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8:11-15 Parable 1: The thirsty reed 

1. Two different messages 

 Daat Mikra – The reed without a source of life will wither and die 

 Rashi – The reed will thrive at first, but don't be fooled – destruction will come. 

 

8:16-22 Parable 2: The lush plant 

2. The challenge of 8:19 

 אחר יצמחו, ומעפר  – And from the dirt, others will grow (Rashi, Ibn Ezra) 

 יצמחו, ומעפר אחר  – And from other dirt, they will grow (Ralbag, Malbim, Daat Mikra) 

 

3. Rashi to 8:19 

 אדם אחר יצמח לקבל גדולתו של זה 

Another man will sprout, to receive this one's wealth. 

 

4. Malbim to 8:19 

כי מעפר אחר אשר אין שם אבנים שרשים משם יצמחו שרשיו , ישמח על העקירה הזאת ועל הדרך שמובילים אותו ממקומו למקום אחר

  וונמצא שעקירה זאת היא לטובת, באין מעכב

He will rejoice over this uprooting, and over the journey on which they bring him, from this place to another. For from 

other dirt, where there are no stones, roots there will sprout, roots without obstruction, so that the uprooting will be for 

his benefit. 

 

Contrasting Eliphaz and Bildad 

Style 

 Eliphaz is more flowery and verbose; Bildad is direct and terse 

 Eliphaz speaks of personal expeirence; Bildad cites the experience of others 

 Eliphaz is subtle in assigning blame for suffering; Bildad is painfully direct 

 

Substance 

 Eliphaz offers a narrative of return; Bildad spends more time defending Divine justice 

 Eliphaz speaks of direct reward; Bilam speaks of delayed reward 

 Eliphaz emphasizes the good that can happen; Bildad includes the suffering of the wicked 

 

A Brief Review 

 Chapter 1  Initial disaster; Job responds by acknowledging the Divine right to all that is his 
 

 Chapter 2  Job suffers physically; Job rebukes his blasphemous wife, but is less pious; The silent  

friends stay 7 days 
 

 Chapter 3  Job lashes out against his birthday/the stars 
 

 Chapter 4-5  Eliphaz argues for a narrative of hope and urges Job to appeal to Gd 
 

 Chapters 6-7  Job rebukes Eliphaz for not helping, and either challenges Gd to leave him alone or  

claims that Gd does not run the world, as that would be beneath Him 
 

 Chapter 8  Bildad defends Divine justice, contends the wicked will perish. He may contend that  

events which appear bad turn out to be good. 

 



Outline of Chapters 9-10 

 9:1-13   Gd is mighty, and there is no winning a debate with Gd 

 9:14-20  Why I cannot win a debate with Gd 

 9:21-33  The world is run wickedly 

 9:34-10:22  What I would tell Gd, given the chance 

 

9:1-13  Gd is mighty, and there is no winning a debate with Gd 

5. Metzudat David to 9:2 

אבל כל תלונתי מהו  .בעבור זה שפטתי שהכל בא מצד המערכה ,הנה באמת ידעתי גם אני כי כן הוא "'ל יעות משפט וגו-הא"ה שאמרת מ

 ...הלא גם הוא נעזב להנהגת המערכה ,ל ללכת בדרכיו-ל כאשר יצדק אנוש עם אהגמו

Regarding your declaration, "Will Gd corrupt justice," in truth, I also know that this is so. This is why I concluded that 

everything come from the constellations. My sole complaint is this: What is the nature of the reward for a person who 

is righteous with Gd, walking in His ways? He, too, is abandoned to the governance of the constellations… 

 

6. Daat Mikra to 9:2 

 .נצח בריבויצא מ( 2יצא זכאי בדינו ו(1: ומשמעותו כפולה. יצא צדיק בריבו עם אלקים –" יצדק"

"Be tzaddik" – Emerge as tzaddik from his quarrel with Gd. "Emerge as tzaddik" admits two meanings: 1) Emerge 

innocent in his judgment, or 2) Emerge victorious in his judgment. 

 

7. Talmud, Berachot 51b 

 . לא נתקיים עולם מפני חמה של כסיל -ואלמלא צינה של כימה , ל כימהלא נתקיים עולם מפני צינה ש -אלמלא חמה של כסיל 

If not for the heat of Orion, the world could not withstand the cold of the Pleiades. If not for the cold of the Pleiades, 

the world could not withstand the heat of Orion. 

 

8. Talmud, Rosh haShanah 11b-12a 

יום שמזל , אותו היום שבעה עשר באייר היה: רבי יהושע אומר ".בשנת שש מאות שנה לחיי נח בחדש השני בשבעה עשר יום לחדש"

ונטל שני , והעלה מזל כימה ביום, ה עליהם מעשה בראשית"שינה הקב -ומתוך ששינו מעשיהן , כימה שוקע ביום ומעינות מתמעטין

 . ..מבול לעולםוהביא , כוכבים מכימה

"In the 600th year of Noach's life, the second month, the 17th of the month" – Rabbi Yehoshua said: It was the 17th of 

Iyar, when the mazal of the Pleiades sets during the day and the springs shrink. Because they altered their deeds, Gd 

altered Creation and elevated the mazal of the Pleiades during the day, and took two stars from the Pleiades and 

brought a flood to the world… 

 

9. "Who will say to Gd: What are You doing?"  Ecclesiastes 8:4 

 

10. Metzudat David to 9:4 

  .יה אשר בידו הכח לשדד המערכה כאשר ירצהיודע ה ...ועם כי היה מסתפק בהשגחה

Even though he doubted Divine supervision… he knew that He held the strength to overthrow the constellations, should 

He choose. 

 

11. Ralbag, Summary of Chapters 9-10 

אבל היה מרחיק זה  ,ושייחס אליו עול במה שיביא מהרעות לאישי האדםיתברך  'דוהכלל העולה מהדברים הוא שאיוב לא היה מריב עם 

יתברך הוא למה לא סדר בכמו אלו האנשים הקשה יום שלא  'דואולם מה שהתרעם מ .וייחס אלו הרעות אל ההגבלה המסודרת מהכוכבים

  .כי יותר היה להם זה טוב ,יתהוו

The general message is that Job did not quarrel with Gd and associate with Him corruption for the evils that befall 

human beings. Rather, he distanced this and associated the evils to the order set from the stars. However, he 

challenged Gd for not arranging matters such that people of a bitter [birth]day should not exist, as that would be 

better for them. 

 


