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What justifies charging for healthcare?
1. Mishnah, Nedarim 4:4
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One who is not permitted to benefit another due to a vow... is permitted to heal him, but not to heal his property.

2. Code of Jewish Law, Yoreh Deah 336:1
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The Torah permitted a doctor to heal, and it is a mitzvah, and part of saving lives. One who refrains is spilling blood.

3. Talmud, Bechorot 29a
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Rav Yehudah cited Rav: Devarim 4:5 says, "See, | have taught you." Just as | taught you for free, so you must teach
for free.

4. Code of Jewish Law, Yoreh Deah 336:2
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A doctor may not take payment for conveying knowledge and teaching, but he may take payment for strain and time
lost [from other remunerative pursuits].

5. Talmud, Bava Kama 85a
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If an assailant says, "I will bring you a doctor for nothing," he may reply, "A doctor who heals for nothing is worth
nothing."

6. Ramban (13" century Spain), Torat haAdam, Shaar haSakkanah)
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Regarding wages for healing, it seems to me that one may take payment for strain and time lost, but not for teaching.

7. Rabbi Yechiel Michel Epstein (early 20t century Lithuania), Aruch haShulchan Yoreh Deah 336:3
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[Payment for] writing to the pharmacy to give X and Y is payment for strain, and permitted.

8. Tosafot, Bechorot 29a 1
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Do not be surprised by the Jerusalem judges who were paid from the Temple collection. They were paid for time lost

[in the actual moment of work], which is permitted. More, this was their entire pursuit, and they did not engage in

other work, and they needed to survive!

9. Rabbi Moshe Isserles, Code of Jewish Law, Even haEzer 130:21

TWIAT RW? 20K DOTYIT QVOR IR L7277 W 2207 072 NI T 1001, NN MWW 0T 199920 ORY 20TV OV PInnT R
Some say that one may stipulate that witnesses must pay if they ruin the get, and this is why they may receive great
payment. Alternatively, it is because the witnesses may not marry the divorcee.

10. Rabbi Yom Tov Lipman Heller (15t century Germany), Tosafot Yom Tov to Bechorot 4:6
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If they establish him permanently to judge, this is not a mitzvah. If he is not permanent, today they may come before

him and tomorrow not. Therefore, when he is permanent he may stipulate a salary at the start.



11.Rabbi David halevi (17t century Poland), Taz to Code of Jewish Law, Yoreh Deah 336:3
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He stipulated it and the patient obligated himself to pay, and the mitzvah is not only incumbent upon this doctor, but
anyone could train in medicine.

12.Talmud, Bava Kama 116a
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"If a person is fleeing imprisonment and there is a ferry before him, and he says, 'Accept a dinar and take me across,'
the ferry driver only receives the standard wage." We see that one can say, "l was fooling you."

13.Ramban, Torat haAdam, Shaar haSakkanah
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If he stipulates a large salary for a doctor, he must pay it. The doctor sold wisdom to the patient, and that is priceless.

14. Rabbi Gedaliah Rabinowitz, Laws of the Doctor and Saving Lives, Halachah U'Refuah 2 (1981) pg. 141
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One who wishes to be a doctor must invest many years of work... And he must also invest great wealth for tuition...

15.Dr. Fred Rosner, Physicians' Strikes and Jewish Law, Journal of Halachah and Contemporary Society, Fall 1993
Does that mean that physicians are obligated always to be available for their patients2... This question requires
additional deliberation and consultation with competent rabbinic authoirities.

16.Rabbi Yosef Shalom Elyashiv (215! century Israel), cited in Nishmat Avraham Yoreh Deah 336:5
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When a doctor is in a place where there is no shortage of doctors, and it is clear that the patient could find a doctor

to treat him, and the case for which he has been called is not urgent... the doctor may decline to see the patient when

he is busy eating or resting.

Socialized structure

17.Rabbi Moshe Halevi Steinberg, Physician Strikes According to Jewish Law Assia 3 (1983) pg. 342
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Should the doctors not exaggerate their demands, and should the employers understand that they could add, then the

matter would not reach a situation of abandoning human life without medical treatment.

18. Talmud, Bava Batra 8b
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Townspeople may make rules for measures and prices and wages, and may fine those who violate the norms.

19. Code of Jewish Law Yoreh Deah 257:2
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Mechaber: We do not demand accounts of tzedakah from collectors. ..

Rama: But it is good for them to present accounts, to fulfill the verse, "And you shall be innocent from Gd and from

Israel." And the above is where we have collectors who are known to be righteous; otherwise, or where they have

taken the position through their strength, they must offer accounts. The same is true for all communal appointees.



Refusing to treat without payment
20. Rabbi Moshe Isserles, Code of Jewish Law, Yoreh Deah 261:1
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If a mohel refuses [to circumcise for free] and the father cannot afford it, the child is like one who has no father, such
that the court is obligated to circumcise him. Therefore, the court may compel the mo#el...

21.Rabbi Dr. Avraham Sofer Abraham, Nishmat Avraham Choshen Mishpat 333:1
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By Torah law, an empowered court could adjudicate the matter from the start, and obligate the two sides to accept a

righteous verdict which is based on the principle of providing the best treatment for the patient.

22.Rabbi J. David Bleich, Physician Strikes
http://traditionarchive.org/news/originals/Volume_21/No._3/Survey_Of_Recent.pdf

Payment to work on Shabbat

23.Talmud, Bava Metzia 58a
NAW 70w 17 223NN PR ...7797 DR MR D30T DR 0w
One who hires a worker to guard the red heifer... may not pay him for Shabbat.

24.Rabbi Eliezer Waldenberg, Tzitz Eliezer 8:15:13:7

T93Y 7 ATV ATATA AP XADY 39 MTRN R NN9WMY T 2V O3 NAWRA 195 91900 113y nhapnw frvng Yaa
inErbih|

Included within the wages she receives for treatment is an accounting for the fact that she is perpetually hired for

everyone, to be dedicated for this role.

25. Code of Jewish Law, Orach Chaim 306:5
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One may not hire a chazan to pray on Shabbat, but there are those who permit.

26. Rabbi Yitzchak Elchanan Spektor (19t century Lithuania), printed in Halachah uRefuah 1 pg. 49
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Certainly, one may accept payment, due to the reasoning of, "Lest one cause them to stumble in the future."

27.Rabbi Tzvi Pesach Frank (20t century Israel), Har Tzvi Orach Chaim 1:204
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One should add that the cure is also for the weekdays, and he is paid for the weekday benefit.



