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"The nation has sinned"
1. Approaches to collective responsibility, from last week
e | am part of the group
e | should have tried to stop them
e | am influenced by the one who has sinned
e The group no longer has the merit associated with the community, to protect it
e It's just part of life

2. Radak to Yehoshua 6:18
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"Guard from the spoils" — Guard yourselves, and guard each other. Therefore it says, "Israel has sinned", for they did
not pay attention to prevent anyone from taking anything from the spoils of the city.

3. Commentary of Malbim to Yehoshua 7:1
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This taught: 1) That all Israel are bound together as one body, such that each individual will relate to the community as
a limb of the body relates to the body. Just as illness or destruction of one limb causes illness or a defect in the entire
body, so, too, when Achan took from the spoils it was considered as though the entire nation had trespassed... 2)
That there is a difference between punishment which comes actively and punishment which comes via removal of
Divine supervision...

4. Commentary of Ralbag to Yehoshua 7:1
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It is possible, without any impropriety, for chance to cause children to suffer punishment for parental sin; this will not

involve impropriety at all. For example: If a person were to sin against the government and they would punish him

justly, such that he would lose his wealth, this would cause punishment for his children, who would be paupers and

would not inherit anything that they had been due to receive from their father's assets.

7:2-3 The reconnaissance mission to Ai

5. Commentary of Malbim to Yehoshua 7:2
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He did not send them to investigate Ai alone, but the land, the entire region, Ai and its surroundings. Had they

investigated as he had instructed, they would have seen many neighbouring cities, and they would not have said,

"The entire nation need not ascend there." But they altered his instruction...

7:4-5 Disaster with Ai

6. Commentary of Abarbanel, pg. 38
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Yehoshua and all of the elders were greatly pained by this — not for the death of the thirty-six alone, but also because

they saw that Divine supervision had left them, and they were abandoned to happenstance. Also, when they saw the

nation's weak heart, that it had melted and become water, [they knew that] they could not muster strength and fight

further against their foes.




7. Talmud, Sanhedrin 44a
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There were actually thirty-six, per Rabbi Yehudah. Rabbi Nechemiah replied: Were there thirty-six2 It says only "like

thirty-six"! Rather, this was Yair ben Menasheh, who was equal to the majority of the Sanhedrin.

8. Commentary of Radak to Yehoshua 7:5
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Our sages said: The merit of our ancestor Avraham stood for them there, for they were liable for the cherem, and the

people of Ai only struck thirty-six men from them. Gd remembered for them the merit of Avraham, who built an altar

there.

7:69 Yehoshua cries out to Gd
9. The template Shemot 32:11-12; Shemot 5:22-23

10. Commentary of Abarbanel, pg. 38
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And if You will say that | should fight as a warrior without Divine support, that would be impossible; the entire nation
is fearful and trembling, lacking the heart to fight.

7:10-15 Gd prescribes for Yehoshua
11. Divine rebuke Devarim 3:28

12. Commentary of Rashi to Yehoshua 7:10
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This happened to them because of you! | didn't tell you to consecrate the spoils of the city.

13. Shemot 14:15

14. Commentary of Radak to 7:13
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They said that he passed them before the Ark, and the one who was "caught" was caught by the Ark, so that he could

not move from there. They also said that he set up the tribes before the vrim v'tummim, and the stones of the choshen

had the names of tribes inscribed on them, and the one whose stone dimmed was the one who was caught.

15.Talmud, Sanhedrin 43b
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He went and cast lots, and the lot landed on Achan. Achan said to him: Yehoshua — will you come to me with a lot2

You and Elazar the Kohen are the two leaders of the generation, but if | would cast lots upon you, it would fall on one

of youl

16. Talmud, Sanhedrin 43b
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He said before Gd: Master of the universe, who has sinned? Gd replied: Am | a tattler?



