Minyan vs. Medicine
R' Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com

A core principle: One who is involved in a mitzvah is exempt from further mitzvot
1. Talmud, Succah 25a-b
...n121077 77 PPMUD XN MOW FIwn
..."Mxna powh Ko "Nvaa TNawa"™ 1120 N7 99 9377 K1 R
277 51 DWIR aNIR M1 QTR WHIY DORAY 1P WK DOWIR '™ RUINT RPOI AN 7RPOI RN TINNT I MWD NN PO
OR MR PX° °27 KUY 2712 PROW 1AW 10 1DX0KR) DR MR N2V 529 S99937 00 21 M3 , 170 707 W IR ORWN
N2 1MLL1T IR DN RO KPR 17009 1977 192107 10 19XDRY DRWOA OR L7007 P212° 197 122 1977 A0 2w 1R XY
N93N 57217 INRY 27w NORDAI 1POWH ) 177920 273M 132740 70 M ]’b’Dﬂ 0°790 2012 X'2PY 12 R°1317 027 R XN
PR Y027 0T 20 FONW V9937 S0P 027 9727 0°°P% L3702 MTINRT MEK 33 1990057 127 1290017 121 YW NROIPD P
"TIRAT T 0 XN PO
29177 .01°2 P A2°92 79107 ) PWD 177°92 0°377 *O9 .7°02 1AM Ova 10107 12 10D O1°2 2°077 513" 1320 1N
".7992 121 012 12 PWD MEA D270 1IN A0 12 412 12 70107 31 LD 9921 o2 2007
Mishnah: Those who are on a mitzvah mission are exempt from Succah.
Gemara: How do we know this2 The sages taught, ""When you lie down in your house' excludes one who is involved
in a mitzvah"...
But do we learn [this lesson] from this source? It is deduced from that: "'And there were men who were impure from
contact with the dead' — Who were those men2 The bearers of Joseph's casket, per R' Yosi haGlili. R' Akiva said they
were Mishael and Eltzafan, who were involved with Nadav and Avihu. R' Yitzchak said the bearers of Joseph's casket
could have purified themselves, and Mishael and Eltzafan could have purified themselves; rather, these were people
involved in a body which had no one else..."! We need both cases...
We have learned, "R' Chanania ben Akavyah said: Those who write Torah scrolls, tefillin and mezuzot, and their
merchants, and their merchants' merchants, and all who do Heavenly work — which includes techelet merchants — are
exempt from Shema, the amidah and tefillin and all biblical mitzvot, as R' Yosi haGlili said, 'One who is involved in a
mitzvah is exempt from another mitzvah.'"
We have learned, "Those who travel by day are exempt from Succah by day, and are obligated at night. Those who
travel at night are exempt from Succah at night, and are obligated by day. Those who travel at both day and night
are exempt from Succah day and night. Those who travel for a mitzvah are exempt during day and night."

What if he can fulfill both mitzvot?

2. Ran Succah 11a R2°R?
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Tosafot suggested that one is exempt only if fulfilling Succah would cause him to be unable to fulfill his other mitzvah.

The gemara mentions that Rav Chisda and Rabbah bar Rav Huna travelled to the Exilarch's house for the Shabbat of

the holiday and slept along the shore in Sura, saying they were en route to a mitzvah and therefore exempt; Tosafot

says that this is only where involvement in Succah would have caused them to be delinquent from their mitzvah. This

does not appear correct to me, though; the language does not indicate that.

3. Talmud, Berachot 30a
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How does one recite [the wayfarer's prayer]2 Rav Chisda said: While standing. Rav Sheshet said: Even while

travelling.

Rav Chisda and Rav Sheshet were travelling, and Rav Chisda halted to pray. Rav Sheshet said to his servant, "What

is Rav Chisda doing?" He said, "He has halted, and he is praying." Rav Sheshet said, "Halt me, too, and | will pray;

given the chance to be good, do not be called bad."



4. Talmud Yerushalmi, Berachot 1:2
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Those who write Torah scrolls, tefillin and mezuzot stop for Shema and not for the amidah. R' Chanina ben Akaviah

said: Just as they stop for Shema, they stop for the amidah, tefillin, and all other biblical mitzvot.

5. Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 38:8
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R' Yosef Karo: Those who write Torah scrolls, tefillin and mezuzot, and their merchants, and their merchants'
merchants, and all who do Heavenly work are exempt from tefillin all day, other than during Shema and the amidah.
R' Moshe Isserles: If they need to do their work during Shema and the amidah, they are exempt from Shema, the
amidah and tefillin, for one who is involved in a mitzvah is exempt from other mitzvot if he would need to strain to
fulfill the other mitzvah. If he can fulfill both without strain, though, then he should fulfill both.

Two possible limitations
6. Rabbeinu Nisim (14th century Spain), Succah 11a X293
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Certainly, when the lost object is guarded in his safe then he is not exempt.

7. R'Yaakov of Lissa (18t century Poland), Netivot haMishpat, Choshen Mishpat 72 Biurim 19
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All are obligated to give tzedakah, but there is neither obligation nor mitzvah for any particular person to be a

tzedakah collector. Were there such a mitzvah, all Israel would be obligated to become collectors.

8. Rashi to Succah 26a
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"Their merchants" — Who purchase from the scribes, to sell them and make them available to those who need them.

9. R' Avraham Gombiner (17 century Poland), Magen Avraham 38:8
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It sounds as though one who sells them for profit is not called "involved in a mitzvah". This requires examination, for

Nedarim 33 sounds like one who returns a lost object is called"involved in a mitzvah" even if he is paid! Perhaps that

is different because he is only paid for time lost from work. Alternatively, his main intent is to return the lost object;

merchants intend to profit, primarily.

Applications
10.R' Dr. Avraham Sofer Avraham (215! century Israel), Nishmat Avraham Orach Chaim 38:6
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R' Yitzchak Zylbershtein wrote: Even though doctors and nurses are paid for their work, still, they are like people
returning lost objects — and there is no greater restorer of a lost object! Therefore, since he does not think about profit
at all while working, but is only involved in healing the patient, and his care, or that of a nurse, is the mitzvah itself,
he has the status of one who is involved in a mitzvah.



11.R" Yisrael Meir Kagan (20t century Poland), Biur Halachah Orach Chaim 38 ar
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Commerce in tefillin is never considered a mitzvah. Even if selling it to someone who needed tefillin would be

considered 'involvement in a mitzvah', still, when the merchant buys them in order to sell them he is not actively

involved in a mitzvah with that action.

12.R" Avraham Gombiner, Magen Avraham 93:5
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He need not recite minchah twice; during the obligation, he was legally exempt.

13.R' Dr. Avraham Sofer Avraham, Nishmat Avraham Orach Chaim 93:2

D°NW N°27Y 599075 2°°17 1775017 1T 12VW TV M3 KDY 1IN AT IR INRDINA 22217 NIRTY R N2 NNaw 8o
If a doctor begins to operate or to see patients in his clinic after the (earliest) time for minchah, and he does not finish
until the time for prayer has passed, then he must pray maariv twice.

14.Talmud, Berachot 20b
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Women are obligated in prayer, for it is [a request for] mercy.

15.R"' Dr. Avraham Sofer Avraham, Nishmat Avraham Orach Chaim 93:1
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| have heard from my master R' Yehoshua Neuwirth that a doctor is exempt from prayer not only when he is

examining or treating a patient — even without danger o life — but even when he is writing in the patient's record, and

even when he is writing release documents. All of this is "involvement in the mitzvah."

16.R' Yisrael Meir Kagan, Biur Halachah Orach Chaim 38 ar
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So, too, one who digs graves is exempt from all of these even when he rests for a bit; during his rest he is called
'involved in a mitzvah', for through this he regains strength and returns to dig.

17.R" Yisrael Meir Kagan, Mishneh Berurah 640:11
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In caring for a dangerously ill patient, it appears that one should be lenient even when the patient does not need him.

18.R" Yisrael Meir Kagan, Mishneh Berurah 640:10
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If there are two caretakers and they are not needed simultaneously, one must eat in the succah while the other works.

19.R" Yisrael Meir Kagan, Shaar haTziyyun 475:39
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One who is guarding a lost object [or corpse] is exempt from all mitzvot... but if he eats matzah then he fulfills his
obligation. He is a man; the Torah just didn't obligate him, because he is involved in another mitzvah. Still, | am not
certain that he can recite the berachah on eating matzah, "who sanctified us with His mitzvot and instructed us", since
he is not instructed to eat it.

20.R' Yisrael Meir Kagan, Mishneh Berurah 70:18
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If one can stop for Shema and then return and complete communal needs without strain, he should stop.



