Comﬁatting the Sun - From Shamash to Heltos and Sol Invictus
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1) Shuls and Rabbis

Sepphoris Synagogue Mosaic (la

te Sth-early 6" century CE)

A) Sepphoris Synagogue Mosaic (ca. late 5™ century CE)

B) Numbers 28.4-7 (ca. 1250 BCE)
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C) Numbers 10:10
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10 Also in the day of your
gladness, and in your appointed
seasons, and in your new moons,
you shall blow with the trumpets
over your burnt-offerings, and over
the sacrifices of your peace-
offerings; and they shall be to you
for a memorial before your God: I
am the Lord your God.'

4 The one lamb you shall offer in the morning, and the
other lamb you shall offer at dusk; 5 and the tenth part
of an ephah of fine flour for a meal-offering, mingled
with the fourth part of a hin of beaten oil. 6 It is a
continual burnt-offering, which was offered in mount
Sinai, for a sweet savour, an offering made by fire to the
Lord. 7 And the drink-offering thereof shall be the
fourth part of a hin for the one lamb; in the holy place
you shall pour out a drink-offering of strong drink unto
the Lord.

D) Sifre Zuta 10.10 (ca.

3" century CE)

2) Biblical Evidence

707 19X 22773 | “In your appointed seasons:” These are the daily offerings.

Kuntillet 'Ajrud, pithos B (late 9th-mid 8th c. BCE)

Job 31.26-8 (uncertain date)
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26 If I beheld the sun when it shined,
or the moon walking in brightness; 27
And my heart has been secretly
enticed, and my mouth has kissed my
hand; 28 This also were a judicial
offense; for I would have lied to God
that is above.




Ezekiel 8.16 (592 BCE)
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16 And He brought me into the inner court of the Lord's house,
and, behold, at the door of the Temple of the Lord, between the
porch and the altar, were about twenty five men, with their
backs toward the Temple of the Lord, and their faces toward
the east; and they worshipped the sun toward the east.

3) Biblical Antidote
Psalm 19.2-8 (uncertain date; possibly 7* century BCE?)

2 The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work
of his hands. 3 Day to day pours forth speech; night to night reveals
knowledge. 4 It is not speech and they are not words; their voice is
unheard. S Yet their sound goes out into all the earth, their words to
the ends of the world. Among them God has pitched a tent for the
sun. 6 It is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, like a
champion rejoicing to run his course. 7 It emerges from the edge of
the heavens and its circuit is across its boundaries; and nothing is
concealed from its heat. 8 The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing
the soul. The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the
simple.
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Shamash Hymn (final form, late 2™ millenium BCE)

Regularly and without cease you traverse the heavens Every day you pass over the broad earth. . . .

4) Rabbinic Evidence
Yerushalmi, Berakhot 9.2 (late 4th-early 5" ¢. CE)

One who sees the sun in its tekufah,the moon in its fekufah and the sky
in its purity says, "Blessed is the one who brings about creation."
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Genesis Rabbah 6.17 (ca. 5™ century CE)
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The globe of the sun has a sheath. What is the proof? In them hath He set a tent [protective covering] for the sun; and a
lake of water stands before it, 4 and when it goes forth, the Holy One, blessed be He, tempers its strength in the water,
lest it go forth and burn up the world. But in the future the Lord will bare it from its sheath and burn it up. What is the
proof? And the day that comes shall set them ablaze. R. Jannai and R. Simeon b. Lakish said: There is no other Gehenna
[in the future] save a day which will burn up the wicked.

Pirke de-R. Eliezer 5 (ca. 8"-9" ¢. CE)

As it says, "It goes towards the South and turns towards the North" (Eccl
1:6). It [the sun] goes towards the South at the epoch of Tishrei and at
the epoch of Tevet, and it turns towards the North at the epoch of Nisan
and at the epoch of Tammuz. It stays on its course for six months in the
southern corner and for six months in the northern corner...The sun has
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three letters of the name [of God] on its heart and the angels lead
it....And the sun rides in its chariot and rises crowned like a groom and
"like a hero, eager to run his course." As it says (Ps 19:6), “It is like a
bridegroom coming out of his chamber, like a champion rejoicing to run
his course”




