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The fundamental problem: Torah vs. Torah

1. Talmud, Yevamot 79a
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"And the Givonim said to him: We have neither silver nor gold with Shaul and with his household, and we have no

man [to kill in Israel]... Let seven men of his children be given to us, and we will hang them before Gd."(Shemuel I

21:4-6) King David tried to appease them, and they would not be appeased. He said, "There are three signs for this

nation: Merciful, bashful, and generous. Merciful, as it is written... One who has these three signs is suvited to cleave

to this nation."

2. Esther Esther 8:5, 8:8, 8:11, 9:5-10

3. Commentary of Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch to Bereishit 34:25

Now the blameworthy part begins, which we need in no wise excuse. Had they killed Shechem and Chamor there
would be scarcely anything to say against it. But they did not spare the unarmed men who were at their mercy, yea,
and went further and looted, altogether made the inhabitants pay for the crime of the landowner. For that there was
no justification. For that Jacob too reproached them...

Their one answer 1271 gives their whole motive. The lord would never have allowed himself to act as he did were it
not a question of a foreign, forsaken Jew-girl. That was the thought that brought home to the minds of Simeon and Levi
that there are times when the Family of Jacob too must grasp the sword... They had no desire to act prudently. They
wanted to make themselves feared so that nobody would attempt anything similar. The daughters of Jacob were not to
be considered as being at anybody's disposal. But nevertheless they went too far, to take revenge on innocent people
for that which powerful ones had done.

4. Ramban to Sefer haMitzvot, Added Aseh 5
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We are instructed that when we lay siege to a city, we must leave one of the directions without siege, so that if they

wish to flee then they will have a place for flight. This way we will learn to act with mercy even with our enemies in a

time of war, and it will also help in that we will give them an avenue to flee and they will not strengthen themselves

against us.

5. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, Horeb 415-416

There are probably no creatures that require more the protective Divine word against the presumption of man than the
animals, which, like man, have sensations and instincts, but whose body and powers are nevertheless subservient to
man...

Man becomes the torturer of the animal soul, which has been subjected to him only for the fulfillment of humane and
wise purposes; sometimes out of self-interest, at other times in order to satisfy a whim, sometimes out of thoughtlessness
— yes, even for the satisfaction of crude satanic desire.

Behold! Here you are faced with HaShem’s teaching, which obliges you not only to refrain from inflicting unnecessary
pain on any animal, but to help, and, when you can, to lessen the pain whenever you see an animal suffering even
through no fault of yours...

Above all, those to whom the care of young minds has been entrusted, see to it that they respect both the smallest and
the largest animal as beings which, like man, have been summoned to the joy of life and have been granted
sensitivity. And do not forget that the boy who, in crude joy, finds delight in the convulsions of an injured beetle or the
anxiety of a suffering animal will soon also be dumb towards human pain.

6. Devarim 7:2



Sign of ambivalence?
7. Talmud Yerushalmi, Sheviit 6:1
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Yehoshua sent three messages into Israel, before the Jews entered the land: Whoever wants to leave, may do so.
Whoever wants to make peace, may do so. Whoever wants to make war, may do so.

Yehoshua's mission
8. Why? Bereishit 15:16, Vayikra 18:3, Devarim 9:5

9. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Melachim 8:11
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Anyone who accepts the seven mitzvot and is careful to practice them is of the pious of the nations of the world, and
owns a portion in the next world, assuming he accepts them and practices them because Gd instructed them in the
Torah and informed us via Moshe Rabbeinu that Noachides have long been instructed in them. However, if he does
them because of his own decision, he is not a ger foshav and he is not of the pious of the nations of the world or their
sages.

10. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Melachim 10:12
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And so it appears to me that we act with the ger foshav in the way of the land and with generosity as with a Jew, for
we are commanded to give them life, as Devarim 14:21 says, "to the ger at your gates you shall give it, and he shall
eat it."... Even for akum, the sages instructed us to examine their sick, bury their dead as we bury ours, and support
their poor among ours, to promote paths of peace. It is said, "Gd is good to all, and His mercy is upon all of His
creations," and "Her paths are paths of pleasantness, and all of her ways are peace."

11.Talmud, Avodah Zarah 2b-3a
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"He stood and measured the land, saw and released nations" — What did he see? He saw the seven mitzvot the

Noachides had accepted and not upheld, and so he permitted them.

But are they rewarded? Then a sinner is rewarded! Mar breih d'Raveina explained: Even if they were to keep these

mitzvot, they would not receive reward.

But is that true?2 Have we not learned... that a non-Jew who learns Torah is like a kohen gadol! Rather, they are

rewarded not like someone who is instructed and fulfills, but like one who is not instructed and yet fulfills.

12. Talmud, Bava Kama 38a
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"He stood and measured the land, saw and released nations" — What did He see? He saw the seven mitzvot the
Noachides had been instructed and had not upheld, and so He exiled them from their land.

Chapter 3: An Outline

3:1 Setting the stage

3:2-4 First Instructions: The Officers
3:5-6 Second Instructions: Yehoshua
3:7-8 Gd instructs Yehoshua

3:9-13 Third Instructions: Divine

3:14-17 The Crossing Begins



