Yehoshua 6, Part 3: Yericho Destroyed
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1. Radak to 6:5
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One should ask: Rachav's house was on a wall. If we would say the wall fell and yet she and her family were saved,

that would not be possible; such a miracle would have been reported in the text! Further, he said, "Come to the house

of the zonah and remove the woman from there," sounding as though the house was standing, and it had not fallen!

But it appears to me that the entire wall of the city did not fall; only that which was on the side of the city opposite the

Jewish camp fell.

2. Abarbanel, pg. 35
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This is not acceptable, for Israel walked around in a circle, and the entire wall in that circle fell. My understanding in

this is that before it fell, when they were circling the city, the spies saw the line of red string in the window of her

house, and they paid attention and noted the house...

3. Abarbanel, pg. 35
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Simply, the commentators said that he did this only at the Divine command, even though it is not mentioned. In my
view, the malach instructed him [to do this] in the name of Gd, saying, "Remove your shoe from your foot, for the
place where you stand is sacred." Cherem and sacred are identical. Therefore he said, "It shall be cherem." And this
was appropriate; if Gd created the salvation, should Israel take the spoils?

4. [r haNidachat Devarim 13:16-18

5. Midrash, Bamidbar Rabbah 14:1
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(1) And because that day when they conquered Yericho was Shabbat, therefore they destroyed the Yericho, sacred to
Gd... Rabbi Yehoshua said: Shabbat is entirely holy, and all that is conquered on Shabbat is holy to Gd. And so it
says (6:19), "All silver and gold and copper utensils and iron is holy to Gd; it will enter the storehouse of Gd." (2)
Rabbi Berechiah haKohen said: He made it like an ir Aanidachat, and one may not benefit from an /r hanidachat, as
seen in Devarim 13:16-18... (3) Rabbi Yehudah halevi bar Shalom said: He taught Israel that which Gd said
(Bamidbar 15:20), "You shall elevate for Gd the first of your dough as challah." Yehoshua said: We conquered this
first, so we will dedicate all of its spoils for Heaven.

6. Commentary of Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch to Vayikra 27:28

All consecration includes two aspects: A negative aspect, in which one renounces mundane benefit, and a positive
aspect, in which one delivers the consecrated item to a sacred purpose. In normal consecration, the positive aspect of
delivering the item to a sacred purpose is the main action, and the negative aspect of renouncing mundane benefit is
only a byproduct. In an act of cherem, though, the negative aspect of renouncing mundane benefit is the primary
goal, and the positive sanctification is only a byproduct of that renunciation.



7. Malbim to Yehoshua 6:27
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"And Gd was with Yehoshua" — The heavenly court agreed with the decision to render it cherem.

6:26-27 Epilogue
8. Devarim 13:17

9. Rambam, Moreh haNevuchim 3:50
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Yehoshua declared cherem upon one who would rebuild Jerusalem evern, so that the miracle would endure. One who

would see the wall sunken into the ground would perceive that this is not the way of a ruined building, but rather that

the wall had sunk miraculously.

10. The rebuilding of Yericho Melachim | 16:33-34

11.Huh? Yehoshua 18:21; Shoftim 1:16
e The problem is with building the wall

e The problem is with building the entire city
¢ Those other cities were on a different site

12. What were Achav and Chiel trying to accomplish!

13. Melachim | 18:30

Summary
o Three Layers:

o Assault

o Service of Gd
o Re<reating the world

e Collapsing the walls
o No fortress will be safe
o A message regarding walled cities?

e The decision of cherem:
o Ir haNidachat

o  We will not benefit from the miracle

e The city shall never be rebuilt — Bereishit will not be reversed!



