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BEIT MIDRASH

Who is Job?2 (continued)
1. Ezekiel 14:12-23

2. "Mashal" Devarim 28:37; Samuel | 24:13; Kings | 5:12

3. Rabbi Eliezer Berkovits, What is Jewish Philosophy? Pp. 126-127

Modern science began when the human intellect finally realized that it could not ignore what Galileo called
"irreducible and stubborn facts", and that, on the contrary, its task was to seek to understand and to interpret them...
The Jew who does not acknowledge the "irreducible and stubborn facts" of Judaism remains a Jew, of course, and he
may even be a thinking Jew; but he is not a Jewish thinker.

4. s lyov supposed to be Jewish?
o Yes Canonization; The Jewish Experience
e No Yechezkel; Next world; Language; A global issue;

5. Midrash, Pesikta Rabti 26
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Yirmiyahu said: When | ascended to Jerusalem | lifted my eyes and saw a woman seated atop the mountain...
Yirmiyah said to her: Your blows resemble the blows of lyov. lyov's sons and daughters were taken from him, and
your sons and daughters were taken from you. | took lyov's silver and gold, and | took your silver and gold. | cast lyov
info the heap, and | made you a heap of manure. And just as | returned and comforted lyov, so | will return and
comfort you. | doubled lyov's sons and daughters, and | will double your sons and daughters. | doubled lyov's silver
and gold, and | will do so for you. | moved lyov from the heap, and regarding you (in Yeshayah 52:2) it says, "Shake
yourself from the dust, arise, return to Jerusalem"...

6. When is the story written down?

e End of the First Temple Personal focus; Non-Jewish hero
e Between Temples Yechezkel; Mirroring Jewish suffering; A time of spiritual crisis
e Early Second Temple Satan; Tema and Sheba; Behistun; Aramaic

Reward and Punishment in Jewish thought
7. The biblical conflict Bereishit 9:6; Devarim 11:13-17 vs. Bereishit 18; Yonah; lyov

8. Vayikra 26:40-42

9. Talmud, Berachot 5a
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One who sees that he is suffering should examine his deeds, as in Lamentations 3:40, "Let us examine our path and
seek and return to Gd." If he finds nothing wrong then he should pin it on having wasted time from Torah study, as in
Psalms 94:12, "Fortunate is the man who Gd will rebuke, and from His Torah He will teach him." If he finds that he
has not sinned in that area either, then he should assume that these are sufferings of love, as in Proverbs 3:12, "For
He rebukes the one He loves."

10. Talmud, Chullin 142a
The reward for a mitzvah is not in this world.

11. Devarim 8:2




12. Shemot 20:4

13. Talmud, Berachot 7a
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Shemot 34:7 says, "He brings the sin of fathers upon sons," and Devarim 24:16 says, "Sons will not be killed for their

fathers!... This is not a problem - one is where they embrace the deeds of their ancestors in their hands, and one is

where they do not embrace the deeds of their ancestors in their hands.

14.Talmud, Sanhedrin 43b
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Devarim 29:28 says, "That which is secret is for HaShem our Gd, and that which is revealed is for us and for our
descendants, eternally, to fulfill all of the words of this Torah." Why are dots placed atop "for us and our descendants
eternally" and the v in 72 To teach that Gd did not punish the Jews for secret sins until they crossed the Jordan,
according to Rabbi Yehudah. Rabbi Nechemiah replied... It teaches that just as Gd did not punish for secret sins until
then, so He did not punish for public sins until they crossed the Jordan River.

15. Talmud, Shabbat 55a
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The trait of Justice said before Gd: Master of the Universe, what is the difference between these and those?

Gd responded: These are completely righteous, those are completely wicked!

It said: Master of the Universe, they ought to have protested, and they did not do so!

Gd responded: | know clearly that had they protested, the people would not have accepted it from them.

[t said: Master of the Universe, if to You it is clear, to them is it clear?

16. Proverbs 22:5

17.Talmud, Chullin 142a
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But didn't Rabbi Elazar say, "A person performing a mitzvah will not be harmed, whether en route or on the way

back!" Yes, but the ladder was rotten, and a situation involving expected harm is different. It is like Samuel | 16:2,

"And Samuel said: How could | go2 Saul will hear and kill me!"

18. Rabbi Naftali Tzvi Yehudah Berlin, £mek halNetziv, Sifri Naso 42
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The evil a person commits generates its own evil, and the good generates its own good... This is what Gd desired

when He created the world, that "one human being could affect another, even to harm him", and even for a force to

[affect] "a person on earth" because of his bad mazal.

19.Rambam, Guide of the Perplexed 3:51
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The cause for a person being left openly vulnerable to happenstance and given over as prey, like an animal, is his

hiddenness from Gd. If Gd were in his midst then he could not be touched by evil at all. Gd said, "Do not fear, for |

am with you; do not stray, for | am your Gd."



