Every entity has an end; your mitzvot are very broad"2 David said this without explaining it,
Job said it without explaining it, Ezekiel said it without explaining it, until Zecharyah came and explained it. Job said,
'Her measure is longer than the land, and broader than the sea.' Ezekiel said, 'And he spread it before me, and it
bore writing on front and back, and upon it was written, 'Lamentations, moaning and woe."... Until Zecharyah
explained it... 'And he said to me: What do you see? And | said: | see a folded [afah] scroll, twenty amah long and
ten amah wide.' Unfold it, and it is twenty by twenty. It is written, 'bore writing on front and back', so if the sides were
peeled away it would be forty by twenty. Isaiah 40:12 says, 'Who measured the sea in His hand, and founded the
heavens with His zeret[which is .5 amah]." If so, the world is [.5 amah by .5 ama#h], or 1/3200 of the Torah.

11.Rashito 11:7
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"Will you find the depths of Gd" such that you believe you have fulfilled everything?

Tzofar's new point

12.Ralbag to 11:6
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Man sins when he does not perform good perpetually, to strive and gain insight and know Gd according to his

abilities. This is why you think yourself righteous, even as you sin... It is as though Gd hid it from people, meaning that

He did not create people such that they could grasp this. A person, becaue his mind is too small to grasp himself fully,

will not know how much good he could accomplish, such that he sins — in Tzofar's view — when he falls short of it.

13. Rabbi David Altschuler, Metzudat David to 11:7

72177 INIDAW 7 9D ,ATRT NI NANTA NPW 90D RO 9377 00 "72wn YWk 1 pUIX XIPAR MIRIT R 0N AR VT 001" 0N
..12Wn 299 927 92 737 VYR INIDAW MY ,2WN° PPTRY XY 2OPOYR DTV I8pn

It is as though he were saying, "Do you know who is suited to be called righteous, and who is considered wicked?"

All is according to the measure of a person's potential, for one whose potential is great, and who does little in serving

Gd, will not be considered righteous. And one whose potential is limited — anything he does is considered great!...




