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1:6-12 Attack of the Satan

1. Rabbi Abraham ibn Ezra to Job 1:6
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Rav Saadia Gaon said that Satan was a person who was outraged by Job... he said that malachim do not experience

outrage. He forgot Bamidbar 22:22, "And the malach of Gd stood in the path, to obstruct [/’safan] him."... To explain

the secret of such matters would be beyond the scope of a book; one who understands the arrangements of the

heavenly host and the changes in events based on the changes in [celestial] movements will know the essence of the

Satan. The principle is that this is a malach.

2. Satan Bamidbar 22:22; Zecharyah 3:1-2; Divrei haYamim | 22:1

3. Rev. William James Caldwell, 7he Doctrine of Satan, The Biblical World 41:1 (1913)

The Satan appears among the angels who form the council of heaven about the king on the throne. It is the duty of the
Adversary to challenge and test the good. He is the enemy of sham and false pretensions. He reports for duty to the
king and executes his will, and yet he is not a mere intstrument; he is an intelligent servant who knows how to offer
suggestions for a test-experiment, and he is jealous for the honor of Gd. There is no suggestion of a fallen angel filled
with rebellion and hatred to Gd. Satan is a person more than functionally separate from Gd, but always under the
divine will and powerless without the divine permission. He is a servant who knows how to disappear when his work
is done. When Job's "friends" arrive there is no need for Satan.

4. Talmud, Bava Batra 16a
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Reish Lakish said: He is Satan, he is the yetzer hara, he is the malach of death.

5. Rambam, Guide of the Perplexed 3:22
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Within both views, meaning whether he existed or not, these words from the start of the book — the statements of the
Satan and of Gd to the Satan, and placing Job into his hand - all of this is without doubt a parable, to anyone of
intelligence. However, it is a parable unlike any other parable, a parable upon which marvelous matters depend,
matters which are the secrets of the world, and in which great areas of doubt are explained, and the highest hidden
matters are revealed.

6. Zohar Shemot pg. 32b
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"And it was the day" — This is Rosh haShanah, when Gd stands in judgment of the world. It is like Melachim II 4,

"And it was the day, and he came there," that day was the holiday of Rosh haShanah.

"And the bnei ha'Elokim came" — These are the mighty ones, appointed as agents in this world to watch human

affairs.

7. Rambam, Guide of the Perplexed 3:22
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It did not say, "And the bnei ha'Elokim and the Satan came to stand upon Gd," which would have indicated that all
were in one relationship, as equals. Rather, it said, "And the bnei ha'Elokim came to stand upon Gd, and the Satan
was also among them." Language like this is stated only regarding someone who was not intended or invited
personally. When the intended parties came, he mixed into the group as well.

8. Amos Chacham, Daat Mikra to Job pg.11
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It would be logical to say that the test is brought in Job's story not as a suggested answer for the question of why
righteous people suffer, but as a suggested example of the existence of righteous people who suffer... In truth, the test
is not mentioned again in the book... In truth, the answer of "it's a test" does not remove all of the doubts, since we
cannot understand why Gd tests the righteous — all secrets are revealed before Him!

9. Talmud, Sanhedrin 89b
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"And after these devarim, and Gd tested Avraham. (Bereishit 22:1)" What is "affer"2 Rabbi Yochanan cited Rabbi

Yosi ben Zimra: After the words of the Satan.

It is written (Bereishit 21:8), "And the boy grew and was weaned". The Satan said before Gd, "Master of the

Universe! You gave this old man a child at the age of one hundred, and from the entire feast he made he did not have

one dove or pigeon to bring before You2"

Gd replied, "He did all this only for his son, and if | would tell him, 'Slaughter your son before Me,' he would do it

immediately."

And immediately, "And Gd tested Avraham."

10.  Talmud, Rosh haShanah 16a-b
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Why do we blow shofar when seated, and blow shofar [again] when standing2 To muddle the Satan.

11.  Rambam, Guide of the Perplexed 3:22
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Some people will not be thrown and will not have their hearts swayed by loss of property, and this will be light in their

eyes, but they will be shaken by the death of children, and it will kill them from anxiety. And some people will endure

and not be thrown or weakened even at loss of children, but they will not have the ability to endure physical pain...

1:13-19 Satan destroys lyov's life

12. Rabbi David Altschuler, Metzudat Dovid to Job 1:13
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The Satan's intent was to bait Job even further, as he would think, "Just this morning, | brought burnt offerings

according to their number," as recorded above... and if so, they are innocent of sinl Why did they die? And so he

would increase his blasphemy.




